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’ g o - L D Ny , o _ -y Fort Saint George, Public Works Censultation of 8th March 1859. ; |
_ o \ & i
L ( . ‘ Read again letter from the Officiating Chief Engineer, dated 2{th December 18358, and recorded Gl
> : . o ) : 7 ‘ in Diary to Consultation 18th January 1859, No. 125. i
s ‘ ‘ - - ’ o No. 55. Read also the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engincer; to «"' -
. T J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 4th February 1859, I
- : | No. 7608. it
7 ; Sig, . .
. ; With reference to Extract Minutes Consultation No. 125, dated 13:th January 1859, I T
- \ , oo S have the honor to forward the papers* as per margin relating to Jb
X T S I IR \ : ‘ ‘ o 'I;:_‘éffhg“S‘;‘:ciz:‘”‘ﬁgiﬁ':‘v};ﬂégg?j the robbery of Captain Morgan’s Cash Chest at Ootacamund. \i !
E o e o L B . ‘ - : E . x neer ;Iaﬁ;t;llit;lih Decermbor 1958 2. It appears that jivhen Captain Morgan took charge of the ‘& ?
) . LT : ‘ : . I {rom Captain Morgan, " Chest from Major Dobbie he found in it a sum of Rupees 4,500 t‘ k
N : ) %» ’ Nc;} ;:‘502;:2?“233{)&?“‘“1’“ 1858, which he remarked on as being ‘ excessive,” but the latter Offi- ! T
“ ’ | ‘ . . cer alleges that it was not more than sufficient to meet the exi- bt
3 - ‘ - o : gencies of his Department, and in this opinion he is supported by his superior, Captain Carup- ih ‘
- . i S A .. ' T I bell. However this may be, it was Captain Morgan’s duty under any circumstances to have i '*L 5
;o - o . . ' ; C ’ . * taken steps for securing the large amount which he might have transferred to the Public Office ‘:, :
) a , S ' . : S of the Station. LE
o o T C I - L ) ' 3. It does not appear from any papers submitted to this Office, that any clue to the rob- ' 1
' o ] ) LT . l - g c . ] . bery has been gained which occurred during the Executive Engineer’s absence from Ootacamund, ) 3 4
B . i . ’ .- o J and while I cannot but feel that due care of the public money has not been taken by Captain i; ,:»f,_
: . ‘ i - ' - a Morgan, or even his predecessor, whose conduct however is not before Government, I can only L
O oL - L . - - leave the matter to higher authority who may possibly receive further information from the &
AP f} o : . S L S E o T o o o - ."j | Judicial Department to decide on the extent of blame incurred. ' ’ £
i SO D . T o P 4. By the Regulations of the Bengal Code a guard of 1 Duffadar and 4 Burkundauzes “;‘ 3
o o g S e S - S LT e B - would have been allowed to an Executive Engineer in the posi- - “ 1
e T B Lo ‘ S S gg:l’:g‘; 1& %:xie]c:edpf;%ul;s‘& tion of Captain Morgan ; and altogether it is evident, that in the 1
R S oL et T - R . : i?‘g ' d other Presidencies mno such risks occur as are, and have been en- X 5
. . . Lo S o Lo . L ; countered since the D. P. W, was deprived of the services of Talook and Police Peons previous ’A, ;
e T T oL ' o R - Sl . : : to which indeed 1 cannot recall any instances of the robberies and losses now so frequent. i j
. B . - . - : — 1
e : ' - ) ' ; Letter from Captain J. CAMPBELL, Special Executive Engineer ; to Lieutenant Colonel E. } i
. N A L ‘ . Lot . o . - i : LAWFORD, Officiating Chief Engineer, dated Jackatallah, 23rd December 1858, ! 3 :
. R o b T e - S , ‘ 5'; b No. 253. ! :
. O T L : . " - SIr, ) i
o J ) e ) R e ' e o e , As required by your Resolution, No. 5990, of 4th Instant, I have the honor to enclose Cap- ;
Ca o o T . ) . - . L o i tain Dobbie's Statement, No, and date as per ;
: ) i o o o ) S : x No. 163, of 20th December 1838. - margin, in which he observes that it is necessary nE
R - - N L - R for him to keep as much as 4,500 Rupees in his Chest to carry on his works, that he was not E
o S ST T o ST e B : o ' ’ ‘ aware Govind Raz was a convicted felon, and that he still thinks it proper tc retain writer 3
. : ’ o T o . Iloply in his employment. I also enclose letter . L&
R , ’ - } N . No. 117, of 17th December 1858. ‘as per margin from Captain Morgan. The ;-i
- ST . L K R C : . o ; ' R o amount received as yet I am given to understand is under 200 Rupees. ) ' 'E
. ; . . : , - 3 . : - L : r B 2. My opinion is that Captain Dobbie had not a larger sum in chest than he required for :%
1 ‘ | . ‘ ! 1 the current month’s expenditure on the Forest and Workshop. Captain Dobbie does not shew 4%
. - " SR o T S that he made proper enquiries into Govind Raz’s character which he should have done before en- ¥
- B R . L S tertaining him. Captain Morgan appeas to have taken the precaution of placing the Treasure i :%
D e e T T e S oL N \ under a guard of Peons and Lascars, if this be admitted fully, his responsibility there ends, and 5
- o L - - o o ) o / R the loss of the money is chargeable direct upon the guard. - *:
) Lol T IR T e o : ' . . ‘ Letter from Captain Il R. MORGAN, Executive Engineer in charge Moodunully Forest; :
i . - " ST e Lo to Captain J. CAMPBELL, Special Executive Engineer, Neilgherry Barracks, ]
e . S R o - . - ( . , Jackatallah, dated Kulbutty, 17th December 1858, No. 117. - : ,.ﬂ
R o § - o S e T In reply to Extract Minutes of Consultation No, 5990, of 4th December 1858, I bave the '~ ‘L N
s ’ ) g . ' . honor to inform you that the writer Hoply belonged to the Neilgherry range and as writer of f v A A
. : ‘ o - o < . o o : . ; oot ’/’V" i 'v
) . | L a \ | . ,, re :
o , ﬂ = . . ’ .7 |
- . ! “ - - N »
S T g o B . -0 Ty Lo ﬂ - ———
~ - . ! ; s




Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 8th March 1859.
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that range he should have had nothing to do with the Moodunully Cash Chest or accoiints, for
which there was a separate establishment paid out of the Forest money,

2. With regard to the Cash Chest Peon Govindoo Rajoo, I have already explained in my
letter No. 112 of 2nd December 1858, that he was Captain Dobbie’s Lascar, and was appointed
as Cash Chest Peon by Captain Dobbie, on the day he made over charge to me, in the place of

the Head Cash Chest Peon Abdoolrymawn, who belonged to the Moodunully Forest Cash
Chest. This exchange was effected without my being consulted.

Letter fiom Captain G. S. DOBBIE, Exccutive Engineer ; to Captain J. CAMPBELL,

Special Executive Engineer in charge of Jackatallah Barracks, dated Ootacamund,
20th December 1838, No. 165,

Sir,

With reference to the Proceedings of the Chief Engineer No. 5990 dated 4th December
1858, herewith returned. 1 do myself the honor for his information to offer the following re-
marks on the threc questions asked i. e. first, how so large a balance as Rupees 4,500 was allow-
ed to accumulate, 2ndly, the circumstances under which the Peon a *¢ convicted felon” was eh-
tertained, and 3rdly, the circumstances under which the writer Iloply was entertained. *

2. With reference to the first question, not baving the books to refer to, I am unable to
state if the sum mentioned is the exact amount I delivered over to my successor, when he
took charge of the Forest, I remember there was a considerable sum but not more than 1 r:quired
for the works there were funds for 3 works lodged in the Cash Chest at the time I gave over
charge. i. e. Moodmully Forest, Lime works and Goondelpett Workshop. For the first work large
sums were required to beat command for the payment of the people employed in the Forest; for
the purchase of provisions, advances to Bandymen, and payment for carriage of Timber, &ec. &ec.
on first taking charge I was obliged to carry on the work, to borrow from other bags, this con-
fuses the accounts and I determined it should not oceur again, the amount of advances that will
be required in a month cannot be guessed at exactly, [ have therefore invariably endeavoured to
have sufficient funds in my Chest to micet all demands. I had arranged with a person at
Mysore to supply my Kaikana with provisions during the great searcity of Grain that existed,
when I had charge, and I made provision to meet the cost, he disappointed me, and only suppli-
ed me with one batch of provisions, I had also procured provisions from a person at Goondelpett,
1 had to provide for this payment, and also advances for further supplies. The Line works had
been brought to a close and I had been collecting the sum due by certain parties which had
swelled this account with the money that T had to between 1,000 and 2,000 Rupees all the money
had not been recovered that was due, I purposed when closiny the account to have returned the
money to the Officer in charge of the Barracks at Jackatallah. The Goondelpett Workshop was
the 3rd work, how much was in the bag belonging to that work my memory will not serve me
tosay. Iwasin the habit when visiting these several works of taking down the money
required sometimes as much as 1,500 Rupees in my Transit not liking to tiust the money to the
charge of others. If I remember right my Estimate for money for the month of November was
Avost & formight ater given ovef smalvl as [ consid'ered I had sufficient for my .work on the 10th
charge. of November 1 was requested to endorse 2 Bills amounting to

