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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
for the month of November 1859.

o~

No. 46.  Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Military Depart-
ment, dated 16th November 1859, No. 40G8.

Ordering that the Chief Engineer bs instrocted to eall for

, and submit & plun and estimate for Jayiug out the Fort of
+ Masulipatam as & commerical entrepdt, and to expedite (Vide Military Proceedines from 11th to 20th
o o

the transmission of the report called for regarding the § ~ r
transit arrangements and the selection of a place for a §°‘ ember 1859, Nos. 212-213.)

depot on the Godaviri.
No. 47. ORrDER THEREON, 23rd November 1859, No. 2750.
Ordered that the foregoing proceedings be recorded.

{Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Governmen{,
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT. . ¢
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT. .

Tead the following :—
DProceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department.

Minute by the Ionorable the President.
(Ilere enter 15th October 1859.)

Read the following

ORDER, THEREON, 18th October 1859, No. 1580.

Ordered that paragraphs 1 at 24 of the foregoing Minute be eommunicated to the Pablic
Works Department, and paragraphs 17 and 32 at 34 to the Revenue Department.

9. Ordered also, that paragraphs 23 at 27 be communicated to the Military Department.

3. Copy of paragraph 35 will be furnished to the Direetor of Public Instructions §

4. And paragraph 36 will be communicated to Colonel Arthur Cotton. - \\

5. Ordered further that copy of the Minute be forwarded by the next Mail to the Rig%t
IIonorable the Secretary of State for India, and that he be informed that the Proceedings of Go-
vernment on the several proposals therein contained will be duly reported io the Departments
to which they respcctively relate, and to which they have been referred for consideration and
disposal.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

—

Lustract from a Minute by the Honorable the Pres

Para. 3. Masulipatam was formerly a place of great Military and commercial importance.
The Military Force is now reduced to a single Regiment ; and the cotton manufacture, for which
Masulipatam was so famous, has been nearly extinguisbed by Manchester. There is, however,
still an industrious, well affected population of between 40,000 and 50,000 persons ; and as the
canal from DBezwarra, which will connect Masulipatam with the interior system of navigation,is
nearly completed, this ancient city willsoon enter upon a new career. As if to illustrate the
wonderful change which this will make, we saw, shortly before we entered [the city, carriages
containing Military Stores Gxed in the so-called road (which was only a ridge of black cotton
soil converted by the rain into mud.) notwithstanding the painful efforts made by long trains of
bullocks assisted by labourers. ~More than one wealthy and spirited Native is already building
passage and cargo boats to navigate the canals.

51, A remarkable feature of this place is the Fort. This was the ancient stronghold of our
nation in the Northern Sirkars. It consists of a spacious, elevated platform, surrcunded with
a handsome brick wall and well revetted ditch, and flanked by bastions at the angles. A guard
is still maintained at the gate, but breaches are left anguarded up which a company could march
as a Military arrangement, the Fort has become entirely obsulete, and has
degenerated into a farce and a nuisance. A Military guard has to be constantly furnished from
the modern cantonment, which is more than three miles off. There is a Fort Adjutant, with
scarcely any duty except an occasional formal visit to the so called Fort. There is the more
serious waste of a Commissariat Bazar, with a Kotwal and Police Establishment, according to
the antiquated modcl, in all seventy-five persons, whose duties might be much better done by
the Collector and Magistrate: and lastly, there is an Arsenal, complete in all the departmeuts of
such an establishment, and furnishing nominal employment to 138 persons; which was, no
doubt, useful when communication with Madras wag precarious, and there was a large force at
Masulipatam, but is now entirely out of date and place. It would be more conducive to safety,
economy, and efficiency, to cousolidate this with the Arsenal at Fort Saint George, and to con-
fine oursclves to having on this coast, proper means of unloading and forwarding Stores to Hy-

derabad, or wheiever clse they may be wanted in the interior.
95. The lower end of the canal is to be connect-ed w > ¢

