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Droceedings of the Madras Government, Public TVorks Departmené, :
_ for the month of November 1859.
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No. 179.  Read the following letter from Lieatenant-Colonel J. i1. BLLL, Chief Engineer ;
to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 12th Novenber 1839,

No. 7156..

R L

With feference to the order of Government, as per margin,® T have the honor to submit

* \ = 3 pl X
. « No. 1972, dated 17th August 1639 for the c?nmde‘m.txon of Goverument, the ac-
Cer companying original letteis received irom Cap-

S PIREAR

Qriginal letters, with 2 enclosures. ©

’ ‘ ? From Captain Moigan. dated 3rd Sept. 1859, No.’(i-i-_2 tains Campbell and Morgan, Nes, 6% and 1287,
3 Captain Campbell, dated 13th bept. 1859, No. 1287, o o .
i f:gllxr: DIS}:IiCt kngme-r, 'Coimhamre. dated 3ist Oct. 18569, d.at'ed rd and 15th Septembrjr, ff‘sremvd}’-
No. 164, forwarding Captain Dobbic’s explanation, dated 92, In the order*® margmally D0ticed, the
W3S 39, No. 173, .
2242 September 1833, 0. 1 Government called for explanation as to

whether Captain Duobbie on';y continued, or followed practices prevuiling in the otfice when he
. 100k cliarge of it from Ceptain Mozigan, in regard to the drawing of funds, crediting mouey. in
the Books though not received, keeping cash on hand in separate bags for several objects, aud

separate books for each also.
3. Inreply to the foregoing points, Captain Morgan in the first place observes that he was
never in the habit of keeping large cash balancesin his chest, aud this asseition he " substantiates
by explaining that when he gave over charge to Captain Dobbie, the cazh in hand was less than
800 Rupees and only Llupees 100, when giving over charge of the Noyel rauge; 2n0dly, that he
often drew money twice manth from Captain Campbell in accordaace with the existing rules;
Srdly, that it was not his system to keep money in separate bags for each charge; 4thly, that he
reduced as expeditiously as possible the large cash balance made over to him by Captain Dob-
bie, and that he applied for no additional funds§ 3hly, that the large amount stated to be in the
cash chest on the date of the robbery was not placed there by himj Gtnly, that the trustworthy
- DR DR S T N : rmerly employed had been removed by Captain Dobbie, and a dishonest
PR T, S HSS SIS C e 3 " ; St man placed io his stead ; 7thly, that solely through the facilities afforded by this individual the
cash chest was robbed ; as the office in which the box was kept was not enclosed with glass
only. Captain Morgan states that it was * a verandah room, with a door, which could be bolt-
ed from the inside, and was only glazed in fiont for the convenience of the writers,” and that if
the peon had not afforded a helping kand to the robbers by withdrawing the bolt, they could

not possibly have carried off the chest without creating considerable noise. .

cash peon who was fo

e

an observes that he had no proper office, never having drawn office rent,
and that if the cash chest had been placed in his teat, it might have been removed, with far less
: diflicalty than whea in the verandah roow, and further thatif the place had been ever so strong,
d not have beensaved from pillage, when the peon in charge had proved so un-

: 4. Captain Morg
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. ‘ the money coul
Y . faithful to his trust. 1Ie further adds that he had no guard, the cash balances with him beiug
always very small and that Captain Dobbie originated the guard.
B4 & e R ¥ .
R e A 5. With regard to the explanation required from Captain Campbell as to his peglect in

A

secing to theaccounts being properly kept, and the sums drawn not excessive ; that officer ex-
plains in regard to the latter, in his letter quoted above, that his st;mding oider whilein charge
of the Jackatalla works was, that a sum not less than 3,000 Rupees, per month should be ex-
pended in the Mudamuili forest with a view to full supplies of timber, being reccived there-
LR L e ST from, and that had this order been conformed to, the cash on hand on the day of the robbery
0 A I OO would have been much smaller.  He, moreover, brings to notice that in consequence of the non-

compliance with this order, he was compe“:led to make weekly purchases in the open market with

u view to prevent any stoppaze in the works. Such being the facts of the case, Captain Camp-
bell adds, that the cash balance of Rupees 4,415, cannot be regarded as excessive, if the ex-

e ccutive officer in charge of the forest, attended to orders in expending the money received by

