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Fort Saint George, Public IWorks, Consultation of 4th Junuary 1859. _

No. 44, Read the following letter from H. D. PHILLIPS Esq., Collector of Tanjore; to,
T. PYCROFT Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, dated Vullum 24th December }
18538, No. 666, ) o

-
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Sir, - : : . : o . A ;
‘1. As reported in my communication of the date noted marginally, I adopted through the:
local Thasildgrs and their several subordinates, the measures necessary !
for closing the extensive and - numerous breaches which had been occa-’
: sioned by the late destructive inundation of the principal rivers in this’
District, and the work was in active progress, when, as I hud been prepared to expect from the
1gst Para, of Extract Minutes of Consultation dated ?nd instant, where the Government express- .
ed their approval of the steps I had taken, Major Birdwood, the Officiating Superintendirvx'g En-
gineer S. C.-arrived in Tanjore. I lost no time in placing myself in personal communication_;
with that Officer, who, when we met at Tanjore, at once proposed “ that all Breachesand repairs
to Roads, as the most emergent work, should be executed by the Thasildars leaving all breaches
in the River and Channel embankments to be repaired by the D, P. W. Major Birdwood added .
‘¢ that the Executive Officers would be directed to prepare Estimates for repairing the breaches
““in the different Roads and forward them daily to the Thasildars for their guidance.” .

S7th  November 1853, No.
.. 954,

2. Although of opinion that the River breaches were by far the more important of the'
two classes, and feeling also that the aid of the Revenue Department, would be more advanta.
geously brought to bear upon them, rather than that they should be lef: to the slow operation of-
the contract system now adopced by the professional Department, I also felt that union was eg-'
sential for the public interests and thercfore readily accepted Major Birdwood’s proposal, The;
only object to be held in view by us was, by a division of labor, to economize time and accele.
rate the progress of works rendered necessary by an exceptional and unprecedented state of .
things, to meet which the ordinary available strength of the Professional Executive of the Dige
trict was wholly and professedly unequal. Accordingly, I directed my Thasildars to discontinue
repairs to River and Channel embankments, and to undertake those of the Roads within their
respéctive ranges. These orders were issued by me only on the 14th instant, on the 18th I wag'
favored with a letter from Major Birdwood, of which I enclose a copy, giving cover to one from .
the Officiating Chief Engineer's Office, requesting me to confine the repairs to the commuuications,
‘to the extent of making them passable only for a single cart. - I am not aware how far this course, -
amounting as it does to a virtual stoppage for the present of all repairs to the Roads, may bein
accordance with the views of Government as conveyed in Extract Minutes of Consultation of
the 2nd instant, but the Officiating Chief Engineer Major Lawford’s instructions are probably’,

- based upon Rules 39 and 42 of the Public Works Code, and the road
Paggo gss aud 587 Grant’s repairs, which at the request of the Officiating Sugerintending Engincer '
Major Birdwood, I undertook, must be at a stand-still till ordinary Es- *
timates can be framed and receive the Chief Engineer's sanction in the'regular course. By this :
time, it would seem intended, or perhaps it may be imagined, that the Professional Department
will have finished the repairs to the irrigation works which they now have in hand and be pre-
pared to enter upon those of the roads under the Estimates that may then have been sanctioned -
by the Central Office. . - o . . -

3. Acting on the Superintending Engineer's letter, T have ordered the -Thasildars to desist -
from any real, efficient, regular road repairs that they may already have findertaken.

4. Thus, the entire repair of the damage done by the floods, has reverted to the profession- -
al Department. If they feel that the strength and resources at their command are sufficient for :
and equal to the present important emergency, and are prepared to restore the now ineffective, '
Irrigation works of this province, as well as its numerous communications, so as to have the for-
mer at least in perfect order before the freshes of the ensuing season which may be expected
about the 20:h of April next, there is nothing in that respect left to be desired. The Governe
ment may rest satisfied that the Tanjore revenue is not in danger, and I can have no Jjustifiable
wish to interpose my aid. [ am however desirous that the Government should have full know-
ledge of the extent of the injury done, of the condition and prospects of the District, and of the
important interests at stake if the damage done should per chance not be repaired in time. :
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Fort Saint George, Pullic Works Consultation of 4th Janua-y 1859,

