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A Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 15th March 1859,
;';vl";,‘\~3- N
iF: o -,.ﬁ‘,’_ ﬁ,.?xrj«:i; X . i . . . . .
RS L T No. 29. Read the following Extract from the Minutes of Consultation in the Public De- :
b e SR :
; ‘31;’;;“”-:1,{;(.,'«?5».2“ < partment, dated 9th February 1859, No. 211.
ﬁ:ﬁf,,“":__{?.gf .
Lo Pi?{"\ﬁ' }\ Referring to this Department transcripts of a Report and d R
AT 1 ub 5 -
Vil B 1{,.’! Encloﬁlres from the Post Master General, on the disconti- (V e P Ii%?galg to Consultatmn’ 15th Feb ¢ ’f D
P ?'f&«gﬁ?i‘ > nance of the Northern Cart Mail, ruary o0s. 2-3.)
i T
5 8 R s —
&~ S -;.“F :y," 1»: 4 \
,p%.;‘,.;ﬁ St ey No. 30. OrDER THEREON, No. 542 ; dated 11th March 1859,
TNy ATRSE

r,& Para. 1. The letter of the Officiating Post Master Geeneral, received with the above, brings
. to notice the discontinuance of the Northern Cart Mail, in consequence of the bad condition of

T

the Road between Madras and Nellore.

) 2. Ona previous representation respecting the state of this Road, the Government in
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= S Extract Minutes Consultation, 12th November 1858, No. 2382, authorized the immediate
o M A e ’ execution of whatever work might be necessary to facilitate the transit of the Mails, and directed
i , that an Istimate for such work as could not be performed from the maintenance allowance, should
Ly

. ' in the meanwhile be prepared and submitted for sanction. Referring to the present represen-

s i e T T N AN S e ; fati ; : :

. “'*.’"?. Sint i i, T S ",,,”: 5 tation of the Officiating Post Master, which will be communicated to the Central Office, the
A L LT P T E o ! . : ¢

s e et AT TUS G DT kg Government desire to be informed, under what circumstances this Road has been allowed to fall

e e R ‘:A
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into its present state of deterioration, in comparison with what it was under the Trunk Road
- ‘; ¢ ‘\Sf - Department ; this result would seem to be discreditable to the present management of the Road.
It should also be explained what steps have been taken for its improvement, during the last three
months on the order of the 12th November. Government would wish for a Report on the present
condition of the Road, to shew among other things, what parts of it have never been completed,
as for example, that at the Punnigardi back water. This Report may take for its text or start-
ing point paras. 53 to 58 of the Geeneral Report of the Superintendent of Roads, for the year
1854.55.
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ST e T I ,“;f‘»‘j 3. The Government observe that an Estimate amounting to Rupees 48,100, for remetalling

that portion of the Northern Trunk Road, si-
tuated in the Chingleput District, has already
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From the Chief Engr., dated 12th February 1859, No 7804.
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e IR o i been entered in the Budget of 1859-60, and that in a separate communication of a recent date,
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the Chief Engineer has applied for an increase to the annual maintenance allowance for that
portion.
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(Signed) J. D, BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government,
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Pusric DEPARTMENT.
No. 211,
Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, under date the 9th February 1859.

Read the following letter from E. FANE, Isq., Officiating Postmaster Ceneral j to the Chief
Secretary to Government, in the Public' Department, Fort Saint George, dated 22nd
Jannary 1839, No. 4955. . .

SIR,

T have the honor to append for the information of the Right Ilonorable the Governor in

“Council transcripts of a report and enclosures from the Postmaster General to the Officiating

Director General of the Post Office in India on the discontinuance of the Northern Cart Mail.

L]
I solicit the favor of being informed whether there is any prospect of the trunk road between
Madras and Nellore being by an early date or within two or three months hence, placed again in

- such a state of repair as to justify my accepting a tender for the re-establishing of a Cart Mail,

should any tender be made.

