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Ty Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

? Jrom 5th to 21s¢ October 1859,
e

Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. II. BELL, Chief Engineer ;
to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 30th September
1859, No. 5593.

No. 127.

1ith reference to the Acting Deputy Secretary’s endorsement No. 2864, dated 17th
’ August 1839, on a petition from Meer Mahomed Hoossain
Sabib, I have the honor to submit for the consideration and
orders of Government, the accompanying correspondence between
the Civil Architect, Garrison Engineer, Captain Winscom, and
this office, on the subject of the amount still out-standing against
that individual. ‘

5 Tetters from the Civil Architect,

with 6 enclosures.
1 Do. from the Garrison Engineer,

with 1 enclosure. .
1 Letter from Captain Winscom.
1 Petition from Meer Mahomed Hoos-

sain Sahb.
2, It appears that when the late Colonel Atkinson gave over charge of the office of Civil

Architect, the debt of Meer Mahomed Hoos-

sain (the supplier to that department) amount- Rs. A, P.

ed to Rupees®.covunssncinniiniinins vnnnnnnn 6,043 17

¢ Tetter No. 832, dated 19th Septcmber
1859, from the Civil Architect,

From which if the value of the stock made over by the latter....ccoevveeennne 922 3 11
be deducted, & SUM Of eeieerrreriiivrmsniiiiseeennnens vesesunsssasenneneesseencessnnes 9,120 13 8
remained against him. Out of the last mentioned amount, however, it is
observed that sums of money aggregating...ce veeseenss sesormnicisnennnee 2,204 9 9
lave been recovered from the under suppliers to the contractor, between
the months of May and December 1838, so that the balance remaining
2826 311

unpaid at the present date 18....oiervmsmmeenersremsinisnsissenn et

3. Witha view of liquidating the balance due by Meer Mahomed Hoossain Sahib, Captain

Ifitchins, the Civil Architect, reported,® that on the 6th Decem-
ber last, Captain Winscom (the then Acting Civil Architect)
- entertained another contractor named Moottoosawmy Moodelly,
to supply materials for his department until the close of the present year, on the condition,
that he forfeited 10 per cent. upon the amount of his bills, to be appropriated for the purpose

stated.

® Tetter No. 498, dated 24th June
1859.

4. 1In the agreement® entered into between Captain Winscom and Moottoosawmy Moo~
* 2nd December 1858. delly, provision amongstother things is made

1st. For the deduction above mentioned.

2nd. For the deposit by the latter in the Civil Architect’s eash chest of Government
bonds to the extent of Rupces 2,000, to be forfeited in the event of his failing
in the due performance of his contract, and

3rdly. For the execution of a bond, to be drawn up by the Government Solicitor. ,

5. Perceiving the irrcgularity of this course, Captain Hitchins thought proper to refrain
from having the bond legally drawn up, with a view of vitiating the agreement made by Cap-

tain Winscom.

6. Moottoosawmy Moodelly contracted to supply materials at 2} per cent. less than the ‘
rates allowed in the Civil Architect’s estimates. This sum, with the deduction of 10 per cent.
rendered the contractor a loser of 12} per cent. on all articles furnished by him, and Captain
Mitchins reports, that frequent complaints were made to him by the subordinates of his de«
partment in regard to the inferior quality of the materials supplied by Moottoosawmy Moodelly,
which he states is no matter of surprise, considering the large deduction to which the contrace
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* tor'’s bills continued to be made, for the months of December, January,

o o s .,
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2 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, ]
o Sfrom 5th te-21s; October 1859. 1
WW%
tor was liable, and the low rates allowed in the estimates prepared by the Civil Architect’s de-
partment, which were framed upon data made ten Yyears ago, when articles were sold 20 per

cent. cheaper than at present. It is further intimated, that although the bond proposed to be
drawn up by the Government Solicitor, was never executed, the deductions from the contrac-

February, and March -
last, amounting in the aggregate to Rupees 822

‘
~ove

7. In consequence, however, of the contractor failing
directed, and supplying articles of bad quality,
arrangements for procuring his supplics elsewhere, but before he did 80, every consideration was
shewn to Mootoosawmy Moodelly, and the deduction above alluded to was even discontinued, ;
with the hope that he would improve in his supplies. A promise was also extended to the con-

tractor, that if he furnished materials promptly and of good quality, his case would be brought

to the notice of the Chief Engincer, with the view to his recovering the deduction of 10 per
cent. which had been made, .

to furnish materials when °
Captain Hitchins was compelled to make .

