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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Jrom 1st to 10th June 1859,

s r—— s e i,

No. 1. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. BELL, Chief Engineer; to
J. D. BOURDILLON, Eegq., Secretary to Government, dated 6th May 1859, No. 162.

With reference to Extract Minutes Consultation No. 512, under date 11th March 1859,
calling for a report on the state of the Northern Trunk Road (No. 6), the condition of which
was brought to the notice of Government by the Officiating Post Master General, T have the
honor to submit the following Reports of the Officers in charge of the Districts through which

the Road runs.
) . Chingleput.

2. Withreferenceto the part of thisline lying in the Chingleput District, the District Engi-
neer reports, that as far as the Punnigardi Backwater it isin a fit state to allow of the transit of the
Horse dik overit, the only obstruction being the Corteliar River, which requires Bridging
although the line is in a fit state for the Mail carts to use, it requires to be remetalled, that it
may be placed in complete repair, and for this purpose an Estimate amounting to Rs. (48,100)
forty-eight thousand and one hundred, is entered in Budget Statement No. 1, General No. 18,
Budget 1839-60. As soon therefore as the restriction is removed from this, the work can be
carried on, and the road be placed in thorough repair in a short time, Beyond the Punnigardi
Backwater, the road appears never to have been made; the District Engineer has therefore been
instructed to furnish the necessary Estimates,

3. The Bridging the Corteliar River and Punnigardi Backwater, being works that would
require a heavy outlay, must lie over until the present financial pressure is removed. )

Nellore.

4. With 1eferenca to the portion of the linc in the Ncllore District, the District Engineer
reports, that except for the short time in the monsoons of 1837-58, which elapsed between the
breaching of some of the embankments and their repair, and at one part between the 84 and
88 miles where the embankment being 4 to 6 yards high, the newly repaired breaches could not
until some weeks later become consolidated, and therefore the metalling could not be applied,
s0 as to form a firm surface ; the whole of the road from the Southern limits of the District to
Nellore has been in a better condition since the repoit of the Superintendent of Roads, than it
was at the time that Officer wrote his Report. The District Engineer also observes, that while
the annual allowance for maintenance has been reduced 26 per cent., the road has been subjected
to very severe trial by the two last monsoons.

5. From the lists of detentions given, it appears that 3 sources of obstruction were found
in this District, viz., the Soornamooky River, the Road between Goodoor and Ramdas Chuttrum
and the inverted arches or Irish DBridges, the first isa river more than 800 yards wide, which
will require a Bridge of 33 or 35 arches of 45 feet span; as soon as there is any probability of
a work of this magnitude being undertaken, an Estimate will be submitted : the part of the road
between Goodoor and Ramdas Chuttrum was that which suffered most severely both years; the
inverted arches have existed for many years, and have always been a source of serious incon-
e District Engiueer of Nellore. venience to the trafie. Their removal was long since proposed
E. M. C. No. 1568, dated 10th Augt. from this Oflice,* and it isonly recently their abolition has been

1858. sanctioned. Tunnelsin lieu of all the really dangerous ones are
now in course of construction,and others not removed have been so modified, as to render them
no longer either dangerous or difficult. The Executive‘Omcers report, that from the 37} to the
86§ miles the road is in good order, the only obstructions at present existing, and which require
the traffic to leave the road are caused by the constraction of 5 Tunnels in the 43rd, G3th, 8lst,
86th and 87th miles; but good temporary roads have been formed for the convenience of Ban-
dies. In fine weather therefere, there is no difliculty ; all these Tunne]s will be complete by the .
Ist June from the 87 to the 93 mile ; the road requires but trifling repairs in addition to the re-
construction of the Munnabole Bridge and the construction of a Tunuel in place of sn inverted
arch in the 88th mile. In the 93rd mile the roadway is uneven where the breached embankments
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Warks Depariment,
Jrom 1st to 10th June 1859.

were repaired last monsoon, and this state of affairs cannot be remedied, until sanction for aTun-
nel and other work is given—from the 94th to the 100th mile the road is generally in good order.
In the 101st mile, for 2 or 3 days the traffic was slightly impeded by the falling in of a small
Tunnel, bnt a temporary Bridge was immediately formed over it, and this has been in use ever
since, from this point to Nellore, the road is good, and most of it very good.

