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/ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

from 1st to 10th June 1859,
\%
No. 177. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J, H. BELL, Chief En-

gineer; to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 26th May

1859, No. 885,
Adverting to Proceedings of Government No. 1065, under date the 5th May 1859, I do -

myself the honor to submit for their information, letters as per

1 Letter from the District Engineer . . 2 . 3
B:ils:-; Nrufns, dwedhmlh Llayglsgg, margin, from .the District Engineer of Bellary reporting that,

1 tlzo N’n- 8. dated 7th May 1859, agreeably to instructions from Government, he had dismissed
w1 enciosure. .

1 Do.No. 21, duted 11th May1859. Sub-Overseers Yagambarum Moodelly and Kistnapah Moodelly

from the service.

2. It will be observed from the papers now forwarded that, although in the opinion of
the Magistrate of Bellary the facts of the case fully warrant the conclusion that much culpable
remissness and irregularity had been practised, and that the parties are totally unworthy of
future confidence, yet in a legal point of view the evidence is not sufficiently clear to convict
Yagambarum of any criminal offence, since tne expenditure, for which the vouchers are sup-
posed to have been made away with by him, is duly entered in his accounts current and tallies

with his progress reports.

3. The District Engineer seems to have instituted proceedinys against Yagambarum
rather hastily, and having abandoned them under the advice of the Magistrate, I trust the Go-
vernment will approve of his having done so.

No. 178. ORDER THEREON, 10th June 1859, No. 1416.

The Chief Engineer reports the result of the deliberations of the District Engineer of Bel-
lary respecting the prosecution of Sub-Overseers Yagambarum and Kistnapah,

2. It appears that further proceedings against these two persons would be useless.

3. There is one matter, however, yet unexplained in comnection with this case. Mpr.
Ross was acquitted of the main charge against him because on examining his cash-chest in
Court certain vouchers were found which the District Engineer maintains not to have been
there when the chest was previously examined by himself. The Judge, too, though admitting

these papers as good evidence, expressed the opinion that they were
® Sentence para. 8, ¢ very suspicious.”* The chest appears from the papers to have been
in possession first of Captain Syme and afterwards of Mr. Powell from
the time when it was first examined to its production in Court, but the Judge says ‘¢ freely
accessible to many.”f The Governor in Council desires that the Dis-
1 Ibid. : trict Engineer shall be called on toexplain in detail in whose charge 1
the chest was from the first detection of the deficit up to its final pro- |
duetion in Court; and the parties in whose charge it so was will be required to explain what
means they took to keep its contents from being tampered with, and who had access to it.

4. The Governor in Council must observe lastly that the whole of these proceedings go
to indicate the need of greater care as to the accounts of the subordinates on the part of the
District Engineer and Executive Engineer in Bellary, and particularly in the range under
Captain Syme.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

-Secretary to Government,
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