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No. 88. Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer ; to J.D.
BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 31st January 1859, No. 7498.

Sir,

I do myself the honor, with reference to Extract Minutes of Consultation of the 13th In-
1 Memo. stant, No. 122, to forward herewith copy of a Memorandum by the
1 List. Svperintending Engineer, Southern Circle of P. W, together with his
Revised List of Works, from which he considers the restrictions impesed
. by the orders of the Government of India should be removed, and
under his explanations, I recommend that authority be granted for duly prosecuting to comple-
tion the several works Lieutenant Coloncl Lawford has enumerated. ‘

Dated 26th January 1859.

2, Adverting to the Road from Vencataramarazpett to Royachoty and to that from Roya-
choty to Poonganoor, alluded to in para. 3 of the orders of Government under reply, I beg to
refer to my letter of the 25th Instant, No. 73506, wherein I took the liberty of unreservedly
pressing on the attention of Government, whilst reporting on the subject of the construction
of certain feeding Roads of the N. W. line of Railway the importance of these communications,
they being indispensable to secure the advantages expected from the Railway.

Memorandum from Lieutenant-Colonel E. LAWFORD, Superintending Engineer, Southern
Circle; to Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer, dated 26th January 1859.

With reference to Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, No. 122, dated 13th Instant,
I beg to submit a Revised, List of Works, from which I considerthe restriction imposed by the
order of the 17th July 1857, should be removed. .

2. My reason for laying before Government the Lists received from the District Engineers,
although curtailed in this Office, was that I could not tell how far the views of the Government
of India in stopping all Public Works in 1837 might have undergone change, and my great desire
was to obtain sanction for proceeding with some of the more urgent during the working season

.of 1859, seeing the difficulty and danger of such operations when liable to be interrupted by rain.

3. Oa the first work in this List I need make no remark, asits prosecution seems in accord-
ance with the intentions of Government. Nos. 2and 3 are for improving parts of one of the
most important Roads in the Presidency, viz., the continuation of Trunk Road No. 8, which inter-
sects the Madura and Tinnevelly Districts and leads direct to Travancore. Its present state is

as bad as possible.

4. No. 4 in Tanjore is a work of Irrigation of the first necessity’and so is No. 7, though of
no extensive influence; while it seems hardly necessary to point out the extreme importance of
Nos. 6 and 8, to give a free discharge to the two streams affected.

6. Nos.9and 10 in Cuddapah are purely conservative works and their importance need
not be urged.

6. As to the last work in the List, I beg to observe that the necessity of altering the position
of the Head Sluice at the Vellaur Annicut was pointed out by me at the time I proposed the
reconstruction of the Dam itself (1854), and was fully recognized by the local Officers when sub-
mitting the Estimate for sanction in 1857,

7. The work has been stopp?d after sanction but the urgency of the case is to my mind
the same as ever, and the responsibility for any consequences that may result must now rest with
the District Engineer.

8. So long as the present Sluice remains, the river must take a course which throws an
oblique current on the Annicnt, and although it is possible that no immediate danger exists, it
is most desirable that the present state of things should not continue longer than is absolutely
necessary. 1t is now too late to urge the actual commencement of the work in the current year,
but I do hope that arrangements may be made for preparing materials, so that the Sluice may be
re-built early in 1860, T
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