M‘\p
‘ partial wreck. As far as accounts have ye
by me, the number of breaches in river and Channel banks and tank bunds is com
5,000. If the next year's cultivation and revenue are not to be aftected, this exten
must be repaired before April, thatis, in a period of lit
about a month more, all the available labor of the
tions, which usually commence at an early date
nerally, seeing the present state of the rivers and ch

gatds the prospects of the next year than about th
they are. -

5. The District is at present & t been received

puterl at about
t of devastation
tle more than three months, But in
province will be employed in harvest opera-

in January,” Indeed, the Meerassidars ge-
annels, see

m to me to be more anxious as re-
e results of the present one discouraging as-
6. I cannot refrain also from pointing out, that in justice to the people,
other obvious considerations, no time should be lost in restoring the communic
trict some of these, under the measures taken b
approved by Government in the orders alread ic for a cart;
but I can state from my own personal observation, they can by no means be used safely or for
any length of time; wheel conveyances, when passing over narrow slips of soil loosely and tempo-
rarily thrown down, with unclosed breaches and pits on either side, are liable to accidents, and
accidents have been occurring where such work has be

cide en done ; accordingly, the trafSe of the Dis-
trict 1s much impeded from the necessity of going miles round instead of taking the old direct
lines and may be said to be almost at a stand-still ; such a necessity is particularly to be deplored

at the present time, when paddy and rice are so extremely difficult of procural, and when we find
them selling at prices of height so unprecedent.d as to press most severely on
It is worth mentioning that at this moment, it is with difficulty that 5
had for a Rupee at Vullum, 56 miles from the coast ; whereas, consequent on importations by sea
from other places, it is selling at 9 measures, both at Negapatam’and Tran quebar.
7. It would have been unnecessary to trouble the
I could have satisfied myself that the aid of the Revenue Department had been coidially
accepted as a fitting means of contending against the unusual
Extract Minutes of Consal'ation 13th  €Mergeney thatat present exists, But, bearing in mind the opinion
P‘;':;‘:egrc;::g%.ﬂm 2386, recently declared by Government that the strength of the pre-
i sent Marahmut Executive js insuflicient even
state of things, I have felt it to be my duty to bring the subject prowminently forward, lest the
public interests should eventually sufler from their inability to grapple
increased demand upon their attention and time,

to say nothing of

ations of the Dis-
¥ me Just after the occurrence of the floods and

¥ quoted, had been made just passabl

the poorer classes ;
measures of rice can be

Government with this communication, if

for an ordinery

with the erormously

8. Tam fur from questioning the desire of the
partment to act up to the necessities of the time.: Ve cannot, however, Llink the fact of the
Department bLeing a new one, of its being untried on an emergency such as that now felt, of its
having dealt with only ordinary circumstances since the first day of the Current year and that,

ars of this most important District, that I am
besct with complaints of the disregard paid to the just interests of those from whom the State

has drawn so much of its revenue, Igive these Gentlemen the utmost credit for a zeal ou
behalf of the Government we jointly ‘serve, akin to what I myself feel, butitis my strong
opinion that they are not equal to the extent of the work now cast on them and that unless the
Government resolve to step in and force the adoption of special remedial measures, the revenue
of the next and some succeeding years cannot fuil to be affected.

principal LEuropean Officers of this De-

Letter from Major WV, J. BIRDWOOD, Ofliciating Superintending Engincer Southern Circle ;

; to H. D. PIIILLIPS Esquire Collector of Tanjore, dated Tricliinopoly 1Sth Decem- |
ber 1838. :

Sir,

y

I have the honor to forward copy of a letter from the Officiating Chief Engineef to :h‘:'
address of the Officiating District Engincer of Tanjoie under date the. 14th instant, No. _6"2"
and to request you will accordingly give the necessary directions to your Thasildars to repair the
breaches in the roads to that extent only as shall render them passable for one bandy at a f'f”:;
unti} estimate for their general repairs which will be prepared by this Department have receive
the sanction of Government. : ‘
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 4th Januury 1859\.)\Mv
ort Sai ) o Ak oy 2
USSP e e
AWFORD, Officiating Chief Engineer ; to the C
dated 14th December 1858, No. 6305,

from L {ficiating Dis-
From Licutenant-Colonel E. L

' trict Engineer of Trichinopoly,

y S o b L 1\ - ]~99 I hd‘e the LO&IOI
ln a()l\"()w edging e o kttel‘ fthe Sth nstan ’ (o] 3

1 db nb Lhe rec 1pt Of ur

f y u that y0u1 intention Of r pal 1 o 1€ l‘oad d ,e ‘. b l

t(l intform vyo (] € ring tl S estl() ( Y the ate ﬂOOdb SO fd! as to
]e"der them passable haS uly appt(wa.l, alld ) 111 be l‘epOI ted to Gotelmlletlt fO! th Wlth-

icati abmitted
perfect restoration of the communications should be sub

-

Your estimates for a more
as soon as possible.

