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Preceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment, '
) for the month of November 1859.
AU U -
2ead the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Military De-
dated 17th November 1859, No. 4078. '

B

No. 177.
e partment,

Read the following Proceedings in the Public Works Department.

Forwardiog Captain Blagrave’s narrative of his visit to the .
Gali [’arvatz},xg hill and Harris valley. (Here enter 11th November 1839, No. 2634.),

Ordered to be communicated to the Commander-in-Chief and Commissary General.

a, The Governor in Council obscrves, that cots for the party of Sappers have already
been sanctioned. The further suggestions of

of Government_Ko. 2336, 1st July 1859, and 416 District Engineer in paragraph 9 of his
letter will be considered under the orders of
His Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief.
(Signed) R.ITAMILTON Lieut.-Colonel,
Ag. Du. Secretary to Government. .

No, 2910, 15th August 1859,

No. 178, ORDER TIIEREOXN, 30th November 1859, No. 2792,

Ordered to be communicated to
edings of the 11th instant No. 263

Le Chicf Enginecr for information with reference to the
proce
(Signed) W. C. SIM,

._,«“"M-' T T T e -
Actg. Dy, Secvelary to Government.
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~ .3, Captain Blagr
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PusLic Works DEPARTMENT.
Pulblic.

PROCEEDINGS oF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel &. H. BELL. Chief Engi .
BOURDILLON, Esq. Secretary to Government, dated ,:7th Octob:: lll];;; ;\;0 J" n
With refc?rence to the proceedings of Government, dated 22nd August 1859 :\T: 0‘.’:10(? 11‘
e o Dise pai- 1;73;\;2 :l;e honor t? forward an original lt.etter from the Distr;ct Engine::r,
necr,VjZﬂsme“‘-Nm 549, g patam, giving an aC(.:ount of his visit to the «“ Géli Parvatam”
:“;}t(‘;ldz‘z,‘)ﬁl;;;fptember 1859, an.d Han:xs valley,” and stating the measures which he proposes takin
. with the view of carrying out the intended experiment of locating a df:

tachment of Europeans on the above range of hills.

ws :—1st, to build on what he terms  Taylor's Knoll,” shads

f sappers and coolies gmployed on the proposed temporary

sufficient to accommodate the party o
buildings in “ Jarris Val 3 i : < .
uildings 1 Harris Valley s 2}1(1, to empley ﬂ.]e villagers inhabiting Harris Valley” to col-
Ject materials, &c. for those buildings The District Engineer states, that he left a Sub-Overse
- er,

whom he had taken up with him, in charge of a working party of 50 or GO men, (to which 20 ad
Jitional hands were added after he left the hill)) to erect the sheds for the sappers on T; 712;‘
Knoll,” for whose use d agood supply of tools, and he anticipates 1o diﬂi)cuh;

ing the preliminary

a, These measures are as follo

he had forwarde
work in the course of a week.
¢ a temporary shed, 50 by 15 feet, divided into two com-

ave suggests tha
to serve asa rest house for troops and shelter for Commissariat stores should b
S, e

partmcms,

erected at Rayavalsa, 2,500 feet above the sea level, and about three hours distance from Kot{

1le does not state what will be the cost of the proposed shed, nor has he furnished the inforr:m
s tespects the cost of the temporary buildings to be erecfcd’;l':

d by Government, &
1. 1io-hae-acoordingly been requested to furnish the above information without

in complet

tion require
e If'drrirVu“fT;
furtber delaye

4, The District Engincer further proposes improving the road from Kotdr to ¢ Harri
Valley,” a distance of 12 miles, and solicits a grant of Rupees 3,600, at the rate of 300 Rmams
r which sum b hat he will be able to open & path on an average two y};‘:zz

e considerst
for laden bullocks, &c-; and he is of opinion, that this outlay will soon be re

ing in carriage by using bullocks in place of men.

a mile, fo
broad and easy

covered by the sav
eg to recommend, that a grant of the above amount may be placed at his
S ; i

5. 1, therefore, b
disposal for jmproving the road as he proposes, to be disbursed from the funds allotted to th
' e
should there be any available. If not, the work

Jdistrict for the current y€aly
4 till May 1860. A further report will be submitted to Government on the

for respecting the probable cost of the temporary buildings to

Vizagapatam
must be postpont
receipt of the information called
be crected in Harris Valley” and at Rayavalsa. .

