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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Jor the montli of November 1859.

No. 56. +  Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. ¥I. BELL, Chief Engineer-;
to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 11th November 1859,

No. 7130.

1. I have the honor to forward herewith a plan and estimate, amounting to Rupees 15,330,
received from the late acting Civil Architect on the 7th .Augu;?
1858, for widening the old elephant gate bridge from 17 to 10
feet and reducing the slope of the two approaches to 1 in 40.

1 Lettor from the Garrison Engineer,
No. 71, dated 6th April 1857,

1 Plan.
1 Abstract estimate.

2. Captain Rawlins first brought to notice the danger to which the public are exposed by
the insufficiency of the roadway and the steepness of the approaches of the three bridges which
span the canal near the General Hospital, the elephant gate and Cochrane’s basin.

3. The traflic over the elephant gate bridge for whicha plan and estimate are now forward-
ed, is very considerable, and when recommending the improvements now requested to be carried
out; Captain Rawlins brought to notice that in four hours, 8,700 foot passengers crossed this
bridge, which is at the rate of 50,430 a day of 14 hours or 3G a minute. In addition to these, 678
conveyances, horses and cattle also passed over during the same time, being at the rate of 2,348
per day, or nearly three a minute.

4. There can exist but little doubt of the necessity of the work which is now recommend-
ed for sanction for entry in the ensuing budget, the bridge being too steep and narrow for safety.
5. The Civil Architect will be called upon to submit the plans and estimates for reform-
ing the other two bridges named above. Tn the mean time, I have to request the early orders of

_Government on the project. now submitted.

No. 57. ORDER THEREON, 23rd November 1859, No. 2735,

The Ionorable the Governor in Council entirely approves the work proposed in this letter
and authorizes its being entered in the budget of 1860-61 at the estimated cost of Rupees
(15,330) filteen thousand three hundred and thirty.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government,

C
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