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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public TV orks Dapartment‘:
Sor the month of Novemdier 1859.

e

No. 183, Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. II. BELL, Chie.f Engineer f-
to J.D. OURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 15th November 1859,

No. 7243,

I have the honor to submit]i;or the information of Government, an original letter from the
istrict Iingincer of Nellore, reportine upon the

1 Tectter, dated 31st October 1839, £the P °, . 'k » TP ° .P p.resent state

No. 23566. ol ennair anicut works, the prosecution of which has now

1 }’535,“’" repors, dated 31st October  been suspendefl for this season of the year, as will be seen from

the accompanying Progress report for the week ending 29th QOc-

tober 1839,
2, Captain Maullins states that the breach in the rough stone apron was closed on the 28th

ultimo; on which nizht and the day following, a change in the weather came on attended by heavy
falls of rain, and which rendercd it necessary to make preparations for securing the rails, As,
however, the river did not rise on this occasion, the work of strengthening the'weak part of the
apron was resumed, and several trucks of stone were run down for this purpose. While arrange-
ments were being made for continuing this work the day following also, (Sunday), an express
from Sungum brought the intelligence at midnight that a fresh was coming down the river, and
immediately all the rails were secured by the time the river had risen above the apron. On Sun-
day the 80th at 8} A. M. the waier stood at 2 feet, and on the following morning at 6} feet on

the floor of the under sluices.

3. While apprchension is entertained only for the safety of the last 50 yards of apron,
which are stated to be not sufficiently broad to ensure its remaining uninjured, it is hoped that
the damage to this portion will not be extensive; the bed in rear of the new apron is well strength-
ened with rough stone, but not so the section at the south end, and but for this there could be
little cause of f.ar for the stability of the year's work.

4. The small supply of labour to the increasing demand for it on these works has been
very much felt from timz to time, and particularly so during the fortnight previous to the date
of the report made by Captain Mullins, who obscrves that the higher rates of pay, which more
than satisfy their wants, have made the workmen more unmanageable than before, and any re-
quisition for increased excrtions from them at times of importance is steadily met by refusal.
The least fall of rain is also said to be made an excuse for their absence from work., Ifad the
supply of labour been more abundant, he further observes, the works essentially necessary for
the safety of the anicut would have been completed, but much must now depend upon the nature

of the expected freshes.

5. It appears to me that the progress made in these works up to the period under review,
has been on the whole satisfactory, notwithstanding the difficulties which had to be encountered
in the short supply of labour, and in the frequent rains and freshes. Lvery arrangement, which
present circumstances pcrmit, has been made by the Distiict Engineer for the sccurity of the
works during the monsoon, and I have good rcason for hoping that no material injury will be

sustained.

* No. 184. ORDER THEREON, 30th November 1839, No, 2795,

The Government accept the assurance of the Chief Engineer that every thing has been done
which the circumstances permitted, to secure the Pennair anicut; and they trust that no mate-
rial damage will be caused by the monsoon.

2. The Governor in Council relies on Coloncl Bell to make all necessary arrangemcnts for

prosecuting the woik with vigour as soon as the state of the scason shall permit ; so as to com-
plete both the anicut and the channel improvement during the coming year 18060.

(Signed) J. D, BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Governmend.
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