: Rupees 1,500 for t'hekabove works over and above the amount
I had handed over in the Cash Chest. I do not consider the sum 1 had in the Chest belonging

to the Forest was above what was requisite to meet the many demands [ had to provide against,
(=]

if the person at Mysore had fulfilled his promise in supplying the provisions he had éngaged
to do. °

3. In June I entertained Govindoo Raz. 1 connot speak at this time with rezatd to what
passed on my entertaining him, or the enquiries I made regarding his character : fxeivas with me
from June till the time I gave over the Forest to my successor and conducted himself well, 1 was
not aware that he was a convicted felon, I never heard a word regarding this being the case until
I received the Proceedings now under acknowledgement, and 1 kuow nothing for certain of his
having been so, excepting what is stated in the Chief Engineer’s Pioceedings he was lately a
Duffadar in the Ootacamund Jail and was discharged on account of some prisoners escaping, but
this I heard nothing of till to-day. Inmy Office were several Writers, Natives,and East Indians but

nothing whatever was said of the man being as is now stated a convicted felon, the man conducted
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fimself well during the time he was und%r me, lﬁlaid“ I known of ‘hi‘é' pfévi‘c?lus ‘chiya'étéf ﬁv;‘;?ui[d
tot have entertained him. 1t is almost l’mp(’)SSI'bIe‘When entertaining a mdn to get at,the :truth
of his previous character, but should he be dismissed then and then alone are all opened
inouthed against him. ' |

4. With regard to the 3rd question relative to H‘oply. He was enter\ta.ingd by another
Of.cer about two years ago, heis awell behaved youth he has E)egn under my orflers fox'- upwards
of siz months aind hasconducted himself well apd been Tegular in ,at?en{janc_e’ ﬂlepn!y fi.uglt I Illa‘ve
found with hifn is that his writing is slovefnly and [ l,mve thﬂreartenbed to dlSﬂ}lSS‘ 'hxm on that ac-
sount alone, biit ds the robbery has taken plac‘e. and as he was z.arrest.ed on suspicion .but has bec:n
discharged, I have felt it would be the boy’s riin now to dismiss him, as those desirous to ruin
his ¢haracter would only be too glad to 1ay’h91-d ,Of tl‘ns asa pvl"ete:'zt' fff.dogg s0. I}ad,l b(‘ee.r}
called upon to have given him a charactef with regard to his duties in Office, I would have
given him & good oné.

Orptr THEREON, No. 503 ; dated 5th March 1859.

No. 56. -
These papers relate to t,f:e robbery of ‘ Rui){ees{ 1,800‘f1f0'u} the Czi’sb*vCHelsf pf ngféiﬁ Mor-
g, Assistant to the Special Execiitive Engineer at Jackatallah:  The ro'rbber_y: was rfzp(?r't?d. to
Government by the Officiating Chief Engineer on the 24t1.1 December 1858, with an 1nt1mat1f)n
that furthet information had been called for; and with his letter of the 4«th'. Ultlxno the Chief
Engineer submits one from the Special Executive Engineer at Jack.atallah; wx.th enclosures from
Captains Dobbie and Morgan, furnishing explanation on the points on which they had been
called upon for further information. ' .

2. The roixbery was committed during Captain Morgan’s

# o Special Exeeutive Enginect 3 0n0e from Ootacaround, and i attributed® by hint to the,

dated 22nd November 1838.

’

following causes:

ist The known large Cash balance in the Chest, which at the time he took charge from Cap-,

tain Dobbie, amounted to Rupees 4,500.

2nd, Captain Dobbie’s frequently trusting writer IToply for an hour or so at a time with the
. Cash Chest key, and thus giving him opportunities of making a false key and becom-

ing acquainted with the mechanism of the Chest.
o

3rd. The entertainment by Captain Dobbie of Gooviudoo Raz, a convicted felon, as a Trea-
sury guard.