Messrs, Taylor and Co. hive informed me that their cattle suffered much from the inverted

arches which fatersect the above road in several places, and not unfrequently caused such injury’

to their horses as to kill them. As I believe repairs are now being made, 1 take the liberty to
submit for consideration whether regular bridzes might not advantageously be substituted for the
inveited arches, over which it is impossible to drive at any pace but a walk during night.

- — e,

From R. H. WILLIAMSON, Esq., Postmaster General ; to thz Officiating Dirgctdr General
of the Post Office in India, dated 31st December 1858, No. 3.

Sir, . . .

I have the honor to report that under the authority conveyed o me in your docket No.

3284, dated 23rd March last, Messrs. Taylor and Co, took up the contract for the conveyance, in
horsed carts of the Mails and Banghies between Madras and Nellore from the 15th June last.

9. The service has been hitherto satisfactorily performed notwithstanding the diffcultics

the contractors have met with owing to the bad state of the road. .,

3. These diliculties have of late very greatly increased and Messrs. Taylor and Co. having

vainly endeavoured to surmount them have solicited me to release them from their engagement

from the 1st proximo.
4. Tappend for your perusal and consideration copies of two communications from Messrs.
Taylor and Co. on the subject, dated respectively the 20th November and 6th Instant. ’

5. Under the terms of threir agreement, the contractors are bound to give six months’ notice
of their wish to withdraw ; but in consideration of the facts below stated, I have informed them
that I have no wish to impose any further burden on them and shall allow them to retire as soon
as runners can be placed on the Line, but have given them clearly to understand that this per.
mission is not fina] and that if you or the Government decide upon keeping them to the strict terms
of the contract, they must be prepared to submit thereto. '

6. In apprising you of the above; I beg to state that in my opinion it would, under all the
circumstances of the case, be a great hardship to insist on Messrs. Taylor and Co. continuing longer
- . . -]
on the road and that it will be better for all parties that the contract should drop.

=  As far as I can understand the road is in such a state that the carts are next to useless
on it, and that the line over which the road is being taken is such as to ensure its being greatly
damaged or rendered almost impracticable for the fast transit of conveyances in every monsoon,
or whenever there is a heavier fall of rain than usual. It has had a fair trial and has proved a com-

plete failure.

@ 1 have reason to Lelieve that Messrs. Taylor and Co. bave in no way fuiled in their
eflorts to carry out tneir contract effectively, and they have succumbed only to circumstances over
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which they have had no control, viz, the impracticable state of the road, cans
| ) lque

of the two last monsvons, especially the last one. nton the floods

9. Thave here to observe that between the end of September
)

ven:bet;, the‘falllc')f}:-am throughout the greater part of the Madras Presidenc 1 iall

rarts throue i v . 'y and es i

Ld s through }\‘\ lic :]he lines of Cart-mail run, Las been most extraordin 1:” I Pec’ad)' 1o thore

ed, injuring the ro: i ‘nse  ex i eavy N
, injuring roads to an lmmense extent, so much so that it is 4 ¢ ’ e ot b

carts were able to'travel at all, : @ matier of surprise that the

and the latter end of No-

I'rom Messrs. Taylor and Co., d 2
1858, y 0., dated 24th June 10. I enclose for your information copies

Exxtract Minutes of Consultation . of the correspondence noted in the tarei
ot M . Pullc De- margin, relat-
partment, dated 19th November 1838, No. ing to the state of the Northern and Southern

1434, '
roads. I feel bound to recommend that runners

Fiom M -
it;;:er legs;;s. (Z"c;yg;t;z:;lf g;._, a';zfe:lfﬂoctlz (’(l-- be employed on the former until it is placed in a
€ 03, as wnutes of Consul- st actie: y : ’
tation, Public Depariment, 1zt December Sstate practicable for rapid travelling it horsed

» ;S.’»éi} No. 1477 and 22nd Dec. No. 1593 :)om'eyances. Disappointment and failure would

“rom Messrs. . — ; o . .

. l;ﬂgg Taylor and Co.., dated 27th Oc- l<‘itt.];;'01n]y results of-re-.orgamzmg a Cart Mail
. ‘stablishment on thelmc.m its present condition.

