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g Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 27th April 1858. . .
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B ‘ ) Read the fcllowing papers.. , o
No. 56.  From Colenel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer ; to H. FORBES, Esq., Actiné.
Secretary to Government, dated 4th March 1858, No. 10665. '

A e S sty e s ot

Sir, ‘ .

v

¢ Ral Having arranged in communication with the Military Board « Ge-
0 ules. . ” . R N
;%agy Mily. Boards Cir. ‘f neral I{:ples,_ for the TCC_elpt and issue of plant of every descrip-
7 tion required to be kept 'in deposit in the several Arsenals for the
Cons. No. 1675 use of ‘the Public Works Department, I have now the honor* to
® Extr. Mins, Cons. No. 1 . . .
dated 17th Sept. 1856. submit for the consideration .and orders of Government, a set of Rules
. proposed for Departmental circulation, °

2. 1 take this opportufxity of noticing that all indents which have been reéeived from Dis-

trictf Engineers for Machinery and other stores required from the Arsenal at Fort Saint George

- already both numerous and important, are necessarily kept in' abeyance, until I am honored w(i’tl;
the orders of Government on the subject of my letter No, 9383, dated 20th January 1837, to

which I beg to solicit your early attention.

No. 57.  Extract from the Minutesof Consultation, in the Military Depairtmenf, dated 2nd
May 1857. i ' ‘

v

Read the following letter from the Military Board ; to the Secretary to Government, Military
Department, dated 30th April 1857, No. 388..

Sig, ' B . ; - o |
We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Minutes of Consultation as per margin,*
forwarding a letter from the Chief Engineer on

: . i ' jon Tublic Works Decpartment No. 15 . ‘n LT g
wrEL % ; o 5/ I ) M:,r}n;ﬁ: ging:r;;ullga;;on ublic P o 'the. SIEngc't_of ‘our proposal to use a portion of .
i Pt AL . o : ' - o the X‘zf.lIS deposited in the Arsenal ; butintended
S : : for Public Works, for connecting Vellore with the main line of Railway. e
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2, As respects this proposed application of the Public Works rails, we may explain ..th'at‘v

the idea prominent in our minds, being the speedy formation of a short line of connecting rail® *
the means most readily available to attain that object. were naturally laid before Govetnment,
without really intending to appropriate.the. stores intended for the Public Works, without con-
salting the Chief Engineer ; and the principle which we have hitherto followed, as regards stores
known to be specially sent out from England for the Public Works will fully bear out this

i

assurance. '

3. We have on all other occasions, applied for the sanction of the Chief Engineer befofé
appropriating such stores to any purpose, and as an instance We may quote our (successful) ap-
plication to the Chief Engineer to grant the Principal Commissary of Ordnance, a few yards of
the rails for the purpose of forming a way on which to run up the heavy stores on landing (mainly
Engineers) from the boats ; also referring to our application to the Chief Enginecr to allow crabs
and boring’ apparafus to be made available for the Bass Eng)'heer and coal viewer. .
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4, These instances show that we have, in actual J«tgnsactions, fully recognized and acted
upon the principle of asking for the sanction of the Chief Engineer before issuing Public Works
stores and that Officer has also personally received the verbal assurance that it was an uninten-
tional mistake, recommending the appropriation of the rails in question for the Vellore line, be-
sides which if the Consulting Engincer advised Government to sanction the branch line from the
rail to Vellore, he did not intend recommending the rails in question being employed.
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el 5. We may however mention that long before these rails arrived from England for the

special use of the Public Works, we had issued to the Public Works Department a considerable
quantity of rails (availzble in the Arsenal) nearly sufficient to have laid down half the distance of .
our proposed Vellore line ; and we hope that Government, seeing that we have endeavoured to
assist the Public Works Department in many ways, will accept our apologies for a proposal to
appropriate Public Works rails without previously communicating with the Chief Engineer ; a
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 27th Apr

2 il 1858,

measure we do not now regret, as- it has already proved useful in giving us an opportunity to
submit for the consideration of ‘Government, the principle on which we propose to act in future
cases. ) . . ) ’

6. Amongst the stores in. charge of Ordnance Officers there are many articles common

* equally tothe Ordnance and Public Works Department for instance, tools of all kinds,
and stone work, and for artizans; also,

materials such as Iron, Brass Copper, &c. forming part
of the allotments requisite for the Milit ; , S

ary service as well as for Public Works, supplies of which
senals not only for Public Works but also Military and
field, the whole -of these supplies being we think neces-
s, without distinction under charge of the same Officers
nment create separate establishments and build new store
ic Works stores. ) .