‘ 3. The Right Honorable the Governor in (.Jouncil f:onsic'iers the.e.xplanation furx'lished Py
Captain Dobbie in reply to the Oiciating Chlef. Engineer's enquiries, to b]e far from sa:t1s;
factory. As regards his allegation that the amount in th‘e Chest was not more than was requm.an
for the works under his charge, the Governor in Council requests that the Chief Engu;)eer gis

1send for and examine Captain PDobbie’s Cash book for.threfa moPths, Se'ptember to Dec.em ecr1 1 &

 and lay it before Government with a Statement shewing his daily receipts and expenditure during

+'that period, together with his own opinion as to the necessity of his having had so ml'xch money
in hand. In h?s Jetter of the 17th December 1838, Captain Morgan states that the writer Hoply

belonged to the Neilgherry range, and should have had nothin.g to do with the .Moodur.mlly
Cash Chest or accounts, for which there was a separate estabhshm?nt. The Chief Engineer
. will therefore call upon Captain Dobtbie to explain under what cn"cumstances, as stated b}y;
Captain Morgan in his letter of the 22nd November 1858, he permitted t‘he key‘ of the Cas
Chest to be in H oply’s hands so often and so long, and whether he ever allowed him access to

the Chest, to take out or pay away money, without being present himself.
¢l
»

4. With reference to the Officiating Chief Engineer’s enquiritfs regardiflg: Gov'indoo Raz,
Capt : Dobbie states that he is unable now to say what passed on his entertaining him, or wb'at,
P a.ufl ade, recarding his character; and that he was not aware at the time that h'e was
erane hefn;ﬂ‘n ’or :s he l?as since heard, that he was discharged from his fox_‘mer situation of
1 COT\V‘Ctedf ;:(;ota’camund Jail, in consequence of the escape of some prisoners. The Governor
'.-Duff'ddaf"; t nnot regard this explanation as gatisfactory, and lie cannct but thin.k that Cap-
Jtn'(»(;;:;}‘ai: awas culp:bly remiss to appoint a man to be Cash Chest Peon with so little care to
ain
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ascertain his antecedents. Itis noticed that Captain Morgan says in his letter of the 17th De-

cember that Govindoo Raz was Captain Dobbie’s lascar, and was appointed by him to the Cash
.. Chest Peon on the very day cf his delivering over charge, in lieu of the head Peon who belonged
" <to the Moodunully Forest Cash Chest. Captain Dobbie will be desired to explain his reasons
_ or making this exchange, on the very day of giving over charge of his office,

5. Captain Dobbie’s explanation as to his management of funds
practice was very irregular,

© e e ———
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eads to the opinion that his : ’

The Chief Engineer will report after e |
! books, how far that Officer’s proceedings in this respect have been | :1,
, for drawing funds published at page. 393 of Government _Ci'rcular Order Book, and especially ’ 1‘{
{;’ * Footnote at page 394 of Grant’s Circalar Order’ Book, with Rule 6’ and the subsequent order of *
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xamining Captain Dobbie's . "
n accordance with the Rules

~
-
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/ o e
Government of the 5th December 1836.%
. Colonel Faber will also report with reference to Rule 18 the dates on which Captain

j Campbell examined Captain Dobbie’s accounts and Cash Chest du
;' ceding the date of his delivering over charge to Captain Morgan.
6. It appears from para. 1 of Captain Campbell's letter of 23rd December that 200 Rupees ¢
_, of the stolen money has beeen recovered. The circumstances under which this partial recovery
" has been made are not stated, and that Officer will be called upon to explain how it was
. effected.
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7. The Chief Engineer will give immediate attention to the points on which information
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and explanation have been called for in this order, and submit his reply at an early date. 7 7 ) / / Dot cerr SOF 4
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8. Adverting to the Chief Engincer's remark in para. 4, the Governor in Council observes ‘\ ! /);,‘7«5 7 /‘/ : '{'/Sf' - ’
that Captain Morgan had two Peons and two Lascars at hi . { A S5

g 79 y
s disposal.  There appears no reason /&/Z/’/ y é(%/g o
to smppose that an armed guard was necessary to prevent t ]
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his theft; it could not have occurred 1 1//{/\ ¢ X o o Cton /ﬁ/(, ,{/,{,//,, e /!{r’ //"} Y
if a single Peon or Lascar had been at hand, even sleepin y

g, and had been true to his duty. . o 77 Wav o 5% //f , (/ . / (%/l//()/ﬁ,:,(/,;;, vire cere € =
9. A copy of the correspondence above recorded, and of this order, will be transmitted to ] ¢ /; e /ﬁ Phiwsiioa @ /s LR /
the Magistrate of Coimbatore, who will submita full report of the casc, " J

2t an early date, for '
the information of Government.
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(Signed) J.D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government.
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