(True Copy.)
(Signed) FRED. J. JAMES,
Ilead ‘Asxialant
Postmaster General's Office.

From Messrs. TAYLOR and Co.
i858, ‘ 0.; to the Post Master General of Madras, dated 24th June

SIr,

Ve beg to acquair '
1t you that th . i i

hiCh\ e i:e > a?rs e yon ere are c‘ertam. pottions of the road from hence to Nellore
w . qu p able us to convey the Mails and Banghies within t} P ibed tim
the time lost in transmissi ] i ) y ing . o of the o oo e

! sion at ptesent 18 entirely owing to the bad stat ftl :
pecialiy after a fail of rain which. has very frequemly t:ken plo i . i ol i ot e

e . . . ace since the Istinstant, t}
which we would brmg more prommently to your notice are tlie followihe : e P]aces
o *

Between the fourth and fifth mi i '
mile stone ihe road is washed aw

i a

our mail cart to pass over. o and very daagerous for

At the 11th mile stone a iidge is under repair and will not be finished for some tiu.1e ‘et
At the 19th mile stone the road is under repair for sbout a quarter of a mile, at which plac ar
[ . e our

- carts are forced to go at the side, and below the road which is much cut up.  Between the S2nd
. € wuln

and 34th mile stone there is a salt water inlet, the sand of which is very deep, and a mile beyond
s e beyond,

the road i$ in a very bad state and two hours detention takes place every day at that pl
at that place.

At the 67th mile stone the road to the Naiduopett Post Office is in ver bad ord
. _ ! ad o
causes cor351derable delay. 1f the Post Office were situated nearer to the hioh };o- d ‘r'cr"and
that part in very good order it would save time to us, and would be muck, mg en ‘.“Ch s at
h b re convenient,

(s} M IS
At the 82nd mile stone and at other places on the road the inveited arches arevery d
ery danger-
O

3 < h l . b y.] 3 3 f o
ous lo cross at nio t’ there (}]“g no a lb.t a (Y] thtnl- If l - {] rt{wo
W 0 ny a norsge were '.0 S} y a fOOt (]

to either side and the cart be capsi i
. psized, it would most probably L aus
RS p ¥ Le the cause of death to both herse
Betwee i is i

- tween the 81th and 88th mile stone the road is in such a state with loose ston 1 black
c ) . .

aiyktmt our carts after a little fall of rain cannot go aver the distance ata quick e 1 o
il - » ter

alk ; moreover the horses are much injured from the loose stones over the g:l at P:‘_“ “fmha

’ cater portion of the

whole distance. At the 9:2ud and 103rd mi
| ance. Y mile stone a s i i
repair, which will not be finished perhaps for a month. el bridge and o portion of road under

'l & the n (‘) ice ' € maLs al (l I)an h[( S "p tl)
tl)e causes 0{ del l) m h 1 i E

he ah()‘e are some ()‘ e conv anc Of h N

tb!s hllit‘., “h”.h we XeSpE(tfu“) bfg tO bl]ng lo )Our HOUCC

(True Copy.)
.

(Signed) I'RLD.J.JAMES, .
1lead Assistant Postmaster General.

S

3

From Messrs. TAYLOR and Co. ; to the Postmaster General, Madraé, dated 30th November
1838. : '

S1x, . .

We beg to annex a Statement showing detentions of the Mails from Madras to Nellore, in
consequence of the state of the roads, which are in some places so very bad as to force us to go
4 considerable distance oft our way, before we can rejoin the made road, this takes sometimes an
hour and a half to do, when it ought only to take a few minutes, and our horses and conveyances
are very greatly injured by our having to go through paddy fields, thus entailing on us great loss
of both horses and carriages. We have given the Northern road a fair trial, and we find that our
losses in horses, and in the continual breaking of carriages are so great that we shall not with any
benefit to ourselves be able to continue the contract any longer, than you can with convenience
to yourself make other arrangements, to convey the Mails and Banghies to Nellore. We there-
fore most respectfally beg that you will kindly take our case into your immediate consideration,
and grant us a release from our engagements, more especially as horses of the description requir-
ed for Mail purposes are not at present to be procured and many of our horses from accidents
caused by broken arches, and from over work, have died lately, and we have no means of re-plac-

ing them, butat prices which it would not answer our purpose to give.