_ Pts unavailing, the Civil Architect submitted the matter to the .
Central office, requesting orders, ag to whether th

e sum of Rupees 822, which had been deducted -
from the contractor, as well as the security of Ry

i pees 2,000 lodged in the Madras Bank, micht '
be restored to him, and the debt of the former contractor written off to profit and loss. T
9. On the receipt of the foregoing communication from the Civil Architect, Captain

» Extract Proceedings No. 2086, dated Winscom was requested* to explain his reasons for making :
27¢h June 1859,

1 .
(2 Ja 30uh June 1859, oot?osawn?y Moodelly answ e_rable for the debts of the former
supplier. That officer stated in reply
of the Civil Architect’s office, he found that the former supplier,
mentioned, had made arrangements with his sub

» that on taking charge .
who incurred the dobt above-t

~contractors to liguidate the same by a deduction !
of 10 per cent, from their bills, Finding, however, the system of supply the loosest conceivable, .

and that short measure was continually given, without the exercise of an eflicient check, he en-
forced a full supply, but on his doing 5o, the sub-contractors gave up work and as no agreement |

had been entered into between the Civil Architect and these individuals, he could not control ,
their proceedings. ;

10. At this crisis, it is stated, Mootoosawmy Moodelly (of whom Captain Winscom had
no previous knowledge whatever) addressed him on the subject of supplying materials to the
Civil Architect’s department, and offered at the same time to liquidate the debt abovementioned
by a deduction of 10 per cent. on his bills.. Caprain Winscons acceded to Mootoosawmy Moo-
delly’s request, as there was no other way to secure the Government from loss, but not until
he had pointed out to the man that he would probably fail by the deduction, and had Teceived
from hin an assurance to the contrary, provided, however, he was not required to supply bricks
* Dated 10th December 1856, and tiles. An.agreement was acco.rdmgly drawn up and signed, and a

letter* was written by Captain Winscom to the Government Solicitor,
requesting him to draw up the necessary bond, but through some delay on the part of the
manager of his cffice, the letter wasnot despatched during Captain Winscom’s incumbency, and as
stated in paragraph 5, Captain Hitchins thought fit to withhold it. ‘

11. In regard to the failure of the contractor, Captain Winscom conclude
that considering the agreement entered into had been altogether ignored and o
entertained, it is not surprising to find that Mootoosawm
and not of the best quality,

s by observing,:
ther contractors
¥ Moodelly’s supplics were irregular

12. On the receipt of Captain Winscom's letter, the Civil Architect was requested®

to report distinct] a obabilj
 Letter No. 2471, dated 6th July 1839, ) stinctly, whether there was any p bability of

1is recovering. the balance due by Meer Mahomed Hoossain
Saib after communicating with the Garrison Enginec

er, who jt was understood had again
employed that individual for the supply of mateials to kis department. Captain itchine
was also requested to report fully upon whom the respo

nsibility of the debt properly lay, and -
his reason for not reporting his intention to vitiate the agrecment entered into between Mootoas
sawmy and Captain Winscom, '

'

| R Y

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, 3
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13. The Garrison Engineer was also requested* to state, W}lether his contractor, M-eer.l\;a-
' . homed, was prepared to enter into any agreement for hquidt.
* Letter No. 2605, dated I3th July 1889 ¢/ 110 debt abovementioned, as it appeared very question-
‘able, whether the Government wouldB approve of his supplying materials for another department,

fter he had proved himself a defaulter as contractor to the Civil Architect.
a

14. In ;eply to the first of the foregoing requisi.t.fons, the Civ.il Architect r;golrted,;
- that there was no probability of recovering from Meer Ma ome

® Loter No. 067 daicd 180 July (1.0 balance due, as he was not the only supplier to the Garrison

