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Fort Saint George, Public’ Works Consultation of 15th March 1859.
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No. 21. Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to J. D.
BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 17th February 1859, No.
7975. .
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SIR,

I learn from the orders of Government, No. 381 of the 15th Instant, that without any com.
munication with myself, to whom, our relative positions being had in regard, so small a measure
of customary courtesy might seem due, and apparently without full, or perhaps any inquiry of
his own, the principal of the Civil Engineering College, Captain Winscom, has reported to Go»
vernment that Peeragoundah has been appointed an Assistant Overseer of the D. P, W., in con-
travention of the orders of Government of the 7th May 1858,

2. On referring to the rule said to have been violated, as given in page 845, of the Fort

Saint George Gazette, I am so unfortunate as to be unable to discern its relevancy to the ap-
pointment of Peeragounda to be an Assistant Overseer of P. W, .
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3. Apparently the order in question bears exclusive reference to that unfortunate class of
men who, through the pressing exigencies of the State, having been summarily dismissed from
their employment in the D. P. W., were prohibited from re-employment, whatever their claims,
or howsoever valuble their practical experience and efficiency in the management, direction and
control of Native labor, unless during their performance of Military duties, and whilst subject to
all the vicissitudes of Regimental life, they shall have qualified themselves to obtain a Certificate
from the Principal of the Civil Engincering College. '

4. When Captain Winscom has had recourse to so extreme a measure as to accuse an
Officer so greatly his senior in rank and standing as myself of direct violation of regulation, I
lose confidence in my position, secure and impregnable as it seemed, and as it still appears to me
to be. But [ really do altogether fail to see in what manner the nomination of Peragounda to
be an Assistant Overseer is a breach of any of the orders by which it is my duty to be guided.

5. Peeragounda (see page 31 of last printed List of D. P. W.,) entered the ‘service .o.n the
3rd November 1839, or more than 19 years ago, and in what manner his late well merited prefer-
ment has become a grievance to the Principal of the Civil Engineering College, I cannot so much

as conjecture,

L ;
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NI 6. I venture to trouble the Government with Extracts from the last Confidential Reportg
-v : ;73 regarding Peragounda, and beg leave to add, that on finding the Northern Circle to be er.ltitled by
Y rotation to promotion, and it was only on remarking how completly Peeragounda’s claims were

corroborated by the local Officers, under whom he serves, that I admitted his name in the usual
Recommendation Roll, submitted for the approval of higher authority.

7. I have rarely, perhaps never, been more perplexed than by finding that one of the func.
tions of my Office, apparently easy of discharge, is liable to be objected to by a very junior

,;,"f‘,,}q Officer to myself, direct to Government and without any more reference to the Head of the De-
‘:;f'; ; partment, than when he made his application of the 20th March 1858, which surely could not
Wt

bave been injured, whilst it certainly might have been more carefully digested and matured, if

before proposing so sweeping a condition, in many cases virtually prohibitive, he had taken
pains to inform himself of its unavoidable action in individual cases.

T ia

8. My embarrassment is cui'iously increased on the present occasion by the scrutiny into
which I have been led of the appointments recommended during the late incumbency of my lo-
cum tenens, Lieutenant-Colonel Lawford, and if Captain Winscom is to perform the Office of

o censor on the Chief Engineer’s conformity to the orders of Government, it is certainly unintel-
ligible why Peeragounda, who has never left the Department, should be objected to, whilst no
whisper appears to have been raised against the following nominations, none of whom would
seem to have qualified, either under para. 17, of Notification I of 23rd J une 1857, or of 7th May
1858, viz.

M. Rungiah, vice Kennedy, 14th September 1858,
O. W. Palmer, Acting, vice Yardon, 9th November.
L. Cahill, vice Ryan, 8rd December.

II. Webb, vice Kennedy, 21st December.
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Fort Saint.George, Public Works Consultation of 15th March 1859,

Rungiah, Palmer and Webb, being like Peeragounda, members of the lower Subordinate Estab-
lishment, only that Palmer was one of the remanded men, and coming therefore under the rule
of 7th May 1858 ; whilst as to Cahill, he had left the Department many years ago, for employ.
ment in the Straits, yet the laudable jealousy of the Principal for certificated fitness appears to

be on the alert, only when vigilance is uncalled for and to slumber when scrutiny would seem to
have been wholesome.

9. To conclude, para. 1 of Extract Minutes Consultation, 1741, of 27th A.ugust, expressly
acquaints Major Lawford, that he had mitead the orders of Government, as to qualifications
which were only demanded from those *not jn the Department.” Notification No. 1., of 23rd
June 1837, never has been applied to existing incumbents, and even such paras. as V & VI, of
Notification 2, which have an avowed prospective action, have not been hitherto enforced in a
single instance, I believe, and I know not but that I am amenable myself to the censure of Go-
vernment for my own adop'tion of measures for carrying out orders so stringent and precise. As
howerer the casting of doubtsupon my correct discharge of duty whether by so junior an Officer,
as Captain Winscom, or by others, is calculated to greatly impede and obstruct arrangements
in themselves as unobjectionable, as I trust Peeragoanda’s has been shown to be, perhaps I shall
not be deemed to seek a too large measure of support from the Government, if I respectfully so-
licit that the Principal of the Civil Engineering College, may be instructed to confer with me
either personally or by letter, before taking up the time of Government by protests against ar-
rangements in the D. P, W, especially asin the very case under consideration, for any thing
Captain Winscom knew to the contrary, PeFragounda, might have been promoted under para.
42, the Right Honorable the Governor in ‘Council baving been pleased to dispense with all
conditions. ) '

Extracts from Confidential Reports of 1857.1858.
" 1857, ,

Peeragounda is a clever Maistry, zealous and willing in the discharge of his duties, is a
sturdy, robust and healthy man.

A 1858.

Peerago;mda has been employed for' many years in the Dist.riit——is a hard working and
zealous man, particularly useful in superintending any masonry work.

(Signed) C. E. FABER, Colonel,
Chief Engineer.

No. 22. o OrpErR THEREON, No. 538; dated 11th March 1859.

i i ! ion, when the general question of
ill be passed respecting Peeragounda’s promotion, W g
the ag;;li:stic:: of theporder of June 23rd, 1857, to persons already in the Department shall have

been decided. o

2, With reference to the tone of complaint assu'med_by Colonel Faber in this le'tter, whe.n
writing of that from the Superintendent of the Eng.meermg Collz?ge, t%le Governor in Council
must remark that it is wholly out of place and unsuitable. .Ca.ptam Wmscom.wrot.e that letter
not as a member of the Corps of Engineers at all, but as Principal of the Engineering College.
He acted quite correctly in addressing Government direct; and there is no reason whatever

why his correspondence should pass through the Chief Engineer.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
| Secretary to Gorernment.
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