7. ‘ Thf:re? are however a few articles intended for the Public Works which are well known
and easily distinguished as specially or peculiarly applicable for these works; such as rails, bor-

ing apparatus, Machinery &e. which cannot often be required for Military works and there
would therefore be no difficulty .

.1ssuing them as called for,

other Public and special services in the
sarily deposited in the same Store room
and establishment, unless indeed Gover
rooms for the special reception of Publ

to the Public Works Department alone.

8. Again the’ quantities of articles required for the Public. Worké and for General service

are very unequal, for instance, the pick axes and mamoties required for the Public Works are
far more numerous than for the Mil

numerous for the Military service,
erially interfere with those of the o
the same Store rooms under the same éstablishments.

9. The Chief En
description necessa
the Military br.
Military and P
quantities of e

gineer has prepared an allotment of Machinery, tools, and stores of every
ry fer the whole of the Public Works, ‘and: we have resolved also to fix for
anch-an allotment of such stores as are common to the two branches of the service
ublic Works, and both branches having thus, after some experience sufficient
ach articles laid down to, meet all the wants of the respective services, and if these

quantities be duly kept up by supplies from, home, it is clear thatne difficulty can arise to

either branch from this proposed amalgamation of the stores.

10.  Again each Arsenal having a distinet allotment of quantities of stores fixed for the

Public Works of the District as also for the Military service within the Division and both quan-
tities being added together, will form the full Arsenal allotment and as the supplies for the out
station Arsenal are sent from Madras or obtained from local manufacture there will be. no
difficulty in the local Ordnance Officer ascertaix;ing, when the stock common to the two services
is falling below the fixed allotment and then having additional supplies sent to the Arsenal. If
the quantities for the two services dependent on the local Arsenal are pretty correctly calculated,
it is clear that the issues to one cannot interfere with those for the other branch, Aand if such an
accident as deficiencies should arise it will be from other causes which rfzquirc special attention, -

11.  Bearing in mind however the principle ori which the Government have always acted,
we propose as a wise precaution to direct that demands for stores for all other services give way .
to Military necessities, when such really arise, thatis the allotment fixed for the Military branch,
of such tools and stores as aré common to both the Military and Public Work branches not be-

ing allowed to be diminished without special sanction by issues to the qulic Works or for
_other services. ' ;

2. But this reservation in favor of the Military wants need not occasion any real anxiety

about supplies to Public Works, for we again repeat that if the allotments for the Public works

and Military service have been fixed on sound data and supplies of tools are obtained from Eng-

land or by local manufacture to meet such requirements, then the wants of the t\Yo branches
can never interfere with each other, moreover the quantities of the different. Tools required
for the two branches being, as already mentioned very unequal any encroachment by either
branch on any one article of either allotment will be trifling not materially affecting the supplies
“to that branch of the Public service or else the encroachment on the stock will be of such great

importance as to ensure prompt notice to the diminutionin the allotment; if however the de- -

mands on England be so insufficiently complied with as to leave cven the Military allotment

for earth
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in preserving these for the special service for which intended

itary service, whilst other articles such as tools, are farmore .
and thus the demands for one branch .cannot, we think, mat- .
ther branch, and the whole of the supplies may be blended in :
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* Tools and Machinery intended for t
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e

‘ ifficulties wi i ise in making issues to- both
. hen we admit that great difficulties will unavoidably arise in making o
mcompletet,st and we therefore strongly place before Government our earnest hgpe that our de .
dePa;tl;l)Z“n;t unnecessarily curtailed at Home. | N IR _
N ral reservation above alluded to in favor of Military requirements may prac
o Th?lgenjaliﬁed so as to prevent difficulties of any 'impqrtz{nce., When, demands are
tically be easily fq . the Public works and by accidental circumstances in, excess of the sﬁoc‘k. ap~
made for Storesh or]; ; rtment in any one Arsenal we mé.y in most instances permit the Military;
pro'priated i epatra'v.nsi.'el' suppiies intended for Public works from other Arsenals an'd thrfs
stock to be (h'avw°lf'()c;l . ands which may arise in one or more localities. And here the communi-
meet the exees ; Ce}?'lef En&ineer and the Board will come into useful operation. There can bei
catior betwe?n the t;1 0 au&lorities é.afeeing on questions of this nature, but even if they were to
no diﬂicult.y in these C:. f Engineer h:ving a knowledge of the allotment maintained for Mxl.xtary‘
differtn Olel(;na:st?:r th;ePubﬁc works, and being competent to judge of the prohable Military
ice as we

serv

hink these arrangements quite sufficient for ensuring Stores cdmmop to both branchg‘s
:,m'i . (;: available forihe use of whichever branc:h most n_geds the supplies.
eing ma