—————

MEMO.
1858. : . . Hours. Minutes.

October 22nd  Mail detained at the South bank of the Cortullur......... 1 15
23rd Ditto do. do. do. do. do.  eeereeenn eeees 1 0
24th Ditto  do. do. do. do. do.  eereiier i 1 30
24th Ditto do. -do. North do. - do. .ieireiecniienes 2 15
9Gth Ditto  do. do. South do. do.  eeiirricsnnine 1 - 30
o7th Ditto  do. do. do.  do. do. .eenen veevaennes 1 0
98th Ditto do.” do. North do. 0. e 0 45
a8th Ditto do. do. South do. s 1 TR 1 15
30th Ditto do. do. do. do. 1 TR 17 .15

31st Diwto do. do. do. do. do.  eerenene e, 0 45
Nov. 12th Ditto  do. do. do. do. s U TP 2 0
13th Ditto do. do. do. do. do.  ceveereierenenns 1 30
11th Ditto do. do. do. do. 11 VOROOP 2 - 15
15th Ditto do. do. do. do. 3 1 T e 0
16th Ditto do. do. do. do. dO.  ceeecrisirenins 11 " 80
17th Ditto  do. do.  do. do. 40, eiieveeeeeeen 9 - 30
18th Ditto do. do. -do. do. do.  ceearennn eveees 6 ) 13
19th Ditto do. do. do. do. dO.  eeiieiiininenes 1 30
21st  Ditto  do. - do. do. do. do.. ..... cerreee een 3 - 0
929nd Ditto do. do. do. do. dOv v ieeiisrnnies 2 30
o3rd Ditto do. do. do. do. do.  ceeeeines ceenes 3 15
October 2Ist Ditto. do. do. North  do. Saltwater Lake...... 1 0
9ond Ditto do. do. do. do. do. eeeeen e 3 20
23rd Ditto do. do. do. do. do. .ceeee - 2 30
21th Ditto do. do. South _do. do. ..eeeeene 4 15
o4th Ditto do. do. North do. . 4o ievenrane 2 13
25th Ditto  do. do. South  do. do. el 3 30
25th Ditto do. do. North do, do.  cereene .2 45
26th Ditto do. do. South do. - do.  eeeeeres 4 15
oGth Ditto do. do. North do. do. eeceenn. 1 50
27th Ditto  do. do. South  do. do. seieennns 3 15
27th Ditto’ do. do. North do. do. .eeeeenes 1 30
98th Ditto do. do. do.  do. do.  eereenns 2 "o
28ih Ditte do. * do. South  do. do. ..oieeenn 4 0
99th Ditto do. do. North do. do. .eeeernen | . 0
30th Ditto do. do.” South do. do. ..... T | 0
3lst Ditto do. do. North do. R U TR 1 30
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1838.
Novr.

« October

Novr.

October

Novr.,

12¢h
13th
14th
15th
15th
16th
16th

- 17th

17th
18th
18th
18th
19th
19th
20th
20th
21st
21st
16th
17th
17th
22nd
23rd
24th
26th
3lst
2ud
4th
20th
20th
15th
23rd
25th
26th
27th
27th