In my opinion, this magnificent platform should be given up entirely to commercial purposes,
for which it is admirably suited ,:the ditch should be co:}vertgd into a circular canal ; and, after
proper Teserves have been made for public purposes, the interior should be sold for warehouses
and dwelling houses There is a large church, which is now nearly 'deser.ted. The LEuropran
barracks and hospital are s0 commodious and supstantlal, as to make it evident that our ances-
tors were not S0 <nsensible to the health of the Troops, as they are now generally reputed to have
been. The hospital is yve]l adapted_for an Exchange,‘whllg the a(bo;nmg barracks and o.ﬁic.ers’
square are admirably suited for public warehouses. There is a building in front of the principal
landing place which may be usedasa Custom House. As the Fortis the nearest land to the
° is otherwise well adapted for a mercantile station, there can be no

mouth of the canal, and 1s ot . cre.
question as to the great public convenience of these arrangements. The adjoining marshes
would soon be converted into gardens ; and the bar is so narrow, that dredging and buoying

would make the place accessible to ships of considerable size. The Kishna has not turned
yornd upon the adjoining ports of late years in the way the Goddvari has,

ident, dated \5th October 1859. .

abreast. In short,

ith the sea on one side of the Fort.

I T



26, After full consideration therefore, I make the foIIowing

Ist. That the old Fort of Masulipatam should ce
and should be appropriated

proposaly :—

" cease to be occupied as a Military station,
te mercantile purposes ;

20d.  That the Arsenal should be consolidated with the Arsenal of Fort Sajnt George ;
8rd. That the Commissariat Establishment at Masulipatam should be broken up ;
4th.  That the arrangements which have been already ¢

Sth. That a plan aqdlestilllate shou}lld be framed for laying out the Fort of Masulipatam
as a commercial entrepot, with the understanding th; t th i Sie
of the land will be available as fa be requine. poms Fealised e e

I a3 they may be required, for local improvements,
27. Tt will be seen, from the following

the Commander-in-Chief, on the occasion of I}?i};tiz:fst cfe'::ot?;tf M“I]‘ug)e recorde(} Y, s EX_CCI]]C“C.Y
Iy AL

recommendations accord with Si{ Patrick Grant’s vigws toe  HTiany 1850, how entirely my

S MEsliphtam i 2 station b one Regiment of N
Aflillerymen (12 Europeans and the same number of G
aR old Fort, in a state of hopeless dilapidation, and the sooner it crumbles away and is
abandoned the better. Inside this Fort, there is a rather extensive Arsenal, containine at this
moment, 3000 stands of Percussion Muskets, 15. serviceable Sicge Gung c’omplete with Car-
1ages, some 10 or 12 partially unserviceable heavy Guns (all Iron), aud four 6 Pounders complete
with Waggons and Limbers: _ There are likewise two capacious Magazines in one of which an
lmmense supply of Ammunition jg now deposited. [ consider that :1’0 such’ Depits are required
here, and I very st.r(.mgly. recommend that they may cease 10 be maintajned Il)f the preseribed
supply of Ammunition, 3, e, 900 rounds per Picce of Ordnance and smal} Arm, is stri rl) kept up
at the head quarters of the Ilyderabad and sonal Mond bt

Nagpore Forces, a erm i )
X 3 t i p anent Arsenal, Magazine, or
De’p-ot(,l at any intermediate point between 'the Grand Arser:al z?t Madras and thos’e F(l:lbccq is: in
rrgirgilzioi:]ir;‘t;r;(;tazrél)hgﬁ:ecesss:ry, butﬁnghl{l objectionable. et us have no laree I)op,GtS for
: tlitary Stores, where there ig no; i rall
Fo_rce effectually to protect them, ’Complete the watecxxt:h“ ; fmtl'ﬁed o8 Luropenn
. r W inexpensive buildinas at tl andi Lore
while being transferred to the Boats from Slxip-b%ard, a:ledlzo” 7! anding to P et will Lo

Very essentia] requirement will be

ative Infantry, and small Detail of
olundauze are now here). There is

‘“ The Native Infantry Lines are u i
' pwards of four miles from the T il
for Fort duty, (110 Rank and file,) have to march that distance dnﬂ); tgﬁzi’ciotht:};i‘tl‘tlﬁs Pf’m' ;
—

No. 213. OrpER, No. 4068, 164 November 1859.