RS
am—

n E. R. BLAGRAVE, District Engineer, Vizagapatam; to the Deputy

Letter from C_aptai
Northern Circle, dated Waltair, 20th September 1859, No. 519

Chief Enginecr,
T . : 3 fe4 .
\WVith reference to your proceedmgs, No. 4265 of 26th ultimo, I have the honor to inform
5 lans depatcled by benghy. you, Lh.a? as the weather was promising, 1 made arrangements to
. pay a visit to the G4li Parvatdm, in company with Captain Shake
eputy Assistant Quarter Master General, Northern Division, whose previous know-

spear, the D
rove useful to me in selecting the site for the proposed bar-

ledge of the localities was likely to p
racks.
Q -1 y H
2. Leaving W altair on Monday afternoon, we reached Kotdr, distant 49 miles ;bv
- mtz:‘l_ e ondaance 8 A 1\'1‘., on Tl.lesday, at this place as being ‘the nearest point to
e e s distant from the hill to which stores, &c., could be taken by bandy, I had my
camp pitched, leaving Kottr at 9 the same -morning, Wwe €O~

Kassipuruin.
menced the ascent, which for about a mile is very easy, but afterwards becomes difficult, being
? =]

.
-
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encamp with n space |
perfect safety: pace here und .
afety : shortly before reachi er cultivation, wher .
caching this place, the cl e one might, I fancy
’ e character ¢ "y
of the jun
gle

('ilflncr(_\d B
I amboo which .
disaphear 0 which grew in
, ppeared, I would propose to abundance, and to a laree s
Jaee er 8
i’ t}. » a8 men carrying heavy load cct a tetnporary shed a:,‘ rlze, as fuar up as Dounkoo havi
M - < -

r ithe : a shed 50 feet by 15 “itis’ o ;‘MCCusmmcd to climb [(:?lt).}musc for troops, & N ’]":,'
espectively i 1 wattle n R .. s . % &y at thi
e ijt in length, would suffice, a T:Id «}hb divided into two Cvof:!'e obliged to rest here rls

a stores, eithe y and this w npartm , or
r for tl : vould 1l ents, 20 o
came 1o wa he nizht or w 20 be found v <0 and 30 fect
vas Ann N 3 r when o . und usef Lt
1y, the last vill; untagherry, the road to which i vertaken by storms ul to shelter Com-
in [”11('(:5 d'ﬂ'. “fe to be met with on the '8 tOiCrab]y easy ‘\f(
iflicult, even f way u 3y. Alte
on the sid or pedestrians : P,
. sides of the hi ans: the ch
with thick jungle e\hl;ls become open, the ra \racter of the jungle acaj
. atte Attt Mo . avines and o oam
camping L < Moin the m _ nd lowe
hercl g ground, (in refcrring to this pl ldh.t of a heavy fuall of raj '
p hour tents and bageaze, we halt L{){ace infuture, [ will u t]m, we reached Colonel Toy!
or the time we w sreT ed for the 1} s¢the na e ' Taylor's
we were up in these parts T)hb "]lght, makin we Taylor's khnoll,) ﬁ;‘(!inll‘
hid 1e ele a

T Xt Vi
. he. next village we
the ascent becon o e muntoglicr
s more nd
marked
and
changes and

1
M.opoes i
pes only being covercd

by lt !litc wards our Cl“np T eroitna
o r I
H n h‘ i,

vation as gi
S give ]
given l).y the aneroid, is al
s about 1,050

Aneroid readi
o ) g at se T
Taylor's knoll 25 al;“ fevel 22.0. bl sea, there §
_ ble here, and as jt ; s aLundance of .
as 1t i3 in otler good w
B e

fect al
abuve the
ater pro
- cura.
pecia the best site meur
n : .
pment, [ d i
o ) b deletmiine
ppers, &c., in this place: the s
: oWt