B Engineer's Department, three others having also been e*ngaged,

further, he was bound to make good te Captain Rawlins a sum of Rupees 1,000 due‘ to

o that fuhers his department by monthly instalments of 50 Rupces. Cd[:-

¢ Captain Rawlins states Rupees 700.  ¢,1n Hitchins encloses a memorandumt from the manager of his

office, which was drawn up for Captain Winscom, with the view

P s i Horember 5% of a ,report upon the out-standings against Meer Mahomed be-

ing made to the Chief Engincer. This dc.cum.enfI e;;pllaér‘;s” the (:lirctl;]r:stcaigztfzscar:edelr] r;&;}:;ci}; :;:Z

1 i nJu 7, an

lzrf(;er:) ali?;;::? Z}n;iﬁﬁz““::otr}l‘; ‘i:znt:;l: tt(:;mlth, agl}"eeably to the orders of the Government of

s ag

Tndia. The total sum then out-standing against Meer Mahomed was Rupees 12,400, but he immedi-
"India.

' nder- . . }
andt the :1 es his opinion, that had the under-contractors been allowed to continue their sup
 tect express ’

lies till the end of the current year, the whole sum would have been liquidated, and moreovers
- plies till th !

i alang 5,100 unpaid, which he promised to
7,300, leaving a balance of Rupees 5, / :
stely mado good Hupes 1,5 ,liquida?e by deluctions from his monthly bills, and accox:dmg-
ly an acreement® was entered into between Colonel Atkmsu'n
ppliers to this contracc';or. With reference to this agreement, the Civil Archi-
su

* Dated 3rd May 1858,

hat the chanee from them to Moottoosawmy who, as above stated, was entertained by Captain
that the chang

‘& mscom I()d u(:ed no b(.,nehcldl eﬁ‘?ct, as hlS Supplles were Constalltl ()l) ect ed 4] [s] "
l‘ ) ?

d to quantity as well as quality. With regard to Captain Winscom's statement, that Moot-
gara 1o qu

Tt Moodclly had made his own calculations, and that so long as he was n?t c';)lmpélle(}
’ °°sawmyb ick yd tiles, he could afford to give ten per cent. on the amount of hl? bills, Cap-
‘ to‘supp']yl tns ;:;ves th,al: there are samples of bricks and tiles furni?hed to bls.ofﬁce by
; ;\5'11:0:3;;::‘;; and t};at when this individual was urged to supply materials according to the

d ’

i i same was
Jles, he made no mention whatever of the circumstance that his supply of the
camples . : b
optilona]’ and that he was not bound to furnish them by his contract
! .

15, Inregard to the delay imputed by Captain Winscom, to the m;nzll.ge:: zf ;];e: C;::;::lm
tect’s office, in sending the letter addressed by bim to the Govcmme.nt Salicitor, b. o db ot
ubmits a memorandum,* from which it will be observed, tha
:he delay alluded to was occasioned by the f:ix‘ctlxnf;:arxce of the
size of certain wall bricks, (viz. 8 X 4} x 13) which he was .ordered to insert in the lettc;r,
iavinrr been objected to by Moottoosawmy. The manager in his defez-)ce furfher urges, that he

¢ he subject to the notice of Captain Winscom, with a view to the matter
ha'd Of[‘fn bm?g};‘ta:: ]an e'lﬂJy date, but that it was frequently deferred, and that the letter to the
lg;::frx(}:zzieéo?icitor, was for the last time br.oughr. to Captain Winscom on thfe day of]hi_s
oiving over charge of the office to Captain Ilitehins, but that even then, the question was left
endeci d. With reference to this explanation, the Civil Archltect.obscrws, that so far as he
un;li:::el:ned he saw no disinclination whatever on the part of his manager to forward the

. , he /

;::iwr in question to the Government Solicitor.

% Dated 8th July 1853.

