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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Jrom 11th to 17th June 1859.
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Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. BELL, Chief Engineer ; to
J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 3rd May 1859, No. 51.

No. 56.

With reference to Extract Minutes Consultation No. 2214, dated 21Ist October 1858, call-
ing for a special report on the new Dragoon DBarracks, &c., at Bangalore, as also a Plan of the
Cantonment as required by the Government of India, I have the honor to forward the ac-
companying copy of a letter No. 350, dated 25th March 1859, from the Executive Engineer

at that station together with three Plans.

No. 1. General Plan of the Cantonment.
No. 2. Skeleton Plan exhibiting the different roads, tanks and Government buildings, and
proposed new fortified post with cross sections I, 2, 3 and 4.

No. 3. Plan of proposed fortified post, enclosing the new Barracks.

9 The new Barracks were contemplated in 1832, and their erection was sanctioned in
Lxtract Minutes Consultation (D, P. W. Military) No. 2161, dated 18th November 1856 but
in Extract Minutes Consultation (Military Department) No. 64, dated 6th January 1857, revised
Plans were called for, and in Extract Minutes Consultation (Military Department) No. 3555,
dated 12th October 1857, were sanctioned for immediate execution, and the Barracks were com-
menced, the Executive Engineer states, on the 1st November 1857,

3. Their progress was stopped in January 1839, up to which time Rupees 56,020-4-5 had
been expended on the work ; Rupees 2,000 were then also due to Contractors for doors, win=
dows, &e., the frames of which had been fixed ; and Stores (principally timber) to the amount
of Rupees 15,000 were ready in hand preparatory to the present working season.

4, The fortified post was an after consideration, and proposed by His Excellency the
Commander-in-Chief with the view to affording a place of refuge in the Cantonment in case of
a disturbance, suflicient for a small garrison of about 500 men together with Magazine, Sheds
for Ordnance and Commissariat Stores ; and 68 Pounders and 8 and 10 inch Howitzers were to
be placed in position, commanding the whole Cantonment ; the site selected, viz., that of the
new Dragoon Rarracks is high and with the exception of a spot (at a distance of one mile in a
dircct line) called the Arab lines at the southern extremity of the Cantonment on the high road
from Bangalore to Salem, on a higher level by 15 feet is not commanded by any ground in its
immediate neighbourhood ; the whole is to be enclosed by an earthen parapet 10 feet in height,
and ditch 10 feet deep, with stone Towers at the several angles and commanding points.

5. The construction of tanks has been sanctioned (Extract Minutes Consultation D. P. W.
No. 530 21th March 1858) for the purpose of catching and retaining water on the terraced roofs
of buildings, but these of course will aftord a very insuflicient supply, and water has been sought
for and found in several places. A Committee on the supply of water generally, however, has
been called for by the Commissioner of Mysore. Their report is not yet published.

G. The total amount sanctioned for the construction of the Barracks is Rupees 5,92,2550,
in addition to which will be required the cost for the erection of two Magazines and Sheds for
Stores. .

7. The preparation of the Estimate for the fortified post ‘and Magazines is delayed pend-
ing the approval of the Supreme Government of the site and proposed alterations in the Can-
tonment.

8. The most important alterations contemplated in the Cantonment and connected with
the new Barracks are

First.-~On their completion, the removal of the Infantry into the present Cavalry Barracks.

Sccondly.—Converting the present Infantry Barracks into an Arsenal, fortifying the same with
small redoubts, raising a banquette within the walls, opening out loop holes where
necessary and connecting them with the present Cavalry Barracks by an under-ground
passage.
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