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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Jor the month of December 1859.
S S
No. 14. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Military Departs
ment, dated 25th Novembler 1859, No. 4192, )

Reviewing a letter from the Adjutant General of the Army
on the necessity of improving the communications by land o e .
and water to render Cannaniir accessible as all seasons, (Vide Military Proceedin
and calling for information on the subjcct.

s from 21st to 30th
November 1859, Nosé.; 126 @ 129.) °

No. 135. ORDER THEREON, 2Ist December 1859, No. 296G.

In the orders specified in the margin, the Government directed that work on the Perambadi
ghat and road should be stopped, in consequence of the inability
of the Chief Engineer to provide efficient superintendence for
it. They were led to adopt this measure because it was clear
from a previous report on the work that very great waste had
occurred from the absence of honest and skilled superinteridence.

4th October 1859 No, 2368.
2nth » » 2028

Order 1st June 1859 No, 1344,

2, The Governor in Council now resolves to request the Chief Engincer to take immedi-
ate measures for providing efficient superintendence, and commencing vigorously the execution
of the repair of the Perambadi ghit.

3. With respect to the water communication between Cannanir and Mangaldr, it is ob-
served that in his letter of the 20th June last No. 1826 the

Rei‘t:dfgls?n the Ist July 1859 Cpief Engineer reported the completion of the survey of the line
) for the canal from Hosadirg to Malki, 20 miles north of Manga-

lér, and that estimates were then under preparation. Colouel Bell will now be called on to
send in the estimates without delay for completing the communication to Mangalir; and to
state what amount may with advantage be spent on the work in the next official year, 1860-61.
The Government are anxious that the work should be in the budget for that year and should

be carried on with vigour. |
’ (Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government,




AIILITARY DEPARTMENT.
PROCELDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
Tcad the following :—
Memo. from the Adjutant General of the Army, Fort Saint George, 31st October 1839, No. 33).
The Commander-in-Chief has the honor to submit for the information of Government the

within clear and able Statement from Brigadier FitzGerald Commanding the Provinces of Vala-
bar and Canara, representing the distress of the Native Troops and inhabitants consequent on the
scarcity and famine price of Rice during the late South Western monsoon.

9. This report shews how urgent is the necessity —for completing the communication boti
! by water and by road in the Provinces, which ITis Excellency has so repeatedly pressed upon at-
l tention, and this would scem to be the most effectual means of preveating a rccurrence of the
scrious evil herein brought to notice. ‘
1 —
'f From the Brigadicr Commandiag Malabar and Cunara, Cannanore, 15th Oclober 1830, No. 321;
(o the Adjutant General of the Army, Fort Saint George.

I should be guilty of a neglect of duty and of the responsibilities attached to my position as
Diigadier Commanding these Lrovinces, if I failed, after a period of great distress, as affecting the
\' 'N-u‘ive Troops, their families and followers, as well as the population of the country gencrally in

shlatiniinie

¢

this part of Malabar, to bring the same to notice, in the hopes that means may be adopted by Go-
vernment to prevent a recarreiice of such a dangerous, I may say disastrous, state of things as has
occurred here during the months of August and September last, not only on account of Rice, the
: v o  suple article of food being at famine price, but at times noteven procurable atall, I have there-
% \ forc the honor to request you will Lave the goodness to lay this before 11is Lxcelleney the Com-
Chief for such notice as he may deem fit,

e
/

’ mander-in- .
2. It would be quite superfluous, and in fact presmmptuous, in my attempting to desciibe

the peculiar position of North Malubar as regards the means of suppiy of Rice, the staple and
.Jmost only cerial 1a usc as food to any extent in the face of the able reports [ am aware have at
var,ous times been made to Government, particularly fiom W. Robinson Lsquire, late Acting
Cotlector ; sufiice it to say, that during at the least 6 months of the 3. . mensoon, North 3ia-

labar is [ may say cntirely cut off from all communication with the Rice producing countiics
viz., the juterior of Mysore and Mercara by No. 4 Trunk Road and the Periambaddy Ghat, and
with North Canara by Sea. The former line of communication has I believe been much improv-
ed this last monsoon 23 tegards the passage of the Ghat itsclf, I understand the principal obsta-
cles to have occurred for some distance Loth immediately above and below the Ghat, be that as
it may Le, the result has been that at the periods of the greatest scarcity, little help has ‘been re-
- .+ ccived from inlard, and during that time I know of many Bandics for this plice being detained
from the state of the roads ; as to the latter, North Malabar isin a great measure dependant on
Canara for Rice, North Malabar does not produce Rice suflicient for its own consumption and pro-
bably imports rather more than 1 of the cerial food consumed. The average annual value of the
l Rice alone importcd from Mangalore is about 10 Lacks of Rupees. !
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3. At present the trade between the two Distriets is entirely carricd on of necessity by sca,
, the Coast Road is so intersected by rivers and backwaters, as to Le eutirely shut up exceptfor
' a small trafe by coolies—The communication by sea also is enly open for the G fair weather
months of the N. E. monsoon, and cven then liable to interruption, scrious danger and conse-
quent great irregularity—The Boats employed are open, undecked and quite unequal to encoun-
ter any thing approaching bad weather, therefore if stormy weather take place earlier than usual,
at the period the grain Merchants are completing their monsoon supplies in April or early
in Alay, as was the case in May 1857, and the Hurricane on this Coast on the 28:h April last,
the consequences are & short supply of grain and starvation, for which at present there is wo
remedy, for even a Steamer of great power dare not anchor here on this Coast during the height
i of the monsoon, and even if she did, she could not communicate with the shore.

4. I must also state that apart from the occurrence of such contingencies as I have desciib-
ed, under the most favorable circumstances, Rice thé staple food of the country is muchdcas-
er than it ought to or might be—There is no such thing existing amony the grain Merchants as
Lealthy competition, combination is the rule—In the best of seasons it is notosious, that taz
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starvation to be very predominent,
6. Iam happy 1o say that unde

. \
r the trying circumstances; tle conduct of (he Native ‘
Troops, familjes and followers hag been most Praiseworthy, and I have heard of nothing to thg

contrary among ¢} Populativn of (e country,

7. To Prove the facts, on which ] have

mentioned the above remarks,
Statements marked A 3 and C

s the first shewing the state of the market ‘
sort Rice during the months of August ang September—B anq C, the enhanced price |
of all the staple articles of food at thig Station during the last 10 years, the former liade
out for the month of February ip each year (]10 cheapest time, ang the latte, for the month of
July the dearest time of the year—some of the principal articles it wil] pe observed Byype risen
in price to the €xtent of from 20 , 300 per cent,
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ORrbpER, No, 1192, 25¢4, November 1859,
The Governor in Conn

cil considers the foregoing Report from Brigadier FitzGerald, ipter.
esting and credimblc-Reg

retting as His Ilonor does the circumstances that called for it, 11¢

Exd. J. £, Caheat
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