29nd

© 29nd

23rd
23rd

© 24¢h

24th
25th

* 25th

26th
27th
28th
28th
29th
28th

* MADRAas,

SO0th Norvember 1838,

T [T Siiied - Ar |
.
[
b
4 i
. . . - {
Hours, Minutes. ;
Mail detained at the North bank of the Salt water Lake. 1} 55 :T
Ditto do. do do. do. do. ......... 2 0 '
Ditto do. .do. do. do, do. ......... 2 50 4‘
Ditto do. do do, do. do. ......... 4 S50 , ,
Ditto do. do South do, . do. ... e 9 15 '“
Ditto  do. do do. do. : do. ......... 6 15 .
Ditto do. do North do. do. ......... G 45 :«
Ditto do. do South do. do. ... 6 0 v i
Ditto -do. do North  do. do. ......... 18 40 f '
Ditto  do. do. do. go, do. oo, 8 15 { I
Ditto  do. do. do.  go. do. . 1 15 .
Vit do. do. Sauth dn. g, 8 15 T
Ditto  do. do. North do. do. ......... 2 55 A
Dito do. do. South do. do. o) 6 55 (
Ditto do. do do. do. do. ........ 8 - 10 E
Ditto  do. “do North  do. do. ... 4 40 :
Ditto do. do. - South do. do. ......... 6 30 . { 2
Ditte  do. do. North do. do. ......... 4 2 ; !
Ditto  do. do. do. do, Soornamooky ......... 10 40 .
Ditto- do. do . do. do. do. ol 9 15 ; g
Ditto  do. do. South do. do. ...l 9 0 { !
Dito do. do. do. do. o ... 19 0 b
Ditto do. do. do, do. do. . ... 15 0 : §
Ditto do. do do. do. Goodoor and Ramdoss 5 0 ; '
Ditto do. do. do. do. do. .. 1 50 2
Ditto ~do. do. do. do. do. . 1 15 f ‘
Ditto do. do. do. do, do. ... 1 5 P
Ditto” do.- do. do. do, do. ... 1 5 &
Ditto  do. do. do. do. do, veeees 3 5 {
Ditto do. do. Jdo. do. ©oode. L. . 2 0 . }
Dito do. do. do. do. - do. ... 4 0 ( !
Ditto do. do. do. do. Inverted Arches ...... 3 50 Z
Ditto do. do. do. do. do. ... 3 15 l |
Ditto do. do. do. do. do. ... . 3 15 ; )
Ditto do.- do do. do. do. ... 3 15 ‘ !'
Ditto do. do. do. do. do. ... 2 0 A
Ditto do. do. North do. Soornamooky e 8 43 t
Ditto do. do. South do. Salt water Lake ..., 5 . 45 N
Ditto do. do. North do. Soornamooky ...... 7 S0 I ‘
Ditto do. do. South do. Salt water Lake ...... 6 45 % !
)
Ditto do. do. do. do. < do. 5 10 p:
Ditto do. do. North do. Soornamooky ...... 9 S0 i
Ditto do, do. do. do. do. ... 12 0
Ditto do. do. South do. Salt water Lake ...... 15 15 ‘2
Ditto do. do.  do, (o, do. e B 50 i
Ditto do. do. North .do. Soornamooky ...... 33 0 : f
Ditto do. do. do. do. « do .. 19 50 J!
Ditto do. do, do. do. do. feaans 35 13 :}
Ditto -do. Jdo. South do, Cotallar ... 4 30 1.:
Ditto do. do. do. do, Salt water Lake ...... 17 <
(Signed) TAYLOR and Co.
(True Copies.)
(Signed) FRED, J. JAMES,

liead Asst. Pustmaster General's Office,

oS-
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From Messrs Taylor, and Co. ; to the Postmaster General, Madras, dated 6th December 1838,

Sir,

With reference to our Ietter of the 30th ultimo, in which we omitted to mentiozx tany pat;t;
cular date at which it was our wish that the contract 'should cease, we beg to ac{quam yzﬁ; o
we have since heard from our Superintendents reporting the deaths of several Horses on e am,
and the probability of a number more either dying or being altogether unfit for wor "exgnen;
We therefore, most respectfully beg the favor of your Lmdly releasing us from our ﬁn;ral !
on the Northern road from the 3lst Instant, and for this act of favor we shall feel very

thankful

Exd. F, Cartledge:

Tt et

W e e TAre ., W — 4

(True Copy.)
(Signed) FRED. J. JAMES,
Head Assistant,
Postmaster General’s Offices

Order—Referred to the Public Works Department.
(True Extract and Copies.)

Chicf Secretdry,
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