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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Jor the month of December 1859.

E o
" No.4.  Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. II. BELL, Chief Engineer;

to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 25th November
' 1859, No. Y63

Referring to Extract Minutes Consultation of the 24th November 1857, No. 2167, paragraph

24, I have the honor to fo i :
1 Letter from the District Engineer of Ganjam, dated 9th ’ rward herewith letters

e ber 1858, No. 309, from the Collector and District Engineer of
1 Do. from do. dated 24th January 1859, No. 386. : : :
1 Do. from do. duted 24 Septombr N0 Ganjam, accotnpamed by plans and estimates for
1 Do. from do. dated 29th October ,, . 282 the construction of the road from Santoshapi-
; E’;&‘gfize (abstract.) ram to Dendagedda near Ichapiir, being a por-
2 Keports. tion of trunk road No. 6, in the district of
. 10 Plans. . Ganjam.

2. It will be observed from the papers now forwarded, that both of the above officers are
of opinion that the old line should be adhered to. Captain Harington reports having inspected
the proposed road during thé height of the last monsoon, and is satisfied that the estimate now

submitted provides for a suitable road.

3. Captain Harington has so arranged by altering the amounts for sundries and superin-
tendence, as to make the accompanying 2 sets of estimates conform exactly to the amount of
« Lium N 327 af budget No. 3, for the es.timates for the line as ﬁx:st Proposed, 'thus avoiding .the

185960, necessity and trouble of altering budget® items and leaving

, No. 320f 4 No.1fordo, nothing necessary, but the sanction of Government for adhering
to the old line of road, and for substituting the details of the present estimate for those previ-
ously submitted. '

4. Captain Harington in proof of the expediency of keeping to the line of road originally
proposed, states that the new line would be through dense bamboo jungles where he anticipates
there would be serious difficulties in making roads. He adds that the fever which prevails in
Ganjam offers obstacles to work even where practicable, and it would, therefore, be unwise to
resort to thick jungles when there exists an open road, naturally excellent, for at least half
the distance, which has been used for many years, and with good public bungalows on it. He
* states, moreover, that the scarcity of labor is another reason why it would be unadvisable to
abandon a useful, well known road. Though tke modified estimates are in amount the same as
those entered in the budget, yet the old line would, in Captain Harington’s opinion, be by far
the cheaper of the two, as'the amount sanctioned for the Proposed new line would, it is feared,
prove insufficient. .

5. The estimates now forwarded, amountiag in the agoregate to Rupees 69,980 provide
for a 2nd class road bridged and metalled throughout, and in every respect complete,

6. As regards the trallic, Captain Harington reports, that returns have been taken on the
old line, and that the amount shewn is very small, not exceeding on average of 50 carts a day ;
but that much more may be expected when the road is made, as in the height of the raius: a
cart cannot travel on the road. It has been further ascertained that on the same trunk line
between Ichapiir and Berhampore, where it is bridged and metalled, the traffic in the last
monsoon has been upwards of 200 carts a day. ’

7. Under the circumstances abave explained, I recommend that sanetion my be accorded

for adhering to the old line of road, and that, as the amounts remain unchanged, authority may

» be granted for substituting the details of the present estimates for those of the estimates enter-

ed in the budget, in order that the work may be procceded with without the necessity of fur-
ther reference as soon as the restriction is reimoved.
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“into the budget for the improvement of the worst parts of the road. A moderate sum savy 230
Rupees a mile, judiciously expended in that manner, may be of much service in improving the

- N = x
usefulness of the road for ordinary traffic.

No. 3. .

ORDER THEREON, 21st December 1839, No. 29G1.

