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. Green, dated 3rd August 1859.

D T T Eh e Wkttt P9 TR A1 4~ i 1810 e B A5 e e BRI .. 3 T S 1 g R R #“Y"N‘ﬁv‘r P
. A B T L L —.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public W orks Department, )
Jor the month of December 1859.

No.3. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. BELL, Chief Engineer;
‘ to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 17th Noyembér 1859, |

No. 7336.
With reference to the orders marginally quoted, wherein sanction is granted to an estimate
' . of Rupees 61,000 for the construction of a store yard and build-

2nd May 1859, No, 1013,

28th June ,, No. 1582

1 Letter from Civil Architect.

1 do. from Messrs. Williams and

ings for this department at Chépak, I have the honor to report,

that on calling for contracts for the said work, the only reliable,

tender I received amounted to Rupees 68,721.‘

2. This contract having been referred to the Civil Archi-
tect, that officer reported® that the work could not be properly

executed for less than Rupees 76,390, to which must be added .

5 per cent. for the remuneration of the contractors.

3. It appears, therefore, from the report of Captain Hitchins, that at existing rates of labour
and materials, a correct estimate for the’ buildings in question amounts to Rupees 76,390

1 Abstract estimate, °

* Letter No. 955, dated 31st Octobét
1850, '

exclusive of contractor’s profit, and I have accordingly prepared one which is now submitted.

" 4. The excess now requiring sanction is Rupees 15,390, or about 25 per cent. above the
original estimate, and I solicit authority for entering the full amount in the budget now under

Ppreparation,

No. 4. ORDER THEREON, 1st December 1859, No. 2799.

‘1. In this letter, the Chief Engineer states that on calling for contracts for the Pre;i'dency

* Procsodings of G oo, Store yard and buildings sanctioned® at an es'timated cost of

June 1859, N:. lsgv;rnment, 20ih Rupees 61,000, the only reliable tender he received to execute

the work was for Rupees 68,721 The Civil Architect, to whom

the Chief Engineer referred this contract, reported that the work could not be ‘properiy execut- =

ed under the existing prices of labour and materials for less than Rupees 76,390, to which it -

was stated 5 per cent. must be added for the remuneration of the contractors. Consequent on

this report, Colonel Bell submits an estimate amounting to Rupees 76,390 for the buildings in
question, which he proposes to enter in the budget of 1860-61. ’ S

2. The object of the reference to the Civil Architect in_ respect to " the contract for Ru-

-pees 68,721 is not apparent to the Government. Under any circumstances, the IHonorable the

Governor in Council cannot accede to the Chief Engineer’s present recommendation, as sucha
proceeding would be fatal to the attempt to establish a system of contracts. Whether the rate
at which the work is undertaken to be executed is a remunerative one or not, is a2 question for
the contractor and not for the Government. The ohly question in which the G9vernment 18
interested is the competency and solvency of the parties who made the tender for Rupees 68,721,
If the Chief Engineer is satisfied on these points, and the parties give the requisite security, the
contract should be entered into, ‘ ‘ ; , RS -
o ‘Re 3. The difference between the contract .
AT)o:nt g:gg:éx;?:;s&.e.s.t;‘;l.a.[; Ceeetieiir, gls,ggé amount and that of the authorized estimate,
merernar et 50 viz. Rupees (7,721) seven thousand seven

————

Difference.... = 7,721 : v : :
L - hundred and twenty one, is now sguctxoned.

' (Sigued) J.D. BOURDILLON, |
= ' Secretary to Governmenf,
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