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Fort Saint’ George, Public Works Consultation of 25th January 1859,

[ e e et e e e e

No. 48. Read t.e folldwing letter from Major R. STRACHEY, Officiating”Secretary to
the Jove.nment of Indid ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Clicf Secretary to the Government
of Madras, dated Foit William; the 3rd December 1858, No. 601,

—~ R

SIR,

[ amx directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2186 of the 18th October -

relative to the proposed construction of a road from the Malabar Coast to the Neilgherries, and
inreply I am to inform you that, at this time, the Government of India cannot sanction any ex-

penditure on the project in quesfion. ,

9. The ITonorable President in Council observes that in the present state of things, when
works of real and pressing public importance in rich provinces are at a stand for want of funds,
it would be very blameable to spend money on a new road to a ITill Sanatarium which already

possesses several.

3. The Plan is returned as requested.

—

No. 49. Ordered in consequence that the following letter be despatched.

From J. D. BOURDILLON, Isq, Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George;
to Major R. STRACHEY, Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, dated

20th January 1839, No. 196.

Sir

I am directed by the Right Ionorable the Governor in Council to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter dated 3rd December 1838, No. 6027, communicating the refusal of the Govern-
ment of India to sanction the expenditure proposed in Mr. Pycroft’s letter dated 18th October
1858, No. 2186, for the trace of a road from Mambat on the Beypoor river in Malabar to the
ntier, with a branch to Ootacamund. This refusal is grounded on the supposition
that the road in question is intended only as an approach to the Sanitarium on the Neilgherry
Hills; and the Government of India remark that while works of pressing importance in rich
Provinces are at 2 stand still for want of funds, it would be very blameable to spend money on
a road for such a purposeé. This Government fully agree with the Government of India thata
road from the West Coast to the IIills as a Sanitarium, must be looked upon, at the present
juncture as unimportant. But the recommendation was based on totally different grounds; and
[ am desired to offer the following explanation of the real object and effect of the proposed road,
in the hope that the Government of India may be induced to reconsider their decision.

Mysore fro

a. Theroad in question was projected and intended solely as a line of communication
ugh a rich and rapidly improving country, that of Wynaud in Malabar, and of the
upper slopes of the Neilgherry rangé, and as opening access to a Sea Port, for the produce of
that Tract of Country, as well as of the Southern part of Mysore. The peculiarity of the Wy-
naud is that after having been up to a few years ago regarded as extremely feverish and un-
healthy to Europeans, it attracted the attention of English settiers on account of its great suita-
bility to the growth of Coffee, and that a }arge number, above thirty it is believed, of English
planters have now established themselves in it and have formed extensive Coffee Plantations,
ly to the top of the Neilgherries. .It has been found that every clearance of
1 the climate, and it is likely that the tract will be increasingly resorted to
by settlers. Extreme “difficulty however is felt by the planters in transporting their preduce ;
and as a proof of the estimation in which the project is held by those thus interested init, I
am to solicit attention to the fact of an offer of Rupees 5,000 by the owner of a Plantation very
e summit of the range in aid of the undertaking. In addition to the value of the road
ss through some of the finest Teak forest in Malabar; and in extending
it will lay open to a Sca Port a fine Tract of Country now completely cut

ing Mountain and Jungle

passing thro

extending near
Jungle has improve

near th
in this view, it will pa
to the Mysore Frontier,
off from the coast by interven
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 25¢th January 1859.
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3. The length of road to be made is altogether one hundred miles,

o : . . the country traversed
is in patt “ extremely difficult, being a series of defiles with high ridges between, runnine and

. . - . - - - o
twisting in all directions while many of the Valleys are swamps flooded during the wet season.”
The complete formation of the road is roughly estimated to co

ey oo . st 4} lacs of Rupces, and except
for the existing Financial restrictions this Government would not besitate to recommend the

grant of this large sum ; but at present they only propose to make a track practicable for load-
ed Bullocks. For this purpose it is proposed to improve at an expense of Rupees 7,500 those
parts of the line where a road or track already exists, and to open to a width of ci’nht feet a
trace in those parts where there is now no road, on a line which has been carefully scl:cted end
marked out by a skilful Enginecr. This is estimated to cost 15,000 Rupees making a total of
Rupees 22,500. Thus by thé outlay of this trifling sum a practicable thouch rude:nd primi-
tive communication will be established over a distance of 100 miles: and mconsidcrin" the dise
tance, the nature of the country, and the importance of the tract l;avcrs‘cd the Go::-crnmcnt
are decidedly of opinion that it would be dificult to :

. : . _ propose an expenditure which would
ten n‘)ore., 1n proportion to its amount to preduce a valuable return.  Under the forecoine exe
planation it is hoped that the Government of India will no longer withhold sanctiono fo: the
small outlay proposed ; and the working scason in

Malabar beine extremely short, directed
to request that the decision of the Government of India may beocommunicc:-l:dwby' T:;:’g:;; :
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