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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 25th January 1859.
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No.59.  Read the following letter from F. LUS HINGTON Esq., Civil Auditor; to W. H.
BAYLEY, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 15th December 1858, No.
. 416. -
Sir,

In acknowledging the receipt of an Extract from the Minutes .of Consultation under da‘te
the 4th Instant, No. 2614, Public Works Department, Public, referring fo‘r my report, the claim
of Mr. Ricketts, for the higher rate of deputation allowance claimc.ed by him fro.m the ?lst J }11y
1857, to 26th March 1858, I have the honor to state that at the time of Mr. Ricketts appoint-
ment to Act for Captain J. G. Palmer, the rule which then obtained in th'e Department, in res-
pect to deputation allowances, was to pass the moiety of the salary ; forfeited by t%le absentees,
to the Officiating Officer, in addition to the moiety of his own permanent Office, without; refe-

#.nce to the circumstance of the Acting Officer being a Civilian ar Military man.

This rule was invariably acted upon up to March 1858, when in SI}bmitting the ?ircum-
stances of Mr. Dopping’s case, for the consideration of Government, I'pomted out that.m some
instances it would operate with undue severity, and I recommended inlieu thereof that, infuture
the deputation allowance, should be calculated not on the amount drawn by'the absenf;ee; but
on the amount assigned to the Office which the Acting Officer would draw if substantively ap-
pointed. The Government concurring in my view, in Dxtract Minutes of Consultation 26th
March 1858, directed this course to be observed in all similar cases in fulure, arfd from that d?te
the higher rate of deputation allowance, has accordingly be?n passed to Mr. Ricketts, who like
Mr. Dopping, is an Uncovenanted Civilian Acting for a Military Officer.

Mr. Ricketts’ present claim is for deputation allowance at the higher rate, from the date‘ of
his Appointment viz. 21st July 1857 ; but as there is nothing in the order of GoYernment which
would induce the belief that it wes intended to have retrospective effect his claim does not ap-
pear to me admissible.

No. 60.

Para. 1. In thisletter the Civil Auditor reports on an epplication preferred by Mr. Ric-
ketts, Acting Executive Engineer, to an increased rate of Officiating allowance for the earlier
part of his tenure of that position.

ORDER THEREON, No. 202; dated 21st January 1859.

2. Mr. Ricketts is an Assistant Engineer, Acting foran Executive Engineer ; he is himself

a Civilian, while the Officer for whom he acts, Captain J. G. Palmer, is a Military man. The
Civil Auditor states that prior to the order of Government of March 2Gth 1858, No. 549, he
passed to Mr. Ricketts a moiety of the salary of his own appointment, with a molety also of the
Military Staff pay of theappointment on which he acted ; but that since that date he hasapplied
to this case the order specified, and has passed to Mr. Ricketts a moiety of the Civil pay of the
appointme:xt in which he was acting. The result is shewn below,

Drawn at first by Mr. Ricketis.

Half his own salary as Assistant Engineer ..........ccccceeinans cesnsensnsnrannieanes  123-0-0
Half of Captain Palmer’s Military Staff pay as Executive Engineer 4th Class ...... {50-0-0
Total...... 275-0-0

Now drawn by Mr. Ricketts.

esecan

Half his own salary woceseeeereeiensniinieniine i
Half the Civil pay of a 4th Class Executive Engineer ...

cieereirseniieriasineneee e 125-0-0
vreeneeennn 250-0-0

Total...... 875-0-0

Mr. Ricketts now seeks to obtain the arrears of the difference between the two rates, from
the date of his assuming charge of his Acting appointment, to the 25th March 1858. The Civil
Auditor reports against the claim, on the ground that there is nothing to shew that the order of
Government was intended to have retrospective effect.
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