, th's .
cessary -8 sta . .
ssary to establish a tion; as Harris vallev is i
permanent halting st v is distant
~

sufficient to ti certainly .
ire an L . ¥y, until the ehit i
& hnock up for the timelmth”u ghitis completed: as 1l
man and b : 1

was 68 1 8 } T
eve a s Or "} w
g 1] at thlh 280N ()t lhe o o
S0 llnlgol'illlng was l]]e arr ﬂ at I ) ' I « .
’ 1H l( une NE
unae bdni (.‘ur“)o uhe Plc\'l‘)us ~ “ ]lﬂ”“l
. - .

construct the te the crest .
the temporary shelte of the ridee f
v sbelter for the workiy ge for an encal
g party
k of

part of the s o
about 2 mii addle ""“‘f—l about 150 or 160

miles further, it will be s 30 feet above

1c ‘
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ation ilCrC. “'iill

| cast.  The tl ascent 50 far s
ards of 20 C thermometer
~ T at .
Fered little dtgrui:s cooler than at Walt sunsct
or no latizue after the ¢ " air, and
. vercise | had
at

3. N2 tide 2 ICA 1 u;l V ('l( ar we d(}u'] mir P(i to ny
()“ \‘ e(h\esdﬂy morning th(‘ we lti [ b( ! l ’
o [} mn I {

Harris vall i
valleva visit. I
el i€} sit.  First ascendiag
e iny the s of e e ag the gorge about 160 feet, w
on . arty presvi 'y Visiti hills on o
o .t]he}ngdht: oot e T ,,ftl l(LH()USi), visiting these hills a‘-'ll;:l ;.h(- saddle of the main
iile the different get a Laautiful vi e ‘ |
rances—s . view of Harris e
valley itself 5 ome hizher, some | AR -
stood out per aher, some lower— o it were cntelun Al
i —somebiy] . surrounding it w ot o
Neconii 1 tly clear, this I fancy is ngit were enveloped in mi 1t
over this spot, unobstructed e T o ot o
.’ o ‘ i 3 sel O 1€ M- e Y
About lin 1 saddle (wcstw'll'd’) I Any way, The fist pait of t! :1( ot rom e
‘ " ; e descent f)
. adde y steep, and when € . rom the
. o esward) s 1ien Commissarl;
1e, as therels a aken down, a fres! 3 ek outs this e
' . et ) sh track mus e this e
o s herels 2 p,,mpt} e : with the exception of this firs t l')c b e
<! 2 3 .
e he exccpion st § mile, the road is tolerabl
p and broken; the last } mil o
e last } mile

being

g almost level and perfectly open
A

or sv

4‘ lla I"
13 i 1 ', i l \ I Y ] 'A () i) ( ‘( (t ﬂbi)\ H th aw -
- HEY 1
| | Iris 5811‘ 5 lt.s C at.l()i-l b(.']na ‘lb( llt 3,.)0 { ’i )0
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. . l | . - H Q 3(‘“, 14 'C” CHI{.
und l ad ]Y. » ,udlﬂll( (41} a ‘d ]lmb()d "79"’ ‘h(‘ vine ) ‘!’"ﬂicts lO()k l\(,'ni(il A (IC('N(' C‘i al‘
r |h(\y : ~ no sien f f' 3 l . ’ e
| ‘ . y L I~ tl’, and ) ilC i
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Inhahitants
, Sol, )
A prefect.  The jungle low L
e, CiC']*'cd . o )W, hot above 19
ared —site chosen f or 12 et bigh
g - I vigh s an ‘
barracks, small rising ground cot x:isl'.x df i
; sisting of gra-

vel perfect!

rdc"ﬂ i ., l ! Ltt—v“h“r i M
{ a4, 40 X 1S—one range of Commi ( . ijungic,]mg hm-mgn"'l'lc room f

et long, leaving a space g rissariat godowns 59 « 18, divi X or two ranges f bae-

