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Proceedings of the Madras Governnient, Public Works Depdrtment,
for the month of November 1859.

N

No. 78. Read'the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 27th Octobet 1859,
No, 4371, 4 P

Read the following letter from T. J. KNOX, Esq., Officiating Collector of Salem, to W.

HUDLESTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George,

dated Ossoor, 8rd October 1859, No. 199, ot

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Board's Circular of the 18th November
last, No. :1%94', on the subject.of the commutation of customary unpaid labor into a water cess,
and calling attention to some remarks on ‘the subject made by Government in Minutes of Con-
sultation, dated 30th October 1858.

" 2. I beg to state in reply that the Tahsildars of this district were desired to consult with

the principal Ryotsin their respective tal(iqs, and to report the popular opinion on the subject.

3. Trom the reports submitted, I find that the Ryots of almost all the taldigs are opposed

. to thie measure contemplated by the Board and the Government. ™ The Ryots distinctly state

“that they would rather, as hitherto, attend to all really urgent marammat works in connection
with the tanks and channels, &ec., than pay any additional tax in money.

: 4. Here, as clsewhere, the system of unpaid labour prevails, and on the Department Pub-
“lic Works becoming mdependent of the Collettor, the Ryots, with their usual short-sightedness
* and ignorance, declined to give their labour as hitherto, buta little.experienceand Act1 of
1858 bave removed their idle notions, and nexther woxks nor the interests of the pubhc seem
to require any change. . ‘ RIS

5. The only place where the Ryots would consent 1o a chanrre is the Womalore talug.

“In this taluq according to the Tahsildar’s report, it appears that the Ryots would - -agree t0 pay

" atthe rate of three pice per Rifpee on their holdings, if they were exempted from all obligations

to render customary unpaid labour. This taluq is chleﬁyadry taluq, and the amount this per

centage would yield, would be very small and no reason appmrs to Justxfy a special arrange-
ment in one taluq out of fourteen. : . :

‘

6. The Board are no doubt aware that there exists a specml establishment constituted at
the time of the survey for the safe keeping of the Cavary channels in the taluqs of Paramutty
and Namcul, and that the establishment is maintained by contributions of grain levied from the
Ryots holding land under those channels, and for a further history of this, I would refer the
Board to Mr. Brett's letter of the 21st July 1858, No. 93, and the statement No. 1 which accom-
panied it.

7. 'The Ryots are most reluctant to pay these contributions, and as neither the amount

" nor its value are entered in their pattahs, it is clear they canoot be compelled to pay, and I

"see no course to be pursued but to commute the grain into money payments, enter the amount

in the puttah, and enforce payments as in the case of land revenue. Of their liability there can

be no question, and in the end a money payment would be .more convenient for them and for
the Department Public Works, on whom the labour has devolved.

3

Submitted for the information of Govemment, with reference to paragraphs 16 and ‘17 of
Extract Minutes Consultation, 30th October 1838, No. 2306,

In. Con. 26th Nov. 1856, No. 5020,
’ Public Works Department, Revenue Irrigation.

2. The Board have expressed their views on the general question of levying a water “cess,

in their Proceedings, dated 17th February 1859, No. 605.

(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Swned) W’HUDLI}STON
.o St ‘ Ve, ot rny oy 7, Aeting Secretary.
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F 1. My Brett's letter referred to in that from 3r, Knox submitted by the Boa.ld with the;e I
. . .

E proceedings, is necessary to enable Government to deal _thh the mattef treatec'l of in p(;xrlabrapI: %

6 and 7 of the latter paper, and the Board will be requested to gend it up without delay. M
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| ought to have accompanied the present proceedings. The Board will p
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lease also to aid the Go-

vernment with their opinion on the propoesition contained in paragraph 7.

o, The attention of the Board is requested to the order of 27th May 1859 No. 711. |
(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

' ' * Secrelary to Government.

T gem % a el ATy P e,

et e g g

A

®

ot ot ] A, TE A g

T L A sy o O S ot (AR A 4 2 o g 1ol T g

TS O P s g s o it Mcrnr

e 2T

e

if

-

Jm D

o

P

. ¢
*

e

o
LSV S alisis dadt LT

B L o YD T D e S NP U

~ No. 4371, ) S
. Proceepmves of the Boarp of Bevexuve, dated 27th October 1859. .
. Read the following letter from T. J. KNOX, Esq., Officiating Collector of Salem, to W.
. HUDLESTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George,
dated Ossoor, 3d October 1859, No. 199. - ‘
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Board’s Circular of the 18th November
last, No. 4294, on the subject of the commutation of customary unpaid labor inlo a water
' cess, and calling attention to some remarks on the subject made by Government in - Minutes
of Consultation, dated 30th October 1858, )
2. I'beg to state in reply that the Tahsildars of this district were desired to consult with
the principal Ryots in their respective talooks, and to report the popular opinion on the subject.
3. From the reports submitted, I find that the Ryots of almost all the talooks are opposed
to the measure contemplated by the Board and the Government. The Ryots distinctly state
that they would rather, as hitherto, atteud to all really urgent marammat works in counection
- with the tanks and channels, &c., than pay any additional tax in money.
’ §. Here, as elsewhere, the system of unpaid labour prevails, and on the Department Public
Works becoming independent of the Collector, the Ryots, with their usual short-sightedness
and ignorauce, declined to give their labour as hitherto, but a little experience and Act I of
.1858 bave removed their idle notions, and neither works nor the interests of the public seem
to require any change. T )
5. The only place where the Ryots would consent to a change is the Womalore talook, ‘
In this talook, according to the Tahsildar’s report, it appears that the Ryots would agree to pay
at the rate of three pice per Rupee, on their holdiugs if they were exempted from all obliga-
tions to render customary unpaid labour. This talook is chiefly a dry talook, and the amount
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this per centage would yield, would be very small, and no reason appears to justify a speciaf—/

‘arrangement in one talook out of fourteen. “ _

6. The Board are no doubt aware that there exists a special establishment coustituted at
the time of the survey for the safe keeping of the Cavary channels in the talooks of Paramutty
"and Namcul, and that the establishment is maintained’ by contributions of grain levied from,
the Ryots holding land under those channels, and for a further history of this, I would refer
the Board to Mr. Drett's letter of the 21st July 1858, No. 93, and the statement No. 1 which

accompanied it. ‘ . : ) ’
7. The Ryots are most reluctant to pay these contributions, and as neither the amount
nor its value are entered in their puttahs, it is clear they cannot be compelled to pay, and I
see no course to be pursued but to commute the grain into money payments, enter the amount
in the puttah, and enforce payments as in the case of land revenue. . Of their liability there can

F4

Submitte&_ for the information of Government, with reference to paragraphs, 16 and 1% of

"(/I:In Con. 28th Nov. 1858, No. 50:29. Extract Minutes Consultation, 30th October 1858, No. 2306,

,* Public Works Department, Revenue Irrigation.
2. The Board have expressed their views on the general question of levying a water cess,
in their Proceedings, dated 17th February 1859, No. 605. ’ -

(A true Copy and Extract.)
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To . L. Acting Secretary,
s J. D. BOURDILLON, Esgq., Secretary to Government, R. D.

Copy to Officiating Collector of Salem.
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be no question, and in the end a money payment would be more convenient for them and for”4
the Depaxtment Publiec Works;-on whonr the labour has devolved. -~~~ -~ . ¢ j .
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