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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,
, for the month of November 1859.
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.No.8. ~ TRead the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. BELL, Chief Engineer; to
J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 15th October 1852, . : |

No. 6168. : e rr

2

1. With reference to the orders of Government, No. 2240, 25th October 1858, on the )
o subject of the Nirgantis of the Thmbaddra -

:?)"i‘ﬁi‘"?:tl;':_e" with § enclosutes. ' channels being placed under the charge b
1 Letter from District Engineer,dated 6th Dec. 1838, ¥0.270,  of the District Engineer, Bellary ; and the
1 Do. from Collector, datei 26ih Febraary 1854, No &. . . . Co
1 Do. from Disicict Engr., dated isth April 1x39, No, 351, substitution of money payments for the inams
1 Do o do duted 4th My 1859. No. 103, 3¢ present enjoyed by the establishment, T have R

1 Do. from do du ed 14th Sept. 1859, No, 206. 3 . B
the honor to submit the latters as per margin. %

-

- 2. Mr. Pelly, in his letter,® states that the money payment of Rupees four a month to each
Nirganti, as suggested by the District Engineer, would be
more than double the value of their present emoluments. If,
however, the Nirgantis aré placed entirely under the Department of Public Works, he would
advocate their payment in cash : but, * he is opposed to the transfer of all Nirzantis to the De-
¢ partment Public Works, He thinks the duty of distributing the water, immediately to the
¢ fields, had better be left to those men under the control of the village authorities, but he
% would recommend that all Nirgantis ; required for the management of head and other sluices
¢ in principal channels and for all channel work merely, should be given up entirely to the De.
4 This No. he estimates at 7 head ¢ partment Public Workst and be paid by that department.” He
- Nifrgantis_in Cumply tilug and 6 states, there are at present 123 Nirgantis drawing a net income

on the Rajacaivah, ! . . . =
of Rupees 2,600, and he is of opinion, that probably it would not
be requisite to employ so many or pay them so high as four Rupees a month each.

¢ No. 5, dated 26th Febraary 1859.

3. Captain Fisher in his letter,} submits a statement exhibiting 116 Nirgantis required
by Lim to attend to sluices and the distribution of water in the
channels. He is of opinion, that owing to local circumstances,
those men should not be paid less than four Rupees a month each ; this would make the cost of
the establishment Rupees 5,558, against which he sets off their present emoluments, amounting
to Rupees 2,600, lea¥g the net extra cost Rupees 2,968, but as the sum of Rupees 2,600 is the
income of the existing 128 Nirgantis, aud the establishment he applies for, is 116, the extra
cost would be somewhat greater.

a5
&
s

+ 18th April 1859.

o

£33

-

4. The new Collector, Mr. Hathaway, concurs with the District Engineer as to the num-
ber|| of Nirgantis required for the Tiimbaddra channels; but
adds : I am unable to recommend the abolition of the indms
¢ in favor of money payments.” )

¢ The in4ms were granted to them under the formar Government, and being still consider-
« ed hereditary, the disposal of them lies with the inim Commissioner.”

} That is 116.

5. Thold the opinion entertained by the Collector, that it would be desirable (provided
the in4ms can be resumed and money payments substituted,) that those Nirgantis, required for
the management of head and other sluices on the main channels, should be under the charge of
_the District Engineer, wbile those attached to sluices which regulate the immediate distribution

of the water t> the villages, should remain under tie revenue authorities. )

6. There seems to be no reason, to judge from Mr. Hathaway’s letter, why immediate ar-
rangements should not be made, if the Government approve, for the substitution of money pay-
ments for the indms, and I recommend that the arrangements may bein conformity with the
District Engineer’s plan above mentioned.

No. 9. ORDER THEREOY, Ist November 1859, No. 2570.

The Government agree with the Chief Engineer and the late Collector of Bellary that it is
desizable that the Nirgamis employed to manage the sluices of the main channels from the
Té&mbaddra should be under tha District Eagineer, but not those employed in distributing the

-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public TV orks Department,
Jor the month of Novemler 1859.

o~

water of the branch channels. The latter should continue to be at the disposal of the village
authorities, who will be responsible for the proper performance of their work.

2. Tt is a part of the duty connected with village establishments, on which Mr. Pelly is now
engaged, to revise the numbers and emoluments of the Nirgantis; and he will be requested to
give his particular and early attention to those connected with the Timbaddra channels, in view
to carrying into effect the arrangement approved above. Mr. Pelly will be much aided in this
task by his intimate knowledge of the localities. It appears to Government that the present
number of the village Nirgantis is much larger than can be really required for the work to be
done; and where this is found to be the case the number should be reduced.

3. Nirgantis placed under the District Engineer for the charge of the main sluices must

be provided with suitable emoluments; and, if practicable, it is desirable that they should have
no concern with the actual holding of indm land.

(Signed) J.D. BOURDILLON,
Secrelary lo Government,
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