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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public 11
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partment,

Read the following Papers.
’

. !
No. 32. From Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq.,
Secretary to Government, dated 12th April 1859, No. 9190,

VWith reference to the orders of Government conveyed in Extract Minutes Consultation un-
der date 8th December 1858 No. 2663, I have the honor to formard copy of a letter under date

23rd March 1859 No. 76, from the District Engineer of Malabar, reporting on the state of the
- Perambaudy Ghaut on Trunk Road No. 4.

2, Rupees 8,000 for metalling the Ghaut were sanctioned by Government on the 12th No-

. No. 2111, vember 1856,% a further sum of Rupees 4,700 on the 29th August 1857,

¢ No. 1656, and Rupees 30,000 on the 16th November 1838,1 this latter sum being

$ No. 2408. about the moiety of an Estimate prepared by Lieutenant-Colonel Law-

. ford, and entered in the Budget for 1858-59, the balance Rupees 31,000 to be expended on the

- sanction of the Budget 1859-60. The expenditure on the three amounts up to the 28th Febru-
ary 1859 has been Rupces 13,251-8-2,

3. Trom the want of gravel or any good road material on the Ghaut, the road-way up to

+ the season of 1856-57 was much cut up by the heavy traffic, and during the monsoon months
was converted into a mass of mud rendering it impassable for wheeled traffic ; an almost similar

- state of things prevailedin 1857-58; a further sum is being expended this year, and the District
) Engineer has every hope of the Ghaut being rendered passable for wheeled conveyances during

the ensuing monsoon.

g 4. The traflic on the line is very heavy, averaging nearly 1,000 baudies a day, it cannot

LU ‘ | T e N I Bt "~ therefore be expected that any permanent hard surface can be obtained in such a damp situation,

Eay et ' ; . - L - * until a thoroughly good coating of metal has been laid on, requiring perhaps heavy repairs for the

next two or three years after each monsoon, independent of the annual allowance which provides
only for trifling repairs.

¥

5. Great difficulty is experienced in procuring labor at times, the coolies making great
. objections to working on the Ghaut, on account of the dense jungle and prevalence of fever, con-
- sequently the work kas not progressed so quickly as ‘might have been expected.
i ‘F

6. Between the foot of the Ghaut (r;e;n' the 88th mile stone from Cannanore) and the Wat-
. tacoolay Bungalow, near the 44th mile stone, on the top of the Ghaut, considerable work has been
already done, metalling is also ready for 3} miles, and the District Engineer anticipates the com-
pletion of a coating to the whole Ghaut before the setting in of the monsoon.

- . .
s -

1
}

No. 33. Minute b-y the Honorable thé President, dated 13th May 1859.

In general, I think it unadvisable to levy tolls on roads in this Country, but thisseems a

fair case for making an exception, and I suggest that a toll of 2 Annas on each Cart and 6 pie on

* each Bullock should be levied and accounted for by the Department of Works—the whole sum

collected being appropriated to the improvement of the road.

* Modelled upon thatin the Act 8 A Tahle of tolls* should be submitted by the Chief Engineer

- of 1831 for approval together with the other arrangements proposed by
him to give effect to this decision.

; . (Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN,

No. 31. ORDER THEREON, Ist June 1859, No. 1341,

DS

Para. 1. In the letter above recorded the Chief Engineer reports on the condition of the
Perambady Ghaut in the District of Malabar, in compliance with the requisition of Government
- dated 8th December 1858, on behalf of the late Court of Directors.
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Cannanore into Mysore; the length of the
and the whole road to the Mysore frontier is sixty-eight miles. Besides

2. This Ghaut is on the line of road from
Ghaut is six miles,

the heavy general traffic which it carries, it is extremely

munication. The pass was opened and the Road made between the years 1848 and 1833, and

both appear to have been left by Captain Francis, {who superintended the work,) in an eflicient

and complete state, except that they were not metalled. The sum allowed for the annual ,
maintenance of this line was originally Rupees 50 per mile, and although this was subsequently

increased to Rupees 100 per mile or Rupees 6,800 for the eutire length, the increased amount

would not appear, from the heavy traffic now passing on it, to be at a] adequate to the object.