; icles of Machinery &c. exclusively intended for the Public

4. As regards thss:joil‘:e::voxfx;zlr:k:o the Militaryybranch the Chief Engineer on receiving a

Works Departm?n}?lazoices will obtain a knowledge of Stores intended or useful for the Pub-

copy of the B e ival from England, an Officer of Engincers will be appointed a mem-

lic Works, snd another 37 ittee which by orders from England must report in all Stores sup=

o f Directors and if possible the Stores intended for-the Public
list taken for the Chief Eng_ineer’s information.

ber of the Examining
plied by the Honorable Court o
“Works will be printed out and a

| ‘ . ’ ' ’ i g the
! ! lett ut the nlode Of storing
’ 1 . f t abo th
10. lth refel’ence

he Department of Public Works, we have the h‘o.n'or to ex-
isable to hold the Chief Engineer accountable either as res-

e e it is. not adv ! ) - i . .

press our conviction th;:e: of Stores, his province being merely to exercise a vigilant control
itieg or- values oL T

pects. guaniitics

he Officers of his. Dzpartment, seeing that they accurately account to him for thg Stores,

over tae thexﬁ both as regards quantity and value, o o
delwel‘fEd . di be in every way inexpedient to.form a separate Dep6t under the Chief
16 We bld I t‘; E;f Public Work Stores, and it will be seen from our lett.er of 20th
Engineer for the custohy from the first, ekpressed this opinion, that it is most z_xdnsable, for
October 1856, that v aV.e: W'oiks 'Stores, whilst in our Arsenals, under the. General name of
he Fubli to ensure éne account of all, but when once issued to the Public
ount:i for to the Chief Engineer by the Oﬁice'ars of 't}.xe Public \Vor'ks as

Works, th.e m to be ﬁcc in Extract from a letter addressed to the Chief Engineer. .
explaingd 1 the oo g‘b d that :all stores paid for and issued when once out of charge of
*¢ T should b xememast® « the Ordnance Department fall under the sole custody of‘y?ur
Froﬁn Military Board to Chief Engincer ¢« Officers and as the Board address you in the full understandmg.
No. 5719 f 20h October 1826 . ¢ that you are not an Accountant either for Stores or money ;

t
accuracy to class '
Ordnance or Military Store

hers responsible to you and to Government, the Board would sugges.t'.for y(.)ul‘
+ ¢ but },\(;ld :).t nex;she great necessity of due provision being timely made for accountability being .
¢¢ consideratio .

i i ¢ tores in charge showing their dis-
der you in rendering accounts of s

«¢ enforced on all Officers un ' . ‘
posal.” . : . .
* . . ‘ | N
. ‘Board however make this remark and condition that the stores be classed (wl_nlalf

‘; T:lle charge of Ordnance Officers) as Ordnance stores are not separated in any way so as
¢ under the ¢ fficers : ‘ ‘
« to occasion extra labor to the Board.”

17, "We would here wish to mention that in assenting to take tl,]e~Publ-ic ‘York&‘swr?st::l’ :

 ou ‘d' tion, we do solely with a view to the good of the Publ'xc service smcek the cus );
der our direction, we | of these stores far from being any advantage to us, must entai
From Principal Commissary Ordnance . o1y s and our Arsenal Establishment (as shewn by the reports

Nos ;332} of {9’;'(’)‘1} Sept 1856. oyoted in the margin) a vast deal of trouble and occupy muc;n
¢ E . . ; : - u-
From Chicf Encincer to Government 1,116 time and space in our Arsenals without any correspond-

No.2720 of 23th April 1386 Taro.2 ine benefit direct or indirect as regards the Ordnance sexvice. If
b e

then appeal to Government to appropriate the Military Stores for Public Works,
wants, may



i
'
'
!