16. With regard to Captain Winscom's zjl,ssertion, that it was not suxpxiain.g to bﬂnd
Moottoosawmy Moodelly failing in hi§ supplies., in consequence of his ag‘re.emem; | ?vmg;d'tci’z:
ltogether iznored and other contractors entertained, Captain I_lx.t(.:hens observes, tn'x in af'.x
‘ }?~ enerid forbearance towards Moottoosawmy and the facilities afforded to thfxt md.mdual,
}t:e, )(ztlgtrhe 25th February last, in his letter No. 130, obj'ectcd f.o auy oﬁf his ‘\;orlk’sdb:-n;g gw;nh(i):t
on contract to others, as be considered it would b‘e unfair to his supplier, .w o ha 1r'1 orme . :
that he had advanced Rupees 3,000 to certain brick-makers, to enable him to furuish a full and -
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Proper supply, agreeably to the list which
ments of the Civil Architect’s de
lacs of bricks were Included.

i d to the heavy
regoi tements of Meer Mahomed, in regar '
i forence to the foregoing sta et : :  heary
b been sustained by him,. the Civil Architect was requested to‘repor; odt hetx
foss stated fo have Dee correctness, as also whether the late Colonel Atkinson had ta

ad been prepared and

. . . 9
given to him of the require-
partment for six lmonths, in which

list, amongst other things, 50

e

'

|

‘ |

|

e T |
‘ l

|

Letter No. 3120,

NS S SIS 1. e

17, I here observe, that on the 16th Februa;'

y last, the late Chief Engineer informed?* the

‘ Civil Architect and other officers, that he was desirous that a few
* In memorandum dated 16th Feby,
1859, No. 7969,

I

with the view of securing Moottoosawmy Moodélly from qloss, object in his letter, dateq 25th
February 1859 to such a course, a notification nev'ertbe]ess, was issued iy the Fort Saint George
Gazette, inviting tenders for certain works in the Chingleput district and at the Presidency,
The only work, howerver, that w

as actually given out on contract was the Arrack distellery a¢
Tondiarpett, the estimate for which amounted to Rupees 15,400.>

any security for advances made to this contractor. He wasi at
he s $ v ici ibility of recoverin
ime instructed to consult the Government Solicitor, as to the possibilit g
ame time 1ns v t e {
:.h money due by instituting legal proceedings against him
e y y

. . ly
homed Hoossain Sahib general
i i s reports,* that Meer Ma ‘ .
#. Inreply, Captain Hischens reports, the extent of Rupees 7 or 8,000 made to him
had advances to the e . ) made to bim
August Colonel Atkinson, and that this amoun
¢ Letter No, 765, duted 29th Aug by the late Colons . l e therefore’
155 amongst a number of under-suppliers. On the rece pd, herefore
7 i e bly be expected, tha
. 57, he obs:rves, it may reasonably : .
ictive orders of July 1857, . S ; \ (p that the
o th? fes“f’; “‘; loucil embarrassment from the difficulty experienced in recovering
supplier suflered m

————

T . .
lvances mace by him to his under-cuntiactors, No tanglble‘
advances mz actor gible
it ber 1849 ity, however, appears to have been taken from the con
Letter No, 849, 27th'September 1859, security, Low 2
that as ne agree-

tor for the advances thus made to him.
he under-suppliers to Meer Ma- ' .
With reference to this statement, |

. , t wust 1859, to

2% From the letter of the Government SOIic‘;‘)‘;’hi"{t1“:‘33(1‘]‘::? ble5 ;:r‘t;x: liln:exests, of -

{ . . : -1 ~
* Dated 3rd My 1855, Cnptzfin Hitchins enclost a copy of' tha. agreement,® drawn up : ‘ the address of t.he ?ivil Ar(l;l[utecfsmltli‘:"}’ls b:”:?::tr;;e;r Mahomed Hoos.sq.in Sahib, on a?cm‘lln;)f
and signed by these parties, from which jt will be observed, that . Governme:t to institute l.ef:l P""""? _ol : been found, that the individual has no available
Ves responsible for the debt dye by Meer Mahomed, by a deduc- this debt, as after the strictest enquiry it ha if certain property, in which it is probable he may.
Is for materials supplied to the Civj] Architect, agreeably to the means for paying off the same, and that even i Id b2 involved in difficulties, and perhaps in &

me in the Garrison Engineer's department, 1 | have a share, be seized, the Government won

t L]
" reater amount of expense than the value of the property
g ¢

18. In Captain Winscom’s letter above alluﬂed to, that officer observes,

ment had beeq entered into between the Civil Architect and t
homed, he could not enforcge th i

they have therein made themsel
tion of 10 per cent, on their bil

lar person, but simply brings to notice the f;

