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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of
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12th April 1859.
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3. This application was made on the 21st January, and the detailed statement was sent
to the Collector for his approval on the 24th, with a request that he would sign and forward it
direct to you, so as to avoid delay. From my previous conversation with the Collector, I

considered there would be no delay in his forwarding the statement, but on my return to Head
Quarters on the 10th February, I found it was still in his Office. Tt was, I believe, forwarded on
the 14th or 15th. .

4. Before sending it up the Collector considered it necessary to submit it for examination
to the Sheristadar, who, at the time it was forwarded by me,
duty.

was engaged on other important

.

5. Inreply to para. 2, of the Government Minute,

blame to the Executive Officers for the delay in forwarding the necessary information because,

in the three most important Ranges, Caroor, Bowany and the Noyel, there were no Executive
Officers, to blame, 7

I have to state that I cannot attach

6. 1In the Caroor Range, there was no Executive Officer.
In the Noyel Range, . Do. Deo.

In the Bowany Range, Do. as Mr. Leggatt was in bed, sick. - .

7. Caroor Range was in temporary charge of Mr. Assistant Overseer Wright, a Serjeant
of Sappers. Noyel Range was in charge of the Sub-Overseers, all Natives; under my own
immediate superintendence, and the Bowany Range was in temporary charge of Abdool Russool,
a Sub-Overseer—now, these men, though intelligent enough in their own way, were, with one
exception, unable to comprehend what was wanted, namely, an Estimate of the cost for re-
pairing the damage committed by the late unusual floods. Their Estimates were returned
more than once, as I saw that they had included the repairs of every work that required repairs,
whether from the effects of those floods or from long neglect, or any other cause, after being
delayed thus from day to day and week to week I had, in the end, to call them all in to the
District Office, take up their several statements, and go through them in detail myself, even
then it was only by a species of cross examination, I could get the Estimates purged of items
which, according to the principle I had started with, should not be included. ‘This was the

only way I could get at the facts, and I believe I have rather under than overstated the damage
dane.

8. Iad Mr. Bush been then in Curoor or had Mr. Reid been prevented leaving for
Hyderabad until his successor had arrived, as I requested, and had Mr. Leggatt been able to
attend to his field duties, and had there been an Executive Officer in the Noyel Range, tle

information would have been sent up in proper time; but under the circumstance § could not
furnish it sooner.

9. I do not blame the Sub-Overseer, on whom I had to réply for this i;lformation, they

did, I believe, their best to meet my wishes, but with one exception, they were utterly unfit
for the position in which they were temporarily placed.

10. It is an ungracious task to be obliged to write this, but truth compels me to state
that the Ezecutive Departmentin this District is very deficient in the general intelligence and

practical skill whick ought to be brought to bear on the construction and management of Public
Works.

11. Perhaps I feel this more than many others should, as I have been accustomed to have
my instructons carried out by trained Engineers and Overseers, but the experience I have had

.

date Mr .Reid would ¢ be prepared to give over charge of his duties in t
. date Mr.

o _.,;;_‘_‘;.—»-},‘—rr-r.- aaduueg pup NN S e et * I A A

&

Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 12th April 1859.

i Ihave no fault
i ight" duct since he took charge of the I_lange, . fa
Wright ot e i{:r;\i:‘er:iligt;ec;:s done, and am well pleased with his inte.:lhgence,’actlvny,
todﬁnd,l Ib}llliv;eehas not skill enough to cope with the condition into which the late floods
an zeal,

h hrown the Irrigation works of the Range, besides, he is very ill himself, and must get sick
ave throw g

Jeave as soon as as he is relieved.

M. Leowatt is stll sick at Coimbatore and his Range, (the Bowany)is still in the
14.Abdr.1 Ri:sool a very willing decent old man, but Utt?ﬂy unfit for.the duty now
?are of'd “Pof;ohim but 'I have no better qualified person now available to place in charge.
1mpose ’ .

15. Under these circumstances, it is quite impossil.)le that th? 'buisnes:dof :EetDIIS::ﬁt ::::
: ly attended to: I will not say what many in my position would, tha e

b b he results, &¢., I know the responsibility that attaches to me, and. o not
oy f'eSPO““bl‘f fo;)ttelr:rust : ou ’will take the circumstance of the District into consideration.
e s af “ho are nowyin the responsible position of Ezxecutive Officers. The unheal- '
Tl'w o Ofm;)n' 1t0 ict which render it necessary that we should have Extra hands-ready to
e o the1 . r;' those who are sick, and the great age and imperfect construction of t!xe
tak? u t}l:rip:t(i::no Works which are consequently troublesome to mdnage. I trust you will
:Z::ilc;ser thesge facts, and give me the assistance so much needed.

