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.Pusric Works DEPARTMENT.

Public.

Iion'r St. GEORGE,
. : nd May 1859.
No. 1014.
From
J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq.,
Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George. K
To

Licur.-CoroNer H. YULE,
Secretary to the Government of India, P. V. D,
Sir,

Para. 1. 1 am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to submit for the con-
sideration and early orders of the Government of India a representation from the Chief Engineer

" regarding the want of accommodation for the valuable Stores and Machinery belonging to the

Public Works Department of this Presidency.

2. By an order dated 6th May 1856, No. 1057, this Government, in accordance with a
suggestion of the Chief Engineer, directed that the Ordnance Department should receive, take
charge of, and issue from time to time as might be required, all Machinery and Stores intended
for the use of the Public Works Department. They considered that this plan would be found
both convenient and economical, and that it was even necessary on several grounds, The absence
of Store yards, in connection with the Office of the Chief Engineer, the want of the necessary
landing aud receiving Establishment of Lascars and other servants for the debarkation and custody
of Machinery, and the fact that the late Court of Directors invariably consigned all Stores
indiscriminately to the Ordnance Department without distinguishing those for the Public Works
Department, were all considerations which influenced this Government in adopting the Chief
Engineer’s suggestion.

3. The system then adopted however has proved a failure. Ithasled to confusionin the

Stores and to difficulty in distinguishing between those

F Wﬁgons'lwﬁh ‘tl?:%t “3;5 > 1\:?8'3356,,? §§ intended for the Ordnance and those belonging to the

Do.  28thSept. , , 30at 33. Pyplic Works Department; it has moreover led to fre-
Do, 12th Oect. ”e ,. 107 & 108. k 3

Do. SthNove , » 9 & 10. quentand repeated complaints of delay and difficulty in

gg: gfs‘:‘ Do » :1333: ,g:: obtaining Stores tor the use ofthe latter Department ; and

’ no small amount of angry feeling.has been produced be.

tween the two Departments ; as the Government of India may learn by a reference to the Pro-

ceedings recorded in the Consultations noted in the margin.

4. Independently of these inconveniences, the accommodation in the Grand Arsenal for
such large and heavy Machinery as has been recently sent out by the Home Authorities has been
found wholly insufficient, and the Government have been obliged to assent to expenditures for
temporary Sheds to shelter a part of what cannot be received in the Arsenal ; while notwith-
standing these arrangements a large quantity of valuable Machinery isstill exposed to the
weather, besides being subjected to much damage in various ways.

5. This Government has long had in view a change of system such as to place the custody
From Government ofldndia, ‘.’Stl:iJ.’Tanuary 1858, No. 451, and lkssu]; of Stores belongmg to the Public
T do. o. 22nd June , 1178. N i i
To = o P L L4 Works Department in the hands of the Chief

of that Department ; but they have been
hitherto deterred from proposing any scheme for that object as they learnt from Major Strachey’s
letter of the 16th July 1858, No. 3305, that a similar plan had failed in Calcutta and that the
subject had been referred toa Committee of Officers ; they determined therefore to await the

result of the Committee’s Report which was promised in that communication before taking any . .
decisive steps in the matter.
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6. The time has however arrived when it would be unwise longer to remain quiescent.
The accompanying letters from the Chief En-

gineer more fully describe the present state of
the case. In hisletter of the 21st March 1859
he represents the necessity of having an Engineering Store and Workshop at the Presidency un-
connected with the Ordnance Department for the custody and care of the valuable Machinery
already received and still expected from England; he details the arrangements that would be
required for such an establishment, and submits a Plan and an Estimate amounting to Rupees
61,000 for the construction of the requisite Buildings. In his further letter of the 6th April
he forwards the Report of a Committee held at the instance of the Inspector General of Ordnance
and Magazines to examire some Machinery landed from the ¢ Cressy.”

7. Whatever may have been the causes of the failure in Bengal, of which this Government
have as yet received no information, they are quite satisfied from the papers that have come be-
fore them that the plan of a separate Work and Store-yard for the Public Works | Department
at this Presidency is quite necessary ; and adverting to the great and positive loss actually suf-

From Chief Engineer, 21st March 1859, No. 8838.
From do. 6th April TR 9367,

fered under the present practice, they solicit the immediate sanction of the Government of In- .

dia for the Buildings and Establishment asked for by the Chief Engineer bLoth of which they
consider to be on a moderate scale.

