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No. 140. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. BELL, Chief Engineer;
to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 20th May 1859, No.
722.

I have the honor, with reference to the order of Government as per margin, to submit the
April 29th 1859, No. 997, accompanying letter* from Lieutenant-Colonel Lawford, Super-
: i\::y ll:hdl?as;.( fom Suoer intending Engineer, Central Circle, with a ¢ Memo. appealing

tter an emo. from Jduperine- H [ . .
tending Engincer, Ceutral Circle, and  A8a10st the censure recorded by the Commissioners for investigat-
1 Memo. from do. Northern Circle. jng Public Establishments against him for neglect of duty.”

2. The Commissioners observe in para. 11 of their Proceedings of the Gth of April
that * from the letters of Messrs, Hart and Johnson it is clear that the bill branch of the
audit office was divided into three sections corresponding with the circles of the Superin-
tending Engineers for the express convenience of those Officers, and that it was the duty of
the auditor of each circle, designated by these gentlemen ¢ the responsible Auditor for each
circle,’ to receive any orders which the Superintending Engineer might give respecting the
Dbills of his circle, and dispose of all bill work which might especially appertain to it.” All
this may be clear; but it is not so clear that the Superintending Engineers were, when
this arrangement, admitted to be a novelty, was made, invested with the new duties alleged
to result from it. There is nothing on record in the office to shew that they were so; and to
shew that they were not there is the fact that at the time in question May 1857, and for three
moaths later the Superintending Engineers had so little direct control over their circles that the
Government on the 10th of August 1857, issued an order attaching to
those Officers new privileges and responsibilities for the purpuse of in-
vesting them with such control. From that time the bills, like all the other documents of the
circle, passed through the hands of the Superintending Engineer ; but there was no connexion
established or understood between the arrangement made by Governmeut and the previous one
of May; and the Superintending Engineers remained unconscious of their alleged responsibility
for Supzrintending the audit business of their circles. For this we have the positive assurance
of Lieutenant-Colonel Lawford and Captain Orr, Officers whom for
very many years I have known to be utterly incapable of neglecting
their duty. Men must know their duty before they can neglect it, and I do not perceive that
there is any proof that the Superintending Engineers knew it in this case, or could know it.

No. 1556

Memo. dated May 17th 1859,

3. I do not wish to go further into the topics of Lieutenant-Colonel Lawford’s appeal,
and will only observe on para. 7 that he seems to misapprehend the intention of Government,
when he supposes that it is expected of a Superintending Engineer absent from the office on
duty to superintend the audit of his circle. Under such circumstances the business, like the
rest of that of the circle, necessarily devolves on another Superintending Engineer.

No. 141. ORDER THEREON, 8th June 1859, No. 1397.

Tne Governor in Council accepts the assurance of the Chief Engineer that the Superin-
tending Engincers were not placed by the late Chief Engineerin charge of the audit of their
circles respectively, and therefore are not chargeable with neglect for not exercising due con-
trol over the audit.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government.
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