The Governor in Counci] considers it advisable tha

ahandoned a8 a Military Station,
Military buildings within it a5 may not be re

cunderabad for thejr health : Hig Excellen
‘ : cy th in-ChLj i
form Government, whether any and what bujilldi:gsca'rir}{nl?:\fleert:"!;g:];tc:i::“

2. Application will pe made t igh
A o the Right onorable 3
‘ : the | i
{?e lquimi aulgholety to abandon the Fort and appropriate iltei:et!?retnry of State for e e
onora e; e .resulent. _On the same bej . e suggested ']')y t}_w
P}?Fagraph 25, will be considereq in"dle Revenue Department, :ﬁures -(}1?813"?‘1’ as sPc“hC(l- "
the proposition in the 5th clayse of Para, 26, the Chief [y o taWhile, in‘accordance with
and submil a plan and est; f ort ga 'S8

0 mate for layine out the I cer Will.be instructed to call for
derstanding that the sumg realised byythebsale of tehi Yond o mmercial entrepdt, with the un-

required for lohcal improvements.—The p sl;?yi:v iu-lff f\'ai{}able, a8 far as they may be
Department, whence further j i . ¢ Will be forwarde( to the Revenue
p ) T}: ) 1 Instructions on the subject will be issued, 1e Rever
. 1he Arsenal there, may algo be abolish

it, dispatched from the Arsenal of Fort Syi d, and

shlipnghnt t?fl'] Stores at Cocanad , Wi l

The Chief Engineer wa » have been effected.

1859, Ng. 1521, to submit Plansg and Estimates for the Buildinpg & Under date the 21st June

the transit arrangements complete, ond, in communicatioy wiﬁ‘l thce'Cnoiz:s?fry fo& rcndcinnt{(,')

eno (] A . 1ssar encra

Pot on then(:rg:ra]wax:. Thgse two Officers agd the lns],wc;

unnecessary delay in breakirg up th Voo TePOIt in order that there may be no

Further experience of the subject convinces the 3 bl'b]"!‘em” at Maculipatam.

pensm;) Buxldlr;\glsdor Establishmen What s :’l"m}f"d 18, not 9‘-\"

steam between Madras and that place, and facilg command of conveyance by

. L ST mea ;

water with the interior, This Govern ns of tranship

Secretary of State for India,

Steamers with the Northern Ports, 4 Dicuti :
t1 :

the Delta Canals and the Godgvyr:. Joray ith the

t the Fort of Masulipatam should be,
mercial purposes, together with such
dicrs gent from Sc-
be requested to in-
d for this purpose.
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‘ igade, i 90Ul Apil 185
i as discontinned as a station for a Brigade, in G. O. G 29.h A]erformei
1. Masullpat]‘l;fl “-“2 ceass to be a Military Bazar station, and the duties n-owoiible wed
Mo 1 . mll.’l l]i \2‘:;‘11 be transferred to the Collector a"ddeglst;a:e ?;:Z?ﬁ;’cgt Whén’this
M 1 A N E . " : ‘
by the Mil:tary Police v icate with the Collector, and report to en
i 3 ¢ communicate : s and it when i
e mgoment (xen;.;?}nmlll; and his establishmeut withdrawn in order that the usua
arrangcment can ade,

may be made in G. O.

i 's Mi i ice the
23 ¢t ";2’ of the ITonorable the President’s Minute will be communicated to
5. Paras. 23 to 2

« he ’ & i ', al v il,lnc mii i-

omman er-lij-L.itie a"(l to Departments 3y n e ll ar 1\“(]1'()] (]’eue]'"ll \4 ]O ommun

1(;;[1[(!“ ‘“lt.ll t,he Ad[ll('lnt (Jen(,‘ld], (lllaltel ;\IaSKEI (Iellelal, InSpCCIOr (Jen(']dl ()t l(ll ance all(l

(,()Ill]lnsb.l]y G(‘.nela], (l‘CPOIt W hat “l“ be the amount Of t.he “n"ledlate ﬂ]l(l the [)llll)ahle ‘Iltllle
.,

' y ‘e measures.
reductions of expenditure effected by the above n

: < y ! s1011.
i i i l LI " CO
Of t]llS Ol'der Wlll be iurnlbhcd tO the 1 tu I nance miis

A cory ¢True Lxtract.) ¢

Acting Seceretury to Golernmend

To the Public Department.
Quarter Master General.

,» Adjutant General. .

le¥ Depactment. . )

; ‘evenrrﬁcnt r1)‘ul.~lic Woiks. / P & MWI@A

» Depar ' A/ﬁ?

Chief Engineer. .

Inspector General of Ordnance.

++ . Commissary General.

.2 Mititary Auditor General.
reral.

Accountant Genera . _ . |

Superintendent of Marine. Ufor information.

I 1 tme )

Director General Medical Department. .

Military Finance Commission.

]

é

xd, J. Davis.
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