Estimates .
to the total amount of 09,980+ Rupces are already in the budget, for con- '

structing thirty-four and a half miles of trunk
road No. 6 between Santoshapiram and Den-

6. In the Chief Lngineer’s letter now before them, the Government note the omission of
many particulars ordered in their proceedings of the 18th October 1855, No. 696 to be reported

¢ No. 2, budget statement I of 1856-57 ;

earthwork and minor bridges
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No. 23, budges ce ae us 46,550 . . F - . .
larse brid-:-‘gé: .ffﬂfel"ient"l o-f 1858-59 ; o i dflgeddd in the Ganjam district. They pro- . ; ! on in submitting estimates. They request the Chief Engineer to pay attention to the require-
) ©ee W 23450 vide for bridging the road as well as forming . ; ments of that order for the future,
otal...... 69,950 it; the design having been to aband ;
950 g g andon the pre- : Signed) J v
scnt track and take au entirely new direction. ' , ' (Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secrelary to Gorernment,

0
Colo;;l I{f\gagf:::)f 3:16 of l:lis report of.a tour in the northern districts, d.ated 12th July 1836, .
said e only‘ o mf] Ver}:e to ti;)e project, and condemned the new ]fne chosen, which he
bifureetion w}mz . es ;rtc}a\r t aln the old one, and crossed t-he Malundm' river afier its ‘ «
would be d_, ‘ passe 't rough dense and pr?bably feverish bamboo jungle, where it ' ‘
¢ difficult to obtain labor; whereas the old line passed through several large villages,
:lf:;lul:;i tt::ie]i:oiol;:ngal.o:s which would bethrown out by the c]mnge.. . Colonol Cotton also ‘ ‘
g y might be spent on the road, which he was of opinion should be treated
as a second class road with reference to existing and probable future tratlic. On the other hand,
Colonel Faber, the Chief Engineer, was® averse . . | !
to break in upon the uniformity of trunk road
No. 6, which he thought should be distinguished as a first class line as it connected Madras ‘
with the metropolis of India. In paragraphs 24 and 25 of their proceedings dated 24th Novem-
ber 1857, No. 2167, the Government disposed of the question at the time, by referring Colonel \
Cotton’s observations to the present District Engincer, and requesting returns of traflic on ' ‘ ‘
different parts of the road, with the Chief Engineer’s own opinion, to enable them to decide
whether the portion of road in question should be made a first or second class road.

e PN

® Letter 220d August 1856 No, 5986, paragraph 12.
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3. In reply, Coloncl Bell now sends up Captain Harington’s report, accompanied by a
survey of the line which he would propose, adhering very nearly to the old track now in use; y
together with a letter from the Collector agreeing in this view, and a detailed estimate in two
divisions cdrresponding with the two sums already entered in the budget, viz. 46,550 Rupees
and 23,430 Rupees, in order that those items may not be disturbed. Captain Ilarington agrecs
with Colonel Cotton in condemning the new line chosen by Major Birdwood, and on the same . i
grounds ; and prefers adherence for the most part to the old track, which he says is only a mile :
and a half longer than the lately proposed line: this would make the length of the track pre-
ferred thirty six miles. The estimates now submitted provide for a second elass road, but
bridged and metalled throughout, and in every respect complete ; and Captain Harington adds d
that while the amounts entered in the budget will be sufficient for a road along the old track, .
he is confident that they would not have sufliced for one on the new line; so that the present .
project is the cheaper of the two. As regards traflic, Captain Ilarington states that the returns
shew the small average of cnly fifty carts a day : but he thinks that much more may be expected
when the road is made, as carts cannot travel on the road in the height of the rains, the average
in October being only two a day ; and he points to the remarkable fact that on the same trunk A
line, between Ichapiir and Berhampore where it is bridged and métalled, the traffic was two
hundred carts a day in the last monsoon.

e —

4. Colonel Bell also recommends the adoption of the old line ; and in requesting autho-

rity for the substitution of the details of the present estimates for those of the estimates already \ |
in the budget, in order that the work may be proceeded with as soon as the restriction is ] ‘
removed, without the necessity of further reference, Coloncl Bell virtually recommends that the . ,
portion of trunk road between Santoshapiram and Dendagedda should be made asa second "\‘ :
class road. - N ‘

5. Ons this question the Government will not now decide. They are not prepared at pre-
sent to sanction the large expenditure proposed ; as they consider the completion of this road
to be of very inferior importance, in comparison with many other works now necessarily kept
in abeyance for want of funds. Government will be willing however to admit a small amount ‘ \\
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