: Zaspace of 150 or 200 fect clearl £ 18, divided into two rooms 20 and 50
ar betwece N *
for a parade, &c., a fine pi fween e barracks and Commissariat gmlmvii
150 yards, affords a .“'ei::“elo.r i\ming ground to the north whbin 108 O:
! n which the off} :

i » ofilce or :
Commissaii i col .m"p‘" space for sheds for Commissari cers’ quarters cond bo built :
. it godowns, but at fuot of knoll nissariat followers, eattle, &e. ¢l
Lolw bartocks to the wes . of knoll is to be had a finespring of v b close to

o west, affords full supply for alltl pring of water almost immediately
D the wants of the (‘xp(‘rinumnl party s \}"
g A 3]
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- rartiy covere
siab, wrered woth low
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will shew the relative p ngs as proposed. T did not
but fancy there must be such the fact was ‘that thinking only ofbuilding'
1 at the time and until too late, forgot to search for lime. This valley
favorably as a spot for a sanitarium, the present inhabitants

ighbourhood, where officers and otbe1s

n the ne
11 I saw and could gather, there is an ample

anying sketeh ositions of the buildi
stone,
uts,
to promise very
there being ample space i
d houses, and from a

potice any hme
temporary mud b
cortainly appears
being healthy sturdy met

desiring to recruit could buil
water the whole year round. .

suppiy of

th the view of carrying out the intended ex-
te the purty of sappers and coolies, FIRST GOING
med perfectly willing

ng to
b

as yet taken wi

¢ 10 accommoda
rs in Iarris valley, (whosee
would be uscless attempli

(thatching), that would last
¢ grass being young and full of juice, and
xcept for very tewporary shelter. I left
a Sub-Overseer 1 bad taken up with me in charge of a working
50 or 60 men, to crect these sheds, for the care uf’
e appoimed a pe who was with Coloncl Taylur;
be dcpendcnt on the care Le takes of the sheds. I
horoughty acquaimcd with the hills and places
(irst two days or % there was great difliculty
mnain, the promise of
upwards of 50 men had come in.
the best afi'ailgeix\c‘nts I

in addition to which I sent up sufficient for

ded a good supply of tools, so that I trust the
dered in the coursc of a week.

measures 1 have
{s sufficien
esiring the village
for the parracks ; as it
as no covering

5. 'The only
are to build she
v's huolly and d
to assist me,) to collect ma ) I
erect any but the most temporaly buildings nows

above two OF three months is at present prucum\)le, th
' this is but of little use €

yoriment,

vr on Taylo .
terials, &C-

Survnroydoo.
1 hends arrived aftef 1 puity of

pll which, T hav
ath ; his pay to
I am told heist
4 labor from: for the
ducing them to 1€
and before 1 left,
ovisions, and [ made

20 addition®
had lois the o
on a pay of six Rupees 2 mo
have cmploye
where 10 procure
pot ooty 1t getting coolies, .
prompt payments Lowever, set all to rightss
' s if i ocuring Pr
There was also great difficulty 18 prf 3 i
M I 3 UL r e(
d, fora continued supply beins orwarded,
, e forwart

d this man, as

upp\ics an
butin in

two annas a day and

cou!

; sumption-

about twWo days cons . : sork .

S ‘@ eulty in com Jleting the wor now or

Sub-OverseeT witl have no difficulty plett 8ty ‘

) 1 consider to be necessarys for successiully carrying out this ex~ .
at Rayavaiéa aud imprOving the

f a rest-house
Dstacles or turn
in many places net

er mcarurcs

bove are,
ing the principal difhi-

a foot

erection 0

¢. The furtl
road by removing ©

rent, 10 addition 0 the a

perin
o2 1o the Il mnsidem: essen-  cult places ont the present track,
criment. N 10}
expenime . proad ; for this purpos® I would solicit a grant of 3,000
he 12 miles from Kothr to arris

Improvin;r I'Os

tinl 40 the snccess of the

s a mile, for t
¢ds broad on anaverage, and perfectly easy for

t doubt, be soon recovered by the saving in

50 or 500 Rupee
a path two ya
ould, withou

500 Rupees
valley, with this suth
&coy @

faden pullocks, :
age by using pullocks 12 P

that Major S
accoun

or 3,
igonomctrica\ Survey, on
Tocate bhimself and party
thav if the difficulties of
iple and try the

M 1
trange, 10 charge of the Tr

¢ of the place, proposcd to
and ] have no doubt,

carri
ntiof,

hearing MY

v, 1 may Liere me
1; Parvatam,

As his llcnfl Quarterse on the G
cent WCreé Jessened, numbers of others would be tempted to follow the exall
the ascch ¢ these hills ; I for ong, would have no hesitationr and be only too
as I derived considerable benefit from

bracing 8if © ' ‘
ters in this beautiful climate,

eflect of the
of the year even.