- responsibility
| As the Government has ruled, that officers are not to be relieved from resp

! | 25. Asthe Gov

acts connected with the ‘

the decision of this office,

i I i sses are
for pecuniary losses, unless in the acts with wilc: thc: los es wre
O . . stablished rules;
5 wplisd with establishe
g | Frocerdines Anguct 17th 1839, No. o onnacted, they have ¢imp

b v 3, ﬁ
: sain, appear to have bee
1672, paragraph 8. the advances to Meer Mahomed Houssain, app

u]a(!e wit |()"' any o v V y i that the
TOV : ﬂl btd'.e i Oplnl(m
I) tO GO el‘nment, I can o - ,
i sion aaa]nst IOSS } ) l
" xeSPO!lS-bll lty fOl the l;ss undel‘ l‘eport Of Rupees 2,8:-.6'3‘11, Iell.laleS “lfl'l t 1e executc":; (f .u]e
]at(‘. C one tkins » W s 3

20.  As there appeared to exist no just grounds for the retention of the security of Ry.

pees 2,000 lodged by_Moottoosawmy Moodelly, the Civil Archi.

' {‘g;g‘“" No. 2706, dated 1ith July tect was requested* to returp the same, Having been sybse.

1 Letter No. 3120, dated 26th July quently informed+ that there appeared no just cause for detaining
1839,

the money deducted from tle contractor’s bills, and that he

"
=
&
ad
(=4
32
Iy
=
<
(=}
I3
5]
“
ee]
&
~
=
&
=
]
- e R e Rt S i T 0 ET SESNA R S

¥ Letter No. 780, dated &5th Septem-

‘ : ! from the service.
should act at his discretion, in returning it or crediting it 1o : : : —
ber 1859, Government, he reported} that he shoulg refund the money at § 1 ' o a N
an early period. i |

21. Baut as the debt of Meer Mahomed, viz, Rupees 2,826.3.11 still remaine

the Civil Architect was instructeq (a) to give his ¢

(e) In letter No, 3120, dated 26ih tion to a letter (0), from the Garris'o? .Engincer,
(bj“kyo'igi; dated 19th July 1859, closed), written in teply to a requlsmon from ¢
) 2098, dated 13th July 1859, wherein that office

notice, that Mecer Mahomed was entertained as one of the st_lppliers to his department on the
advice of the Government Solicitor, with the view.of recovering a debt of I.{upe?s. 700 due by
him to the Garrison Iingineer’s department. Captzun. Rawlins also expresses his opinion, tha the
contractor is quite unequal to the duty of supplying two departments,_ and th-at although lLe
was very willing, yet he was quite unablc: to pay.oﬁ‘ she debt. Captain Rawlins lurther ?b.
serves, with reference to the debt to the Civil {\rchxtects. department, tha.t the nnder-s-upphers '5
“to this contractor appear to have acted very dishouestly indeed towards hm.l, and of thfs, fhcre ?
cars to be but Ixtle doubt, since the man is reported to be at present in the most indigent
PP circumstances. With this letter, the Garrison Engineer enclog-

es one* from Mecr Mahomed IToossain Saib, wherein that indi-
vidual represents that he sustained heavy losses by the sudden stoppage of Publje

26-3-11, Le forwarded to
ted with this loss of Rupees 2,826-3-11, ibility of hold-
* Resolved that the papers comnec leased to state his opinion as to the possibility o
E the Government Solicitor who will be p fa o responsible for the loss incurred,
areful atten. ; ' ing the executors of the late Colonel Atkinson resp
»
(herewith €n-

his office No, . . ' detg. Dy, Secretary to Government,

d unsettled,
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* Dated 18th July 1859,

Works in
July 1857, and that every exertion was used by him to pay off the balance which remaineq .
R > : « . M ” i
against him. Ie further states that he is qu}te plcpale(!. t‘o entel: mt? arrangements for-the 1
PZ)'ment of the sum still due, if the suppliership of the Civil Architect's department be given :
to him,

A et e e ad s R R,

~ e
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