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.Read the following Papers.

No. 6l. From Lieutenant-Colone! J. H. BELL, Chicf Engineer; to J. D. BOURDIL-
LON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 28th April 1839, No. 9881.

With reference to Extract Minutes of Consultation of the 14th Instant No. 886, I have
the honor to acquaint you that the preparation ot the statement called for by the Accountant
General was commenced soon after the receipt of his requisition for it, and will probably oc-
cupy two months. more to complete. The reason of this is, that all Bills passed in the Ceniral
Office from the period of its organization have been entered in one General Register, in the order
of dates on which they were passed and without rcference to the years expenditure to which
they relate.

2. In consequence of the delay in the receipt of statements of unpassed expenditure up
to 30th April 1836, the Registers of them directed in Extract
Minutes of Consultation of 14th June 1856, to be kept, could

»

Collcetor of Nellore, 9th July 1857,
5 South Arcot, 17th do

» Coiubatore, 27th do, eted. h i . .
: ! Traneeclly 350 September 1857, MO be completed. The stitements rec'ewe(.l s0 I.ate )yxd to be
s s Canara, 13th October w  sent to the Accountant General for verification with his Books,
: w Virag \ do, . . . e
o . G:;::{Z:rrlfgh November , andinthe margin are given the dates of the n?txﬁf'atlon by
» Cuddageh, I5th December .. the Accountant General of the result of this examination.
s Tanjo'e, 15th January 1858, . - . s .
+ Bellary,27th March " 3. Bills received in the Central Office, prior to the receipt
" 92,‘;’5‘;‘;‘;;" 12th April »  of .the statements in question, were not Lowever detained, but
»d i A
. !;ltmml. 26th July »  were disposed of at once under the genceral rules of the Depart-
Trich ly. 4th August . e . . . .
" Mulahat, 24th u°,, »  .ment, and intimation of every Bill so passed which appertained
n Madura, 27th " »  to expenditure prior to S0th April 1856, was given to the Civij

P 27th . . . :
o Masalipatam {5504 aroreh 1830, Auditor and Military Auditor General respectively, who had
n North Areot, 2%k April 1838, thus been furnished with information of the sums adjusted from

time to time by passed Bills out of the unadjusted balances written off on the 30th April 1836.

4. Separate Registers® have been kept for every District of each Bill passed in the Cen-

tral Office, appertaining to the expenditure in 1836-57,1857-58,

)"";l”"ﬁ::';}"‘;xmit ;:;":tf;;;?"' and 1838-59, and intimation has been given to the Accountant

General from time to time of every Bill so passed. The Ac-

countant General has called on the Central Office for an examination of these Registers, and

forwarded those kept in his own Office, which not being in the form given by Government, en-

tails the labor of collecting all the notifications made of Bills passed, and comparing them with

the Registers as respects every entry of Bills disposed of.

5. I beg to state that three of the Auditors of the Office, are specially set apart for the

’ examination of the Registers above referred to, for the completion of the statements required

by the Accountant General, and that every exertion will be made to do this as speedily as pos-
sible. -

k)

ety

No. 62. From G. L. PRENDERGAST, Esq., Accountant General; toJ. D. BOUR-
DILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 28th May 1839, No. 42,

A

W
i

In a letter to your address dated the 28th Ultimo, (copy of which was furnished to me) the
Chief Engineer states by way of complaint that the Registers keptin

%::;:3:" this office, of Bills passed by him appertaining <o the expendi:ure on
Public Works in the years 1856-57, 1857-53 and 1858-39, are not in the

form given by Government in the Rules sanctioned in Extract Minutes of Consultation dated
the 14:h June 1856 No. 964, and that it entails the labour of collecting all notifications made
by him of Bills passed, &c. In reference to thisobservation of the Cliief Engincer, I deem it my
duty to endeavour to remove the implication by submitting the following explanaution for the in-
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formation of Government.
2. Inthe 11th para, of the Rules above referred to, the Government provided a form B ofa

e

Register to be kept in the Chief Engineer’s office, for recording the transaction of each Ex
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ecutive O{ficer having accounts with

him, and directed that a Register similar ¢ i,
this office, to see that the wlp!

be hept in
¢ expenditure shewy, i, the Chjef Engineers Journals is Properly
~accounted for,
3. As ‘the form given by Government did not jn o Tespects suit the Tequirements to ¢),ig
office, ay explained belyw
¥ Copies of 1he forms kept in this of-

» and as the order of Governmcnt was
s B bt cuich o ot that [ shoylq adopt th

keepa Register simifyr
gister into two parts® fop
eSpects the-forp jg similar

convenience sake, omitting and add; In all orhep r
Yo the oue given by Government,

