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L ? Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
e, from 5th to 21st .October 1859.
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j No. 30, Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. BELL, Chief Engineer;
i to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 27th September 1859,
K No. 5450. .
&
i In continuation of my letter No. 419 dated 13th May last, I bave the honor to forward, for
Tﬂ 3 Origiual letter from the msmc; ‘ submission to Government, an estimate for completing the
" f{'hg",'l‘j;'l"{%‘_“l“b“ No.210,dated  Neerungumpully bridge on trunk road No. V, in the District of
Tk 1 Plan 3-4859-59.
‘ 1 Ab:tract estimate. Malabar.
el .
i 2, An estimate of Rupees 7,240 was sanctioned in Extract from the Minutes of Consul-

tation No. 292, dated 19th February 1858, for re-building the arches of this bridge which fell
on the 22nd October 1857, from the obstruction of the water-way by trees and bamboos
in an extraordinary fresh. Out of the above amount, the
District Engineer of Malabar reports,* that work -to the
extent of Rupees (3,616-1-2) five thousand six hundred and sixtecen, anna ome and pice
two, was executed when, in consequence of a very heavy fall of rain, the Neerungumpully river
filled on the 5th April 1859, which caused the fall of three arches and the centerings of the
bridge under construction. Material howevet, to the value of Rupees 1,051 has been recovered
from the destroyed structure. Deoducting this sum (Rupees 1,051) together with the unex-
pended balance (Rupees 1,623-14-10) one thousand six hundred and twen' y-three, annas fourteen
and pice ten, of the original sanction from the estimate herewith submitted, a total of Rupees
(4,370) four thousand three hundred and seventy, remains, which amount I beg to recommend
Government will be pleased to sanction for immediate expenditure.

3. A plan, showing the present and the former state of the bridge, is also submitted for
the information of Government.

4. The reconstruction of the bridge commenced on the 1st November 1838, and there do
not appear to have been any faults or errors in construction which could lead to disaster, but
the setting in of rain so very early as March could not have been anticipated.

5. As the bridge is situated on a very important line of road, I trust the work may be
sanctioned without delay.

* No, 210, dated 9th July 1859.

No. 31. ORDER THEREON, 7th October 1859, No. 2388.

. *in his letter of the 13th May last, the Chief Engineer reported the fall, on the 5th April
of the three arches, which had been turned, of the bridge under coustruction across the Neerun-;
gumpully river on the Calicut and Paulghaut road. With his present letter, he submits an
estimate of Rupees (4,370) four thousand three Lundred und seventy for completing the work.

2, The destruction of the bridge occurred during a very heavy fall of rain, when the
river rose eight feet within the space of four hours. In his former report, Colonel Bell stated
that every possible precaution had been taken to prevent accident—and expressed an opinion
that what had happened was more immediately attributable to the centerings of the recently
turned arches not having been able to sustain the shock of the trees &ec. thrown against them
by the current. In his letter above recorded, he states that * there do not appear to have been
any faults or errors in construction which could lead to disaster.”

3. Of the original sanction of Rupees 7,240 for this bridre, a sum of Rupees 5,616-1-2 had
been expended up to the time of the accident, leaving an available balance of Rupees 1,623-14-10.
In addition to this last mentioned sum, the mateiials recovered amounted in value to Rupees
1,051. These two items are extra to the amount now applied for, and, with it, will make the
t.0st of the entire work Rupees 11,610. ‘ .

4. The Honorable the Governor in Cotincil sanctions the further grant of Rupees 4,370
how solicited on account of the bridge, on the understanding that it shall be charged to the fund
allotted, in the order of the 215t ultimo No. 2264, to the district of Malabar for expenditure
‘'on emergent works during the current official year, and which, it is observed, includes a sum of
Rupees 10,000 for the communication-of which the Neerungumpuily bridge forms a part.

(Sigued) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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