4,,~1g,»-k',j - & -»‘_;_ ,ﬁ £y ] % e P _‘.'} . . ol . X 3
it S : L S SR Lim as rapidly as diiected.
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6. With regard to the 2ud point noticed in the preceding paragraph as to Captain Camp-

P e, b L T s sl bell's neglect to sce to the accounts being properly kept, that officer admits that he did not
TEentEnIiE - PR T : examine.the cash and accounts of Captain Dobbie, inasmuch as * he felt satisfied with the regu-
lar submission of the Executive Engineer’s monthly statements, concelving - his standing ample

B 3 Db ‘ ENL

AR st % oS PR 4,: RES ﬁ:’*« .

oAt A . .

ar F A e P "

e B K PR oA
. oA Lo
S, = %6 Ak

ad 4“4 G N . o ., A tah N

- A . - K .
.

v B B Al ey PRI e =
SET S Ha s By > A A T =L
Y oMo e e W




Proceedings of the Madras Guvernment Public Works Department,
Jor the month of November 1859.
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Security o] S: I) i S . € 1088 0( tl ¢ sum
f T t}le C().l'rectne.s Of l]le returns." Ca tain Cﬂlnpb01l asscrts that th 1 N !
. p aim or a“'s cas chest did not r 1 i i ’
g 24 1§} gl X ami l
fl()lll (:ﬂ .t i l\l 24 Il ° esult lH)ll‘ l s neglect 1o exa ne the same
as hls non-examination had no connexion “'hﬂtevcr “itb t])c robbCl‘)'-

Sequet[.]ﬂ;:acnocx;i:ildo;,e(;aptau; Cam[?bell brings to notice his originally unauthorized but sub-

oo ot Ssu}rfz ° s;lecu:mg.the %\Iudamulll forest lease, ar.d obscrves that had that

siep ot b mar'ketl ted t{ um,'t' e Public Works Department would have lost the control of

Contain Cemaball :mem ;e :a;ne dealers wo.u]dlmve fixed their own prices on this commodity.

peoptaln ampbel pls 'o raw a comparison between the large saving thus cffected, which
own at Rupces 1} lacs, and the sum stolen Rupees 1,611, ' '

8. . - . .
Thae s Cap:;nr:l Dfoi)bxe s explanation which has been only recently reccived is as follows:—
1e method of keepi i igi ith bi '
R ——— eq.nng the uccoun.ts did n.ot orlgm.ate with him, and that he only continu-
ol prevailing in the office prior to his assuming charge from Captain Morgan. That
the .argle cas'}; balance on hand was not more than was really necessary to carry on the wourks
h~u:e{? ¥ | hat the practice of drawing and crediting moncy in his cash book cxisted prior to
mlz 3 u;lgcxarge of thf: works. That as money was rcquired only at the beginning of cach
nth, he applied for it, but once during that period. That he was in no way respensible for
the robbery of the cash clest.

9. With regard to the 1st point, Captain Dobbie states, that as it was Captain Campbell's,
duty ffcqucmly to examine the accounts, and as he had no grounds tosuppose that ofliccr omit-
ted doing so previous to his takirg charge, he was under the impression that they wer fully
approved of by him.

