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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 12th April 1859,

Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to J. D.
BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 24th March 1859, No. §926.

I have the honor to b}ing to the notice of Government that, on the 17th November 1858,
the District Engineers marginally noted were called upon, by the late
Officiating Chief Engineer, to direct their attention to the state of all
Tanks adjacent to the line of Railway passing through their respec-
tive Districts, and to adopt immediate measures for the prevention
of breaches, and the execution of such repairs as would secure the Railway works from injury.

2, The result has been the submission of the accompany-

ing reports by the District Engineers of Chingleput,* Salem+
» 235, l4th March 1859, 5pq Cojmbatore, which I beg to forward as explanatory of the
present condition of the Tanks in those Districts.

* No. 1033, dated 21st Decr. 1858,
4th Feby. 1859.

3. With respect to the Tanks in Chingleput, represented to be in bad order, the District
Engineer has been instructed to submit as early as practicable, Estimates for their repair, care
being taken to provide sufficiently for tamping and turfing on which the safety of Tank Bunds
so much depends, and the particular attention of the District
Engineer of Salem has also been directed to the repair of the

Tanks specified in the list which accompanied his letter.

§97, dated 4tk February 1859.

4. Tinally, I beg to state that copies of the Reports referred to in this let.ter, have been
sent to the Consulting Engineer for Railways for information.

IOBERLYj Dlstnct Engineer of Chingleput; to Lieutenant Colo- -
nel E. LAWFORD, Officiating Chief Engineer, dated Guindy, 21st December 1858,

Letter from Captain A. S. X

With reference to your Memorandum, No. 5515 of the 17th Ultimo, I have the honor to
forward the accompanying Statement shewing the condition of the Tanks, &c., ad)acent to the
Railway in this District. |

Letter from Captain E. GAHAGAN, District Engineér of Salem ; to Colonel C, E. FABE'R,
Chief Engineer, dated Salem, 4th February 1859, No. 837. B

I have the honor to forward herewith the Report® called

* Report on the Tanks adjacent to the  £5r i your Memorandum, No. 5515 of the 17th November

line of Railway,

Letter from W. FRASER, Esq., Acting District Engineer of Coimbatore; to Colonel C. 'E,
FABER, Chief Engineer, dated Ootacamund, 14th March 1859, No. 233.

With reference to your Memo. No. 5515, dated 17th November 1858, respecting the condi-
tion of the Bunds of the Tanks adjacent to the line of Railway, I have the honor to state that
1 have examined the most important of those Tanks myself, and havg had the others examined.

The only Tanks from the bursting of which any serious injury could result to the Railway
works are, the two large Tanks near the Town of Coimbatore and the Coorchy Tank.
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 12th April 1859.

PN

It is quite impossible to say whether these Tanks are in a safe state, but I do not think
there is any cause for alarm about them. . .

They have been rarely so severely tested as they were during the last two months when they
were unusually full, and yet no breach occurred, although they all leaked considerably, especially
the smaller Tank at the rear of the Collector’s house, the Bund of which leaked throughout
its whole length.

A very serious leak occurred in the Bund of the large Tank, and a considerable portion of
the back of the Bund, slipped down thus : ,
. J)I' Vs

A. B. C. D.—Original Section of Bund.

E. E. E.—Section after the slip.

The water was flowing out very freely, and they attempted to stop it by heaping clay upon
the back of the Bund, upon the slip. I need not say with what result.

Fortunately I was at Head Quarters, and seeing there was no time to be lost, got a Trench
(F. G.) cut longitudinally, until we got 18 inches below the leak ; when we filled it with puddle
well tramped with water, and in a few hours the leak was stopped and the Tank saved.

. On cutting down I found a hard stratum at the dotted line in the above Sketch, about 5
feet below the top of the present Bund, and it was over this hard surface the water was pouring
in a horizontal sheet. Tt was evident that at some former period the Bund was raised ; that the
new meterial was put upon the hard pohshed top of the old Bund, without any thing being done
to unite them, and thus the leak.

It is very likely that, from time to time during bigh water, other portions of this Bund
will require to be treated in the way described above, but it is xmposslble to say where the weak
points are until the leaks make their appearance.

i}

No. 6. ORpER THEREON, No, 817 ; dated Gth April 1859.
Ordered to be communicated to the Fixiancial Railway Department for information.

(Slgned) M. NORMAN,
Dy. Secretaryto Government,

G.
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