; : 1859.
ORDER THEREON, No, 22 ; dated 4th January 18

: ssible after the
illips i the Government, that as soon as po '
ve letter Mr, Phillips informs : ossible after the
In theﬂ al:io 'of November, he adopted measures through his Revenue S.u;kl)cz:dmate For ianx
i * - - - . m -
dlsabtrousl ‘_’° sthe numerous breaches in the irrigating channels, a step Mni: zvemme i B
. ' v sa
o andh(’l:'osnt]g Consultation 2nd December 1858 fully approved of. In the
tracts inutes 2

ave the Collector authority to act on this emergency independent of
oav

. 1 . s . ir to
Minates C‘;’;‘f“tatgn glixi:nt in those cases where it was in his power to carry on any repairt
the Public Works Dep ’

completion. , o . ine Eneineer of the Circle having proceede'd to Tanjo?e, Mr.

9, The Officiating S“P,ermt.endlngk T n himself to repair the roads leaving the [rrigation
Phillips in communit.:ati:rn ‘ilﬂ;)]:l:;t::snt.upoThis arrangement was a(¥0pted at Major Birdwood’s
Qamages to the Public Wor Snt (I;)oncur with Mr. Phillips that the aid of the Re\'e.nuelll?ilpa;t-
suggestion, but the Gowl/)el;r:ﬂ:eem loyed in the repair of the rivc'er breaches, a work in wdxc the
ment mi.g:lht ha:‘e'_[‘:i;::re ehaje ) Pirsoniﬂ interest, and one to which they were accustomed.
Meerassidars o

3. Mr. Phillips however in h
: h he has undertaken,
ly making the roads pa
perly so called.

No. 43.

. sent communication, points out that as regards the R.ouds
is pr(;: has been requested by the Officiating Chief Engineer
e

the repair of whic ssable for a single cait, which he considers

to confine his operations to mere
a virtual stoppage of all repairs pro
illips i hably co

4. Mr. Phillips 1s pro / ¢

on Rules 39 and 42 of the Public Works

i osina that Colonel Lawford's directions are based
e S“ﬁP h'zh require Estimates” to be made by the
Code v;)ils,tri‘:t Engineer, and san?tioned by the Chief

Engineer ; and whicl(l1 provlge. t}.xat eme;‘g;:terz-
vent accident and injury. -
esuch as may be abs?1utelbsr.’jnsecj:;:.‘geizg,reand do still consider the case of .the
dor of e Deci;“;:: and they are not prepared to adopt the somewhat dila-
3 .
hich the refruI:: :E{)es of the Public Works QOde w?uld pxl'ov:lde‘. -\’g}g::v 3:;..
tory process M | l:ble services of his Revenue Subordinates, it was the esire o
Phillips tenderel the 1 o0 dertake to repair should be so repaired independent of the interference,
mont that what bo Wo'm%\;mkerDe artment. It was and is a matter of vital importance to restore
o forma of t'he ?ublilc :11; tshis ili)ne Province, before the harvest time when the labours of the
full com'mumcaflﬂn X l:t:)ut’vaila‘ble and the Government are fully aware that the present reduced
Meeff‘z‘s‘i“i)‘:{)llli: 0VtV(')il‘:as Depa\:;,ment is not able to cope unassisted with such emergent cases
state ol the ; ! .
i in Tanjore.
R (};as 9:::1:::1 t;zifo:e direct, that whatever repair to the roads Mr. Phillips will

5.' kTi:le ha(:": erformed, shall be carried on at his own di.scretmn, and a car'eful ::;:c;).un;

ltnd: l;)t; n:on(:ay expelzlded, that the Bills may be subsequently audited and the expenditure debite
ep ey expe .
to the Fuslic Wor's De'?lelult::::rtnmunicated to the Chief Engineer, who will direct the Officiat-
6. These Orderls:]“l' eer, or the District . Engineer to consult Mr. Phillips a.s.to the.exact
d line of roadnvaxr;ch ’can and will be fully repaired by the lRevem;{e a];thontt::es;ththout
eXteI:lgrir::tions restrictions, or interference on the part of the Public Works Depar .
any »

) (Signed) W. H. BAYLEY,
‘ Acting Secretary to Government.

Tages 086, 587, Cirzular Order Baok.
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