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Proccedings - of the Madras Government, Public Worlis Department,
JSor the month of December 1859, .
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No. 148. Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Honorable the President
of the Council of the Governor General of India, in the Home Department, under
~ date the 5th December 1859, No. 2407, '

Read Extract from Proceedings in the Public Works Department, No. 7869, dated the
14th ultimo, forwarding a letter from the Government of Madras, No. 2314, dated the 27th
September, submitting, together with a scheme for uniting the navigation of the rivers Adiyar
and Kdam, a proposal for supplying Madras with fresl.x water for domestic purposes and for
cleansing the drains—to be undertaken by municipal action.

REesoLution.—In the Gth paragraph of the letter from the Madras Government, referred
to this Department, an opinion is expressed that the water supply of Ma-dras .sbould be under-
taken by municipal action, under arrangements and from the funds specified in paragr.ap.hs 12
and 13 of the Minute recorded by His Excellency the Governor, and the favorable opinion of
this Government is solicited to the proposed plan.

2, TIn the 12th paragraph of his Minute, Sir Charles Trevelyan proposes

“~o

1st.—That Madras should be divided into convenient municipal district.s.

ondly.—That, after the opinion of the rate-payers in each district has been aseertained as
to th: fittest persons to represent them, one pexson should be selected by the Government to
represent each district in the Municipal Council. .

3rdly.~That the Council so constituted should be vested with all the powers possessed by
the present Municipal Commissioners ; and

4¢hly.—That the Municipal Council should proceed at once to consider what would be the
best mode of providing for the water supply and sewerage of Madras, and should borrow, on the
security of the rates, whatever sum might be necessary for the purpose.

3. In another paragraph of his Minute, Sir Charles Trevelyan expresses an opinion, that
as the present Municipal Commission consists only of two Members nominated by the Govern-
ment, in addition to the Commissioner of Police, it is constituted on too narrow abasis to under-
take a work of great magnitude, for which the rates would have to be mortgaged for a considera
able time.

4. In this opinion the President in Cotncil does not altogether concur. He considers
that a committee of three gentlemen carefully selected by the Government, and stubject, in re-
gard to all projects involving expendityre, to the control of the Government, may tonstitute as
good an agency for the management of the municipal affairs of a large town, as aily other that
can be devised, At the same timé His Honor in Council perceives no objection whatever to the
formation of a municipal body at Madras, on 2 more extended and popular footing than this, if
such a change is desired by the inhabitants themselves, and if the local Government is bf opinion
that it can be satisfactorily brought about, and when brought about, that it will work evenly
and effectively. Tle President in Council would have felt disposed to doubt whether it would
prove agreeable to the inhabitants of Madras to be invited to elect representatives, their election
being subject to the approval of Government; but he presumes that the Government of Madras
has reason to believe that that arrangement will not be unacceptable.

5. His Honor in Council sees no objection in principle to the proposal to raise a loan on
the sccurity of the rates for the purposé of providing for the water supply and sewerage of Ma-
dras, and under proper arrangements, he considers that such a measure may be very expedient,

6. Adverting to the 14th paragraph of the Governor's Minute, the President in Council
presumes that what is intended is, that the scientific 6fficers of Government shall assist the Mun;-

cipality with their advice, not that they shall be actively employed ini the construction of any
works, ' o

.

P fand T



( 2)

At the same time His Honor in Council perceives no o
formation of a municipal body at Madras,

footing than this, if such a change is desire
and if the local Government is of opinion th
about, and when brought about, that it wil
President in Council would have felt di
prove agrecable to the inhabitants of Mady
+ tives, their election being subject to the g
sumes that the Government of Madras h
ment will not be unaceeptable.

bjection whatever to the
on a more extended and popular
d by the inhabitants themselves,
at it can be satisfactorily brought
1 work evenly and cffectively. The
sposed to doubt whether it woyld
a8 to be invited to elect representa-
pproval of Government 3 but he pre-
as reason to believe that that arrange-

5. Ilis Honor in Council secs no objection in principle to the proposal to
raise a loan on the security of the rates for the purpose of providing for the
water supply and sewerage of Madras, and under proper arran gements, he con-
siders that such a measure may be very expedient -

6. Adverting to the 14th paragraph of the Governor’s Minutc, the Presi.
dent in Council presumes that what is intended is, that the scientific’ officers
of Government sh all assist the Municipality with their advice, wnot that they

shall be actively employed in the construction of any works,

OrpERED, that a copy of the foregoing Resolution be communicated to the
" Madras Government, with reference to the Gth paragraph of Mr.
Bourdillon’s letter, and that, as requested, a copy be also sent to {
. Works Nzpartment, and that the original papers receiy
ment be returned.

