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Proceedings of the Ma_dras Government, Public Works Department,
Jor the month of December 1859.

e et
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No.10.  Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. BELL, Chief Enocineer:
to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq,, Secretary to Government, dated 16th December
‘ 1859, No. 8108.

In his season report for October 1859, the acting District Engineer, Kistna division,
' 1 Letter from District Engineer, dated })rought to notice that no rain having fallen since the first week
; . 4th November 1859, - in October, the want of water was severely felt more especially
: g:: ;for:,if’;hsffai"g?%”s'h' in the Masulipatam delta, and that great apprehensions were
1 go. f;r;;n do. 8rd December 1359, entertained of the total destruction of the wet crops. Tanks
O 205 which are not fed by river water were almost all dry and even
; the dry crops had suffered from the want of rain. The District Engineer has urged, therefore, -
the necessity of adopting some means whereby an increase in the supply of water in the main
channels may be ensured. The works provided for in the following estimates which bave already
received the sanction of Government contemplate the attainment of this object.

. , . Amount of Date of"°

o

. . estimate. sanction.

' ‘ For sloping the banks of the main duct 10th Decem-
ftem No. elg;-‘ N°°f 2""{‘3; from the Kistna anicut on_the northern side »Rs.20,240. ©  ber 1856,

! '{g‘g;_":;_e - ’ of the river in the Masulipatam district. No. 2287.

\ For sloping down the banks of the main 18thD

: ILiem No. 210 I:’g 2bl‘fg; channel from the southern or Guntiir flank .Rs. 22.870 lt) . e‘éﬁ‘g‘

‘ ‘i'é‘s’gf??,’f’ menk - of the Kistna anicut in the Masulipatam { ~ > “*°¢"- \Iex L ‘38’

o district. o 0 ° o. 2338,

,‘ 437 /

@, The District Engineer® considers the first of these projects to be comparatively of
, greater importance. By carrying out the works provided for
* Lottor dated 28th November 1859, jp the estimate for the same, the exgsion of the sides by the

paragraph 2. ‘corrent and rain, and the consequent choking up of the channel
4 will be prevented. As reported in the late Chief Engineer’s letter of the 18th November 1856,
) ; No. 8207, the section of the channel is at present but little more than suflicient to supply the
ﬁater required for the Pulaird channel, the cultivation under which has considerably increased,
and as the extent of ground under the Mopedévi and Masulipatam channels and the Pulaird is
given at 100,000 acres, the capacity of the main duct must be increased to carry a volume of water
. sufficient for 300,000 acres.-

3. ' The Government have in Extract Minutes Consultation, 10th December 1856, No. 2287,
admitted the necessity of the work, and as the District Engineer states that he anticipates be-
ing able to perform the same out of the funds allotted for repairs to works in the Masulipatam
district, I recommend compliance with his request by the removal of the restriction on the
works in question in consideration of the urgent necessity which exists for increasing the sup-
ply of water in the main channels.

ARy

.

4. Irequest that the Government will be pleased to pass early orders on the subject of
this application, to enable the District Engineer to collect workmen and to provide hutting and
accommodation for them. : .

5. The proposition of the acting District Engineer for raising the anicut will be considered.

No. 11. ORrRDER THEREON, 21st December 1859, No. 2964,

It does not appear that the opinion of the Collector has been obtained on the project re=
commended in this letter ; but the Govexnment must have it, before passing an order for so large
a diversion of the funds allotted to ordinary repairs in the district. ‘

2. In sending up the Collector’s opinion the Chi¢f Engineér will be pleased to supply in-
formation on the following points :
3st.  Whether the mere *“sloping” of the banks will so enlarge the capacity of the channel at

the low level at which in the drought described the water will flow, as materially to
augment the supply.
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_20d. Whether the work can be performed,

R,

EE NN

. is also necessary to consider whethe

L Sid,

Proceedings qf the ﬁ[adras Gowrnmenl Public Works Departiment,

Jor the month of December 1859.

without for the time, and
nuel

Whether the work can be completed soon enough to affe

that a critical time, im.
peding the flow of water down the cha

ct the erops of the present year,
3. InLis progress report for

District Engincer says (November
that a good fall of rain withiy that tim

to be much diminished,
4. The Government wish to have
Collector on the whole question. It ig

r the proposed method

the emergency, and may reasonably be expected to have th

¢ effect intended,

(Signed) J. D, BOURDILLO\I

Secrctary 1o Gouruﬂun'
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