6. The Estimates the District Engineer submits are two :—one forwarded on the 3rd of

January for sundry repairs to masonry works, amounting to Ru-
pees (8,670) eight thousand, six hundred and seventy ; and another
submitted on the 5th March for general road repairs required in
the present year (1858-59) amounting to Rupees (4,360) four thousand, three hundred and sixty.
In submitting this latter Estimate, the District Engineer states, that Rupees (2,533) two thousand,
five hundred and thirty-three, had up to the 3Ist January (in excess of the annual grant) been
expended on an order from this Office sanctioning on emergency all such repairs as were abso-

lutely required, to render the line passable, this order met the ap-
E-'I:II;]‘(;; %‘Is‘;-&%“ dated 13th No- proval of Government. In addition to this excess, the Distriet

Engineer states that Rupees (4,360) four thousand, three hundred
and sixty is required to keep the line in order up to close of 183%-59. The sum to be sanctioned
therefore, amounts to 4 Total of Rupees 15,563, made up as follows: -

Agreesbly to Extract Miuntes Con-
sultation 2382, 12th-11-53.

R
One Estimate for masonry Works.....ccccveiiiiveeeneieronerensceens.onnnn.ss 8,67&
e Tt oxouse s fncroaed i Feb Expenditure up to 31st January in excess of
Ty 1o 3031+ annual grant.......ooviies cevevevniinieneeenen, . *2,533
Further expenditure for maintenance until April 30th...... cenn . 4,360

Total Rupees......... 15,563

Fifteen thousand, five hundred and sixty-three, and I have to request the sanction of Govern-
ment for this expenditure.

%. The District Engineer in conclusion, and with reference to para.

2 of the Officiating
Post Master General's letter

states, that the whole of the road will bein a fit state to carry
ul . .

The sl maintensace allowancehns & ick traﬂic,.such as Maxl.carts, by the 1st October, provided
been increased for 1859-60 as fol- the above Estimutes for repairs are sanctioned, but as the monsoon
Jowa:

1858-50 1850.60 Will them be close at hand, he would recommend that the re-
Chingleput.., e 11,048 to 12,625  introducti il carts i
Chingleput.... 1o to (26 introduction of the Mail c:uts. instead of runners
until the 1st January, by which time an
the monsoon will be repaired.
8. From the above summary of reports, it will be seen, that if the proposed expenditure
) . i Ani Rupees (8,670)* eight thousand, six hundred and seventy for
Leavi ut maintenance un .
38:&@ o Nellore, andRupees(48,100) forty-eight thousand andonehundred,

(entered in Budget Statement No, 1. General No. 18) be made,
the entire road from Madras to Nellore will be placed in a fit state to allow of the re-introduction

of the Mail carts by October Ist, when the only obstructions to quick traflic will be the Cor-
teliar River, Punnigardi Backwaters and Soornamooky River, all requiring expensive Bridges,
which cannot be undertaken while the present financial pressure holds, anda the emall portion of
road beyond the Punnigardi Backwatersas far as the Nellore Frontier, a distance of 13 miles
which appears never to have been made (Estimates for this portion have been called for, and wili
be submitted as soon as received.) As these obstructions existed before the first introdue-
tion of the Mail carts, there need be no further delay in re-introducing them beyond the period

required to effect the repairs noted in the first part of this para., estimated cost of which amounts
to Rupees (56,770) fifty-six thousand, seven hundred and seventy,

be postponed
y damage done during

9. In conclusion, I request the early consideration of Government to obtain the removal
of the restrictive orders from the sum of Rupees (48,100) forty-eight thousand and one bundred,

for re-metalling the line in Chingleput District, and sanction for the sums required for repairs
in Nellore.
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No. 2. ORDER THEREON, lst June 1859, No. 1328.

The Government sanction the Estimate submitted by the District Engineer of Nellore for
sundry repairs to masonry works on Trunk Road No. 6 amounting to R.upees 8,670 as Well.as
the Estimate for Rupees 4,360 for general repaiis to the same line during the curre:lt official
year. The expenditure of Rupees 2,533 already incurred to the end of January 1839 for re-
pairs in excess of the annual grant, is also sanctioned.

2. The Estimate of Rupees 43,100 for re-metalling the line in the Chingleput Di-stricf hav-
ing been submitted for the sanction of the Government of India, no orders respecting 4t can
now be passed.

3. The Chief Engineer's letter will be communicated to the Public Depaitment with re-
ference toan Extract Minutes Consultation in that Department dated 9th February 1859
No. 211,

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary lo Government,
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