Secretary

cd from that Depart-

(True extract)

Secy. fo the Govt, of India,
Exd.—M. A. Mondes,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Deparfment,
Jor the month of December 1859.
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OrpeRED, that a copy of the forcgoing Resolution be communi
vernment, with reference to the Gth paragraph of Mr, Secretary  Bourdillon’s letter, and that,
as requested, a copy be also sent to the Public Works Department
received from that Department be returned, ‘

T S e e e

(True Extract.)

(Signed) W, GREY,
Secy. to the Gort, of India,

No. 149, OrpEr TUEREON, 10th December 1859, Nu. 2950. Lt

This resolution,
the Public Press,
formation and ex

together with the minutes and correspondence, will be 'communicnicd to
with a view to the free discussion of the project of a municipality, and to the
pression of a public opinion on the subject.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLOX,

cated to the Madras Ga- .

» and that the original papers

i

Secretary to Governiment,
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EXTRACT from the Proceedings of the Howble the President of the Council of the Governor
r .

G 1 of India in the Ilome Department, under date the 5th December 185?/.
enera y )

3 ings in the Public-Works Department,
- ueAD EXt(;'Q;c}fe fl'?trl]: ul};t’;r(;lc(ieg;:'l\zarding a letter from the Governme'znt of
o dat(;3141 dated the 27th Scptember, submitting, together with a
Madras, o. 't'no"the navigation of the Rivers Adiyar and Kuam, a propo'sal
o iiorz;'niflagras with i?resh water for demestic purposes and for cleansing
:‘1)11; S(;?;Ii)n)s——?o be undertaken by mI(IDI‘ClPa‘l action. o Sadens Corenn,
’ > cntuTIoN.e—=In the 6th Pa;agraph of the .letter from the Ma ra. ‘
RO his Department, an opinion is expressed that the water sup-
ment, referred (o tu;tz pe undertaken by municipal action, under arrangements
Ply of Madmsﬁsllnl’gé ‘specified in paragraphs 12 and 13 of the Minute recorded
and}{‘}m}? t}:laiency the Governor, and the favorable opinion of this Goverqment
by His L= '

i soited to the proposed plan.
° S'Ol: 1 eIn the 12th paragraph of his Minute, Sir Charles Trevelyan proposes :

od o

1 t—-"fhat Madras should be divided into convenient municipal districts.
8 ) - . . ~ .

2ndly.—That, after the opinion of the ratc-payers in each district Las been
R y.—— 3

| tained as to the fittest persons to represent them, one person should be
ascer

selected by the GB'Yernment‘ to represent each district in the Municipal
Coch:cll.l:y?:—That the Co\u:l;:i!‘,swo édﬁé.tituted .shc?ul-d be 'v.'este(;l with all the
powers posséssed by the present M~un101pal Commissioners ; an t "

41k/y.—That the Municipal Council should proceed at once 3 cotm :1
what would be the best mode of providing for the W‘ater supply and sewerage
of Madras, and should borrow, on the security of \t\h.e rates, whatever sum
might be necessary for the purpose.

3. In another paragraph of his Minute, Sir (.Jh.:u'les Tr‘?velyanlexp;eises
an opinion, that as the present Municipal Com.n%lssmn consists only o ) wc;‘
Members nominated by the Government, in addition to the Comnussmn._x: ot
Police, it is constituted on too narrow a basis to undertake a work c->f gle?
magnitude, for which the rates would have to be mortgaged for a considerable
time,

4. In this opinion the President in Council does not altogether conc;;lr.
He considers that a Committee of three gentlemen carefully sele.cted by he
Government, and subject, in regard to all projects involving expenditure, to the
control of the Government, may constitute as good an agency for the man.agg-
ment of the municipal affairs of a large town, as any other that can be devised.
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