happy t° build
the short sty 1 made
8. As I fourd the soil about Ta

Jieve for the g
\lid npwuds ““ight procure

coffee plants fi
plants

myseif quar
at this season
ylor’s knoll very rich and the elevation being sufficient, [ be-
vould request that Goveinment

young

rowth of coffee, Iv

and send me someé three dozeny or more
t for transplantings with the view of trying the
and when sending them, if a paper of instruc-
e success of an experiments which if
ablishment of a sanitarium and to an
‘ ‘Colonel Taylor with
leasure of indulging
a dish of potatoes.

Like the finest garden mo
of 4,000 feet.

growing that

capabilities of these hills for
tions as to culture were also forwarded, 1t would tend to th

guccessful, would conduce more than any thing else to the est
x of European cettlers. Jmay mention, that 2 small clearing planted by
(and left without any tending,) had turned out well, for I had the p
for the last month of si¥ wecks a total stranger to, viz.

I had been

joflu
potatoes,
;n what

s aiata s o
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0. T have also to request that the party of sappers ordered to be placed at my disposal
may be sent to Waltair not later than the 25¢h proximo,* and if
the whole party of 50 men cannot now be sent, I trust not less
than 25 be ordered up, leaving the remainder, or a larger num-
ber even to follow in December or January, when the reliefs
have taken place : with a smaller number than 23, I fear I could do but little: when Captain
Hill is instructed to send these men, I would sugaest the advisability of his being directed to
pick out men of different trades. T'wo blacksmiths, four or five bricklayers, &c., same number of
carpenters, twot sawyers, twod or three BRICK AND TILE MAKLRS,
the rest of the party being men handy with axe, pick and ma-
$ Must have these if possible, as T pro-  moty, care should be taken in sclecting the non-commissioned

pose to tile as many sheds as possi y . . .

ble, officer, as much will have to be left to him to do during my

absence,

Provided with cots, &e &c. as propos-
¢d by Licuicnant Vertue.

* 95th October.

t Vight do without these,

10. The accompanying sketch of the road is from Captain Shakespear’s survey of the road
cn his first trip to these hills. I'have not checked it inany way, and attach it to thisletter merely
to shew the position of the several places on the route. 1 also add a sketch of my own, shewing
more fally, the lay of the ground about Harris valley, the last two or three miles of the road, and
shewing the position of Taylor's knoll.

Orpir THEREON, 11th November 1859, No, 2631..

The Governor in Council has read with interest Captain Blagrave's narrative of his visit to
the G4li Parvatam hill and 1farris valley. “The situation seems to promise extremcly well as a
sanitarium.

2, Inaccordance with the Chicf Engineer's recominendation, the Governor in Council
arants the sum of Rupees 3,600 for improving the road from Kotdr to the Hairis valley on
the terms proposed ; viz. to be expended in the current year, if funds con be provided by the
Collector and District Engincer vut of the sum alicady allotted to the district; if not be
entercd in the budyet and expended in the next official year.
ment of the pmbablc cost of

3. The Government will expect to receive shortly a state
e regretted that the

the temporary buildings to be erected in the Harris valley, It is to L -
District Engincer omitted this important part of his report. The Government also await &
recommendation from the Chief Engincer on the subject of the rest-house proposed to be built

at Rayavalsa.
e working party on Taylor's

4. With reference to Captain Blagrave's proposal to lecate th -
les from the Ilarris valley ;

knoll, the Government observe that this spot is stated to be two mi

and the reason for stationing the party so far from their work is not apparent.
ed, to see the necessity of a permanent

5. The Government also fail, as at present inform fay
distance from their ultimate des<

Lalting place for persons ascending the ghét at so short a
tination,

6. That put of Captain DBlagrave’s report which relates to the p.robap!f: suitability of
these hills for the growth of coffee will be referred to Dr. Cleghorn for his opinion.

(True Iixtract.)
(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Seerelary to Governmenl.

To the Clief Engineer.
. Cunservator of Forvests.

v Military Depaitment with reference to Proceedings dated 15th August 1859 No. £910.

I'xd. W, Thowmas,
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