The correspondence that has taken place during the last few years respecting this piece

of road and especially JTespecting the pass, shews that it has been neglected by the.local

Engineer Officers; that the persons immediately charged with the expenditure of the funds

allowed for its repair have been ineflicient ; and that the work has been badly done.

important as a Military line of com-

3. In the Budget of 1858-50 an Estimate was inserted for metalling this Road at a cost of
Rupees 61,000 to be expended in two years, but the report of the District Engineer now be-
fore Government does not indicate that the management of the expenditure is much improved,
and the mode of performing the woik as desaiibed in para. 9 appears.very primitive. It s evi-
dent also that there are diffculties in the work, arising both from the fact that the Ghaut and a
large part of the road are in the Coorg

Country while the work is under.the superintendence of
the District Bugineer in Malabar, and also from the unhealthiness of the Ghaut, -

4. The Government are

quite satisfied that a change is urgently and
for. A large outlay,

probably wuch larger than that provided for in the sanct
tioned above, will be required for metalling the whole length
to have better and more cnergetic superintendence,
try requires at least one eflicient and trustworthy Bur
to, and with an adequate Staff of efficient Natives.
part of the line, arrangements ought to be made to e
sleeping in that part during the unhealthy season
can be done, he might be allowed a holiday,
other times,

imul)\ed'latcly called
ioned Estimate men-
3.and the Road requires and ought
A Road of 68 miles through such 3 Coun-
opean Overseer with nothing elseto attend
Considering the unhealthy character of a
nable the Overseer to do his work without
3 and during the rains, when little or no work
to compensate for his hard: and trying work at

5. With regard to the funds necessary for keeping up the Road, the Government see no
reason why it should not be made self supporting. The traffic is very heavy, stated at a thou.
sand carts a day besides pack bullocks. A toll might be levied under Act VIIL of 1851 ; and
it would be difficult to find a better situation for levying a toll., . It might be levied either at
the Irritty bridge at the foot of the Ghaut, or at some point - near the top. ‘
bably would be the best, unless the place is feverish. A traffic of 1,000 ¢
probably require not less than 400 Rupees a mile yearly for the whole dist

road in good repair,  This would amount for G8 miles to 27,200; a toll of
a thousand carts for 300 days would give 37
charges including su perintendence,
what exaggerated.

The former pro-
arts a day would
ance, to keep the
2 ‘annas a cart en
»500 Rupees in a year ; enough probably to pay all
suppesing that the number of carts stated is some-

bullocks on which it will be expedient to charge
f carts. ' ‘ . o

and even
. There are also the pack
a light toll, to avoid discouraging the use o

6. - Under ordipary circumstances the Goy
roads in this Country, but the Present seems.
Governor in Council resolves to imposs a toll y

ordinary cart, and six Pice on each pack bullog

ernment deem it unadvisable to levy tolls on
a fair case for making an exception, and the
nder the -Act above quoted of 2 annas on each
! k. The Chief Engincer will submit in concert {i
with the Board of Revenue details of the arrangements for carrying this resolution into effect ;
together with a scale of tolls for the various kinds of vehicles other than the common cart. |

It is to be understood that the toll will not be imposed tiil the Ghaut shall have been :put -in Ef
thoroughly good repair.. ’ -

7. Colonel Bell will make immediate arran
efficiently, or stop it entirely until he can mak

gements for carrying on the repair of the Ghaut
e such arrangements, . He will further report

L

——

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Dcpartment,

} from 1st to 10th June 15859,

| a ] i d in really good order; and if not,
hether the sanctioned Estimate is sufficient to put the roa in really gh pi and i oty

ol ill state how much will be necessary for that purpose, sending up at the sameth noa savetu-

o mils d Estimate. He will also submit an Estimate of the annual alIoYvance a rill be ne-

J PreP";":r m;intaininﬂ the line in good condition, and state what superintendence he

cessary : g

assign to the road,

—

————

.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Governmend.
¢
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