o Works which.appears to have been incl

Y OUr own convenience
) ves of the opening afforded by the

and that of our Ordnance Estabh'shments, we
: Chief Engineer’s remarks, and re-
ay be withdrawn from under oyur control; But
p > places for storing the Pyblje Works supplies,
_ : rom thence distribyt; articles to ity '

From Miltary Board to Goveramont. . distributing the articles to distrjets as needed, we

. of 21st May - are willing to accept the, charge of stores o
Nos. 183 of 2nd October } 1856. ; 8

From Military Boag o0ty L Engi- " (as set forth in the le.tters In the
neer No, 3719 of 20th October 1856. ed as Ordnance or Mi

quest that éll stores intended for Public Works m
considering the Arsenals to be the most suitah]e.

ed a litary stores ; theiy receipt and issue appear-
_ . ing in our Qrdnance General Books in the same way as for all
other stores, But if this condition be not approved, and 5

' Separation be insisted y on, then it
would be far preferable and indeed essential to have for ¢ o

,. . : : hese Public Works stores - separate
Dep.ots and establishments entirely subordinate to the Chief Engineer, since the measure of re.

. : ery Store rooms to be stored
and accounted for separately from thosa kept up for the Military - : :

rtant m: » and moreover nécevsitath;
Establishments and additions to our store Rooms the formation ¢

1o > toour s £ new books'and the rendering of
additional accounts and Dew entries in the Books of each of the .

Arsenals,

18. If however our Plan be adopted of classing all stores under
needed to attain all the usefyl objects Government hLave in
and simple viz correct allotments of stores for both services suffici
these allotments, and simple statements '
common to both branches, all which objects may easily be attained
system without; making any great changes entailing great outlay or cr

one head the arrangements

difficult, as Government, will see by the following reports
Chief Engineer where these Officers refer to the i
for Public Works, because the Honorable Co
ally provided for the Publie Works,

from the Accountant General, and
mpossibility of indicating ‘the stores intended

urt rarely in their Invojces specify the stores speci-
as stated by the Accountant General,

FrglxprAccoumaﬁt Generalto - “ 1 have the honor to acquaint you tkat the Invoice.s ?f stores rew.
: 3r'z'§§5ys§§§£gb§°is§é?" :: ceived from Englan«% Eiurmg thfe above period do not dlstmcft‘]);) s}t:(;'w
. under the head of Civil Stores intended for the Department of Publice
uded with Military Stores, consequently it is not
quired. ‘It oceurs to me however that the infor-
Stores entered in Extracts from Invoices furnished
forwarded to England by your Board on account of

(13

From Chief Engineer to il ) 20. - The Chief :Er.ngineer on being referred to, sta}ted that ¢ an
;z;ryd go‘art;ie ) g: 7419 of Indent prepared by this Department for tools and Machmery was des-
2N CLo . N e
r 56, * patched to the Military Board on the R0th November 1855 No. 2815,

** and another Indent was forwarded on the 1t February 1856. to be included in the Arsenal
¢ Indent then under despatch to the Honorable Court, The latter was howe

“ ordered by Government (in Extract Minutes of Cop
*“ despatched to that authority ;

Ver subsequently
sultation No, 213 of 13th idem) to be

' ' ** The Invoi ' s ; .
Memo, from  Accountant The Invoices of Stores received from Eng]and do not distinc

-* General to Military Board  * under the 'head Civil Stores, the stores
155 Founcnl Deps “ f Public Works and thas e o

ment, “ checking the stores, entered in Eyx
“ the Board by this office with those entered in the Inp
* through them, on account of stores required for the Depa

formation shoylq be obtained by
tracts from Invojces furnished to
dents forwarded to England by, or
rtment of Publie Works.” -

view, as Tespects accounts are few

-
1

= aw

qua ;
onorable ‘ ta

l:rival of supplies not:so distingu

al

Division of the

not safely be.re

of s or

¢ gecounting

rently not regarded by the jonors
1ade on much more correct

n .