Official Memorandum from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; toJ. D.

o 21 BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 5th April 1859, No. 9332.

’ hief Engineer has the honor to
15 Memo. of yesterday’s date, the C
Tn reply to the Secretary sstate that L);eutenant Colonel Lawford addressed a letter to tlfe
. . . - . t
4 October 1855- istrict Engi f the Coimbatore District demanding on wha
e twon D reomer he Coimbatore District

11 for Hyderabad ;" that the District Engineer in his letter No. 154, dated 28th Idem,
¢ and leave 3 ‘ H

reported as follows: -
¢« Mr. Reid, Sub-Engineer, delivered over charge of the Ca}'ootl: Ra;;g:r 1:: :};eti:d}l{:nge
Assista t Overseer Wright,” adding  as some of .the Irrigation 1 of the Rango
) ta“t_ o sous state, I was desirous that Mr. Reid shoul.d not leave unti tb
« are in a very r(rlre;i?;s Mr. Iieid is not well, and the Doctor certxﬁefi th:ntt }::3 should go to the
:: SI:;Zill]galc\le::;‘;:eth a while, I thought it was hardly worth w?xile to detain him.

LI Fraser s ]ettel‘ mn extenso was comﬂlunlcated tO Gove!nment Wlth Lleutenant
r.

Lawford's letter of the 5th November last, No. 5125. -

The foregoing is all that appears on the Record of the Central Office, bearing on Mr.
i) o5

d'sd ture from Coimbatore, oron the causes which led to his doing so before the arri-
Reid’'s departu

val of his successor, as clearly shewn in Mr. Fraser's letter.

—

No. 22. OrpER THEREON, No. 824; dated 7th April 1859.

w ||e ll'e n ineer tt t
I h ‘} ern i i ith t C 1 f E g1 h b‘ a C Q
The Gov or in COuncll fully agrees it . that no blame ¢ ][.a a. h
th t ].\l;l‘t lFmsex’ did all that wasin his power with the very limited means at his command.

tha . y

i i imbatore District as represented in
tive Department in the Coim
s e el P call for immediate amendment. In an order of the

the District Engineer’s letter is such as to

in the care of this District for the last 9 months has confirmed the opinion I formed, and put

forward long ago, that the employment of a considerable number of skilled and practical Orer- ' ; disposal ; S those entrus
seers, under the orders of a few competent Engineers, would not only save a world of trouble to - all his Slfbo.xdma(tit'astz1 a{;t e ader.
Government, and the Central Office, but would save thousands of Rupees at present wasted in Fraser will “m:“e ‘: y nner the services o
cheating and in misdirected laboir, neer to report in what ma

Major Dobbie at the District Engineer’s
b Ulimo, o 0 th'e G;‘il:: minx:t3 n:onh;::npijsflfothei District Engineers, full control over
ot thone ted with special duties by order of Govemme-nt. Mf‘
He will also be requested through the Chief Engi-
f all the Members of the Department now employed

R

: istri i rence to the
the Neilgherries would in his opinion be most beneficially distributed, with refe
. . C e . . . . on Lhe 5 . . .
12. At the present time thlS;:D‘lStl'l(‘t is sadly deficient in Executive airangements. gencral wants of all parts of the District.
13.  Mr. Bush was only two or three days at Caroor when he had to yun in fo T'richinopoly
sick, and he has not yet reported his return the Range is consequently still in charge of Mr,

‘]
: s N . R "“ i ey o s S AT AT .'aw"';!«—l—"
;‘ e e = ——— - Sl e - I '
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Fort Saint George, Pubhc Works Consulmtzon of 12th April 1859.
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} 3. Captain Campbell's employment at Jackatalla will not be interfered with ; but Mr.
i | Fraser will be at liberty to propose any other modifications of the arrangements now subsisting

1 under orders from Government. In submitting Mr. Fraser's report the Chief Engineer will

:\ give his own opinion on that gentleman’s proposals.

i

4. The Governor in Council expect to receive through the Chicf Engineer an early ex-
planation from Mr. Bush of his reasons for suddenly quitting, without leave, the District which
had recently been entrusted to his charge, together with the opinion of the Chief Engineer of
the sufficiency or otherwise of the reasons urged by Mr. Bush in his justification.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

. . Secretary to Gorernment.
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