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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
. _ Jor the month of December 1859, :

No. 28. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. IT. BELL, Chief Engineer ;
to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 6th December 1859,
No. 8000, : '

\.,/A,,’/' -

In their proceedings dated 22nd October 1859, No. 2190, the Government remarked that
- the estimate for the Mantaral pass was for

1 Letter from District Engineer, 31st October 1859, No, 885, . .

1 edo. from  do. # 12th Novomber1859: No. 980, Opening a practicable trace over the Pass, not
1 do. from do, 18th  do, 1859, No.100l. for makine a s . 3.

1 do. from do. 19th  do. 1859, No. 1003, naking a substantial road; and before
1 Sketch. sanctioning the completion of the work, as re-

commended in my letter of the 11th Cetober
1859, No. 5981, the Governor in Council desired to be informed whether the pass, if so com-
pleted, would be suited to bear the heavy stores which the Irrigation Company will have to
send to Karnil. In reply to this enquiry, I have the honor to submit the accompanying letters
from the acting District Engineer, Karntl,
from which it will be observed that about J0
miles of the' Mantaral Canama ghat, (the total length being about 13 miles), lie in the low
country, and pass, for the most part through jungle. The District Engineer considers the
natural soil in this portion of the pass hardly fitted to"bear heavy traffic. The actual ghit is
said to be about 3 miles long, and can be widened to 10 feet by cutting into the side of the hill,
composed of slate, which would of course bear any traffic that might be brought upon it. -

St o

Letter dated 18th November 1859, No. 1001,

D2 SR L A — -

=

9. Mr. Assistant Overseer Skipp is said to have experienced no difficulty in moving his
tents from Vinuconda to Dorenal4, a distance
of 49 miles. The soil in general is red and
bard. Some of the nullahs are reported to have steep banks requiring to be sloped to faciljtate
the passage of carts. The District Engineer considers that Rupees 100 per mile would proba-
bly be suflicient to render this portion of the road passable in fair weather.

3. Captain Nelson of Siddaptr, (an invalid officer and a settler in these parts), has consent-
ed to undertake the superintendence of the
works or a salary of Rupees 250 per mensem

and his travelling expenses.  Licutenant Beckley recommends that his services should be engag-
ed, as there is no one else available. Should Government be pleased to sanction the recom-
' mencement of the work on the ghit, the District Engineer will appoint a Sub-Overseer, who
‘ will be able both to keep the accounts and superintend the coolies, thereby dispensing with a
writer whose services Captain Nelson states would be required should he be appointed to the
cliarge of the work. :

Letter No. 80, dated 12th Noyember 1859,

Paragraph 3 of letter dated 31st October 1859, No, §85.

| 4. The District Engineer observes that when saying that he thought the trace could be
: completed with a width of 10 feet for Rupees
6,000, he included the cost of superintendence,
but the correctness or otherwise of this estimate will depend greatly on the quantity of labor
procurable, forif this were small, the charge for superintendence would be out of proportion to the
amount of work done.  But judging from the information received from Captain Nelson, it would
seem that there is likely to be no difficulty in obtaining labor at the present time, owing to bad
crops and great scarcity of provisions.

Letter dated 18th November 1859, No. 1001.

3. For the above reason, it is very desirable that no time should be lost in commencing
operations. 1f delayed for another year, labor will probably not be procurable except at very
exorbitant rates in consequence of the proximity of the Madras Irrigation and Canal Company’s
works.

6. Under the foregoing explanation, I beg that Government will be pleased to sanction the
transier of Rupees 6,000 from the Nundicanamah ghédt sanctioned estimate for the completion
of the Mantaral ghdt trace, as proposed in my letter of the 11th October last, No. 5981.

No. 20, ORDER THEREON, 22nd December 1859, No. 2973.

Under the explanation furnished, the Goverument sanction the transfer of the sum of Ru-
pees six thousand from  the sanction for the Nundicanamah ghat, for the completion of tle



vernment .Publzc Works Department

Jor the month of December 1859.
Mantaral gh4t trace, i

a3 proposed in the Chicf Engineer's letter of the 11th October last No.
5084. .

Proceedings of tie_ﬁlat.lra; ‘Go

2. The Government do not consider i¢ necessary that Captain Nelson's services should be
ged for this work, They are of

opinion that it should be superintended by a subordinate of
nt and they desire that arrangementg

enga
the Public Works Departme
desire that the work ma

be made accordingly, They
y be commenced 43 soon as the ghit becomes healthy ; and they hope it
will be completed in one season,
(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government,
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