8. The Estimate has been already stated to amount to 61,000 Rupees. The Establish-
ment proposed by the Chief for the duties of landing, receiving, safe custody, repair, issue, &c.
of Stores, amounts to Rupees 1,079-8 per mensem ; but deducting the Agency available, the
net additional charge wiil be nomore than Rupees 322-8 per mensem. In regard to the Lascars
the Government have directed it to be understood that the men employed under that designation
are not to be entitled to pension like Military Lascars. A Tabular Statement in the prescribed
form accompanies.

9. The Government of India will observe from the accompanying Extract Minutes Con-
sultation of the 11th April that the attention of Colonel Bell, the newly appointed Chief Engi-
neer, has been called to the necessity of establishing an efficient system of Accounts and Audit
in the Public Works Department, and that Officer has been informed, in connection with the
present project, that it is the design of this Government that that system shall include a simple
and effective scheme of Store Accounts.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
. Secretary to Government,

Exd. Wm. Thomas.
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, Public Works Depariment, Statement of ‘Increase 50 Establishment in thi :[;artment recommended for the sanction of the Government of India.
T C_lﬁ'ges. — 1% ° ’
Year. | Ordinary. | Extraordinary. |TFal. .
! | ) _
...... I
- I N ; n
Sus- |5 ;o Provositi E |Orders of the
:ég = - . foposition- = 3 Govt. of India.
éﬁa 2 Nature of Charge. - Permanent. Temporary. £ o
§ ool P g ’ i ' '}3 g |24 Financial
{5 85 [ | | ncrease Decrea;e Increase Decrease | Grounds of Propo- [E |3 2 Depart-
QLS 4 B | per per per per  |E tion g s5A| ment.
= o month, | month, month. month. |5 sitlon. g2l |,
38 - - o8| e
e : . . ‘jo ER 7 I O B
s é,g Present scale. Proposed scale, £ 3 E = fé ‘g‘ g 5
ol = = o o . I'E @ R-1N ]
RN g 5 & 521218
: Rs.lA P Rs.A.[P. = \ :
2. . General Depariment.
g 1 Mechanical Engineer..| 250; 0! 0j1 Superintendent........ cecasennennas 200} 0| 0 ' Vide letter to the
£ |1 Sub-Engineer... ... ...| 200] O] 01 Storekeeper...ceceee srecvare veeree 80; 0; 0 Secretary to the Go-|
2 11 Assistant Overseer ...! 80| 0] Ol Assistant Storekeeper...... we...i 50} 0 0 vernment of India,
& 1 Do.  do. .| .50 0, 01 Book keeper.cceeaceecse wueeserseaes 40; 0} 0 . dated 2nd May 1859,
» |1 Correspondence Clerk. 25 OI 0|1 Correspondence Clerk...... ...... 25 0{ 0 No. 1014,
-1 A§51stant Clerk.........} 10, 0. 0j1 Moochee...... veesseenransenoraniennie 10} 0] O
0 |1 Tindal...o. oeev e 10] 0] OfL Peon..vrrerer corsarevrres sonsaenae] 7 0] O
': 22 Lascars at Rs. 6 each.| 132] 0] 02 Sweepers....... aSeatene Tearers sesses %] 0 0]
= . Total......| 419{ 0| 0
(=] .
-E Cleaning and Repairing Dept. S
LS I Mechanical Engineer...... ... .| 2501 0 =
:_, '|3 Working Carpenter Maistries...| 52} 8 . 1S
2 3" Do.  Smith do. L] 628 :%
4 3 Hammer men..cccuceseerssnenarenne 21} 0 -
s 3 Bellows boys...eeseee ssaeseneeseens] 1018
' = 1 Syrang....ecece vevenn eor sosses nenese 14/ 0
o ) 2 Tindals....icreveee cenraresnncnienae | 200
& 40 Lascaxs at Rs. 6 each...... ...... 240, 0
@
g Total......| 660f 8
wn 1 . . . .
E" Total...... 757' 00 . Grand Total......[|1,079] 8 8 0 ‘
3 T ] . ,
8 !
Ay !
Fort Saint George, :
2nd May 1859, . ‘ . ) C
: N (Signed) J. D BOURDILDON,
{ ’ . Secretary to Government.
Exd, Wm. Thomas. ¢ |
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