General show.

i ts bel . ‘
Public Works. . - e
e e serv;)cesthe Board (from which that Ofﬁcer. has hltherto,wvg;:hOEas iffculsy
quarterly and annuall_y; 3; he Board(rom wlich e Ofcer bas Mk

his accounts) w ;
prepared
been found to wor
Works the more unneces

meﬁﬁofks -Consultation of .27th: April 1858.%. 5

Fort Saint:George, Pu

USSR

) ‘details connected with -
e the invoices from. Home do not supply'the sepa:'ajlfsudse{: acondudev‘ fed with

22, 1f therefore f stores intended for : Public. Works stores, we. must coneuch that e
ntities and values of sto h reat importance to such a separatlo.n O s an Asbitrary
Court do not attac ar.‘}’hg d.we must, to carry out this separation, ma :) :a 1.4 =y

e of stores for ; h a Division ¢
' branches ; But such
iti f stores for the two anch . Rt
.quantities all.dhvz_n:fizs operatibn of ascertaining the exact q.uar.xtit); Z:Edcorrect
. dn. the ' nciple

lied. ?“ VI\? rks being moreover a departure from the .ﬁri!: pr;or En et o
tores for the Publio V1° :ation entailing such great complica 1.on : piect appe-
' We think ther » sepzl Court, may well be dispensed with, unless i e

Honora” :h n tha’t now open to-us as the reports of the Accountar

a .

d : $ . i 1tl d values for the -
i i tores both in quantities an ‘
'Qa The bona fide expenditure or issues of . :
g nc the be 'nlformation the Government can desu’e‘ and the accounts of s ox'es1
St;bl ing egularl and duly furnished to the Accountant Genera
eing r y y

. all branches of the Public Service for one peculiar to the Public
k so well f°:saau supplies, must be cash transactions.
sary - I ’ :

- . . R e availed of
‘ hat if we studied our eonvenience, we should either have availed of
t that 1
‘Wz may repea

S ' e juch trouble
24 ourselves from duties which have already caused us so muc

i : — positi the Accountant
the present opening £0 free uestion have accepted the proposition made by
q

i i ing for the)Office and

e 10 s Wlthou:atdy for Public Work St-ol:es ;gft'h‘welﬁh izgxln);enrfeilts connected, with
ne seps ‘out the additional a » ected

eneral to accou us to carry ; nal ° : e

irsenal Establishments to }‘i{laﬁﬂ;é Accountant General’s reqmsxtl:;n reqmres,tb:;ttgeér:ve:n both,

S nt (as-already represente t-

ts and store room . s of Governme ‘ . et

aﬁcouiourses oppose.to. the fris ‘n;t?t'::' as per margin) we prefer laying before Government -the

these C - ’ in le ‘

-and to recom--
bjections.. we entertain to the.system proposed and to :
obje y .

: ‘ 0t
ilitary Board to Government . - ) casuren. |
Frgr: n{[él‘;tg;yﬁm September 186 mend a re-consideration of the m .

i receipt of thé orders about the
' ing in thi it pending the receip . h
. . ending in this repor ding the . orders about the
2. We tet defe“e“;‘ ;e maf now state that as it is most unadwsall;l::s o com ll))lic e the
oS - . . cco A ‘
abolition of this B_oal;%;: transition state, by new modes ;)f iiiilfé:d_thatpmding- e Works
ngements 1n ;res we therefore strongly d th nding the report
e Aprt 18 e ts authorized to be made in communication with th
T it s Gt 1 hanges be made in the system.
ide G. 0. . 7* 'l .nd Military Auditor General no chang the |
eral an »
Accountant Gen .

‘ o Trotrean s ipt-and
. the rules -agreed upon by the . Chief. Erigineer foT the .recgll; a:s.
.. We bek ezlc'lc',sVeVorks and we are confident that these ruleswill, with slight change
: D 1C H
e of Stores for Pu

. - - shew to" be advisable,
issu Engineer) as-experience may sh A L,

jcati ith the Chief
i nication with igine
made -in commu - e
( ver well for the object Government hav ;
ansy

ve vlaced the draft of this despatch in’ the hands of the Cent}ral Oiﬁce:b oo

. aced the. : : ‘ i t there has
L e h'a;;e 111) “full collective consent of the Officers. Tt 1s.true e 1";1 be. .occasioned
was returned with the d by the, Chief - Engineer.that no small _practical delay: will. e‘}; bts.
. 4 - T u th
apprehension e!;P rssie érz ;)f the prompt payment system - which renders ,vec;ssary t eh :raxisac.l
. : . . . . -a cas -
by the setion ¢% 12 ? all Indents which the Indenting Officer carfnot 0}83:1' o the Indents
sion to Government o that the same Officer expresses his great dlSaPP_omtme,"that_’ ' ained
. 2 . a .oe s t ving re
tion and it is alsoltll‘);l? achinery received by him so long ago as December Ias :1 egss o com..
for plans and valuable mH .ﬁ % géttlemenf which it is the object of the present address to. com-.