10. On tae 2nd point, Captain Dobbie remarks, that Captain Morgn expended, within

theee weeks from the date of his taking over charge, all the available cash on hand, a balance of
. he further intimates that in con-

Rupees 500, that is a balacce upon the forest money exceptels
sequence of the manner in which the accounts were kept, he was obliged to keep distinct the cash

in hand for the lime works, and Gundulpett workshops which amounted to about Rupecs 1,500.
This he abserves should be deducted from the sum of Rupees 4,113, (the entire balance), leaving

then about Rupees 3,000 as tlie balance on account of the forest works. As Captain Morgan,
therefore, speuta larger sum than Rupees 2,500, (the magimum monthly expcndxturc), previous
J in having the balance above mentioned

to the robbery, Captain Dobbicurges that he was justifie
in his cash chest and refers to an accompaniment to @ letter from this office to Government,

dated 4th February 1839, No, 7608,
1gs to notice that as he had pay-

convenicnt, and tended to
of following this course he

nt, Captain Dobbie brin

11, With regard to the Jid pui

nents to make at Mysore and Gundulpett it wa¥ much safer, more
the g.od of the service to pay drafts than by cashj with a view

applied for bills on the Commissioner of Mysore, requesting that the amo
the Talisildars mentioned to be held at his credit. This is reported to have iovariably been done
ived from the Mysore Government, advising him of these
he adoption of this course, Captain Dobbic states,
and consequently that he had virtually as

by letter, and replics were always rece
sums having been placed at his disposal. DByt
that no person but himself could touch the moncy,
much received it as if it had been paid by cash into his hands.

that although the practice of drawing moncy
, yet it was not a nege

12, On the 4th point, Captain Dobu’e remarks,
for works only once each month was not in strict accord
lect that could have contributed to the loss sustained by Government.

ance with the rules

13.  With regard to the 5th point, Captain Dobbie remarks, that from the examination.made

of the chest, he is quite convineed that it must have been le
tain Morzan repudiates the idea of bis having left the chest unlocked
the Gosernment, that in the interval between the
the robbery, no other person had access thereto.
chest Deen placed in the custody of the Tahsildar,
that he carnct, therefore, be held responsible, for Capt
couise,

the robbery would never have oceurred, and

ain Morgan's negligence in adopting this

unts might be paid to -

[t unlocked, and that although Cap-
, yet he has not satisfied ¢
time of the lucking of the chest by him and -
Captain Dobbie further mentions, that had the '

—
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.Proceed::ngs of the Madras Government, Public W orks Department,
for the month of Novemler 1859.
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14. In conclusion, Captain Dobbie states in his justification, that although his accounts had
been kept contrary to rule and although a large balance was left in his cash c?xest when (;llls: .
ing over charge to Captain Morgan, it was clearly the duty of that officer to have refused ia;:'er-
charge, or on doing so to have corrected the accounts, and placed in safe custody the cash dclivle?rg
ed over to him. Tailing to adopt these precautions, he wus himself reponsible for the robber .
that afterwards occurred, as if he had declined to tal-e charge of the large balance then in thz
cash chest, Captain Dobbie states, he would have returned or portion of itoto Captain Campbell.

15. T would here beg to observe, that Captain Dobbie’s explanation® appears to have been
detained by the District Engineer of Coimbatore for upwards

# Dated 22nd September 1859. . .
of a month} and some days, without the least necessity, since he

$ Letter from District Engineer dated has offered no - )
Letter from Disels f remarks Lpon.the letter. Two telegraph mes-
seqes were despatched, requesting that officer to expedite its trans-

mission, and no explanation of the cause of the delay having been furnished by Mr. Fraser, he
has now been called upon to supply the omission.
16. I do not see any thing in the foregoing letters that requires particular comment from

me, since they contain no material facts or arguments additional to those on which I have already

reported. .

No. 180. ORDER THEREON, 30th November 1859, No. 2793.

In accordance with the rccommendation of the Chief Engineer, in paragraph 17 of his let-
ter of 20th July, recorded in the order of the 17th August 1859 No. 1972, the Ionorable
cil grants authority for writing off to profit and loss the unrecovered ba-

the Governor in Coun
from Captain Morgan’s cash chest, being Rupees one thousand four

lance of the sum robbed
hundred and eleven annas six and pice eight.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government.
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