6. The Primary object of keeping these Registers in this o
the amount of advances made by Culiector's, &e,
in the Journals of the Chief Engineer

the Journals of that Officer, is Properly supporteq by passed Bills,
attained, by the form of Register keptin thig office,
could not have been attained had the form given fo, the Chief Ey

ginecr been adopted wholly
and entirely without the requisite modifications ahoye alluded to,

The original
bably serve ali the Purposes of the Chjef Engineer, byt Rot these of thi, office,
Teady stated, | .

ficeis to enable it to
s for Publije Works are

3 secondly, that the amount of gy

watch that
Properly accoupteq for
Penditure ag exhibited ip

whereas the same

form may pro.
for reasons al.

7. T do not myseif see how it ig that such difficu]
of these Registers with those keptin the Central office

distinct for eqep offizial year, as stated by the Chjof
amounts and names of

Regiot

ty should have arisen in ¢he €Xamination

orks, if the latter be kept

because as the Nos.,
Dlsmcts, as shewn ip the Chief | i

dates,
I3 kept in hig office; ¢

Te given in the

o

ters kept in this offce for 1836.
have entailed difficulty on him
unpassed expenditure up te

8. It seems strange that the fact of certain modificationg

37 and 1857.58
in furnishing

30tk dprif 1356,

\
No. 63. Orper THERED

- Inan order of the 181 April 185,
the adjustment of the aceo as to enable the
Chief Engiye It was expected that 414
-57; but at the Present t
g delay appears to be the negl

ime large

ect by all
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i t send up
'he Collectors did no
d, of the course prescribed by Government. h??En“ineer rs did not send up
e f’ nditure to the Chief Engineer and the Chie Iy
e
he Statements of exp
:o enforce the performance of that duty,

. . ss had been made

e that very little progres . . litor 3

58 the Government became awar: 4 1 and Civil Auditor;

2. ln. Julydlédsott: were called for from the Military Audltortq;’;e;: the progress of the

in the AUdlt, an €p . d to submit a report quarter i its being

s also directe bmitted. Oni g

the Accounmnt.l(}.i"el:':‘lﬂ(‘; 1e completed. This Report hasdnei]vir }1: EC::: ut:able to submit it for

adjustment undil it s March, Mr. Prendergast stated tha . . ow explains that

. d for on the 2ist » . %s office : and the Clief Engmeern .
again calle ion from the Chief Engineer’s office; : letion will require two
want of information fro ths in preparation, and that its comp Tis have been
been several months in p . ; in which the passed bills .

the Statement .has f the un-businesslike way in w e he years to which

months more, in co'nsequel::et ?n his office, viz. without any dlsﬂnct.;jn o({:l:ieef}Engineer will
entered in thfl Re'%llflt;rzreaf labour is entailed on the office now. e

rthey belonged. ]

soon as
te the Statement as

k from the Accountants concerned, so as to comple

! extra work {r

Iexac.t

{ possible.

te Registers
i t from 18356-57, separa
: Bell mentions tha General has
his letter Colonel : he Accountant
. Inpam. dof b District for the  bills of each year ; that the Accountant General bs
have been kept for every these Registers with those kept in his own offe d’ vorifontion aooTes
required him to e;‘ammeprescribe (f by Government, the compariso

. o
not being in the For
enormous labour,

: tant
. him to the Accoun
) ing been furnished by 0 fon on
. h er's letter havula in explanation
%. A copy of the C([;lef ET%\IP: Prendergast has addressed G?iv‘:m?:::émmegt t0 keep a
eueral ALr. dered by
. that he was or ) justified theree
is point. He states , ht himself jus
imilar™ tb;}: of the Chief Engineer, and that h.‘: ‘h°:fobse,.ve that in such mat-
ogiter * similar 1 to' the form. The Governor in Counci 1':‘imntl of the order, it is strange
. ne . . f
fore in som'er.lat a‘ o ;involves identity of form. Bu.t mdepelf ) {nust result, if he inserted
tors similarity implics an the Accountant General that mconvemenhc.ef Engineer, and afierwards
that it did not OCCI;]I to es:ribe d form, without concert with the 'Ct le &ith reference to para.
1 1 r H - -
new pamcularso 1% t etI; verify all those particulars from his .Il{e{‘;)ls ::es that the Chief Engineer
called on that Officer ; the Governor in Council obse subsequent to
General’s letter .. his Register for the year
8 of the Accountant xamination of his Reg
led on for an e . . the purpose,
s o hl;’l'](z;s t}l:e:: :; 1t}t:e Accountant General being sent to him for P
April 30th 1856, tho

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government.

Letter May 28th 1859,
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