the in '

ﬁndisposed of pending ready . fully stated to your Lordship in Council the reasons which have
' eady . lully ’

: Co . . ‘ t that

t we hav e.alr : : T ible. and bﬂ.ﬂg thus able to repor
plete....Bu ual deliberation indispensible, ; : v
made more than us ,

unavoidably
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- No. 1837, of date 26th Sep

Public Works-Cdnsultationof 27th April 1858,

. .
with this Board, we trust tha
1 of your Lordship in Council

6 - Fort Saint George, e
W

the Chief Engineer fully concurs
receive the full and early approva

- (Signed) ZE. SHERRIFF, Brigadier,

' -Commandant of driillery,
(¢ , ) G BALFOUR, Lieut.-Colonel,

Stipendiary Member,

~Fort Saint George,

Military' Loard Office, } '
. 80th April 1857,

e

Referred toADepartment Public Works,

By order,

(Signed) H. MARSHALL, Licut. Colonel,.

Dejndy Secretary to Government.
.N—

No. 58, From Lieutenant-Colonel G. BALFOUR, Inspector General of Ordnance and Ma-
gazines ; to H. FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, Public Works
- . Department, dated 8rd Qctober 1857, No. 377. '

Sir,

Having on application, been kindly furnished by you witha copy of Minutes of Consultation

tember 1857, I beg to recommend that in future all ?rders ai.fecting
the stores deposited in the Arsenal for the Public Works Department be communicated direct to

me from your office, as I find it necessary to be careful about the interpretation placed on the
orders issued by Government, * .. -

- 2. The orders now

re‘fer;'ed to modify the past practice, but not the. principle hitheérto
acted

< hether I am correct.
up to, and to prevent erroneous ideas being formed, I beg to know w :

;3. The princi

ple laid down by Government is, that storés may be purchased to any ‘extent
out of estimates s ¢

anctioned by Gove;pment if the funds will allow of suc.h purc%xase.

4. If there are no estimat

es a‘t.ld n-o funds aod Machinery or plant is required from Districts,
the Chief Engineer is required

to send in specjal estimates for the sanction of the Government,

5. This new order provides for an additjonal expense, that is, fo_r the packing up and con-
veyance of the Machinery and tools,
.6. If funds do not exist available out of sanctioned estimates,

then the Chjef Engineer is
réquired to submit a special estimate of the cost of packing up and

conveying the Machines.

7. The previous orders directed the
Machines purchased ; but the new order d
cipal Commissary of Ordnance,

grant of transfer receipts for the value of all tools and’
irects the Chief Engineer to Pass the bills of the Pyip.

8. I recommend that the practice of transfer receipts be adhered to,
dum of the Principal Commissary of Ordnance being sent to the Chief E
packing up the stores, that a transfer receipt be given for the amount

missariat Department on providing carriage will receive a transfer rec
veyance charges. ' ‘ :

and -on the memora.
ngineer of the cost of
; in-like manner the Com-
eipt for the amount of con-

-

t our proposition will not fail to

-
[ DY
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" No. 120 dated 5th October 1857,

.D. A. A. Genls. office, - Sn.}
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o~

) Extract from the Minutes- of bonsultatidn in the Military Department, dated the
No. 59. . Ex onsul the Mili .
" 27th.October 1857. .

he following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel G. BALFOUR, Inspector General of Ord-
o . . - . . '-
Re'ad t e' and Magazines; to Colonel C. A. BROWNE, Secretary to Government Mili
nance H : v | ‘
tary Department, dated 26th October 1857, No. 427, B

Sig,

: Vh r to submit to Government the enclosed report from the Commissary of |
I have the honor to Ordnance Trichinopoly in original, as I am reluctant to.dea.\l
with the question involved, without ascertaining tnat the princi-

le of iring money payments for stores supplied to the Public Works Department is fully
.ple of requiring

i i ri tly that the
) d to be carried out strictly, and consequen
i Government as intende
recognized by

i y g . isc o] a’n cer Of Maiot

i ide a rule, on, as I think, insufficient reasons.
's standing who has set asid :
General Budd’s s

i enjoin on all Ordnance Officers a strict adherence to

R I. have had refasoxlls if:s;sliy(;:verlfment Stores for the Public Works Department on
.the prescnb.ed rules .Od o yof ayx:ent of their value, and, as such a course was but recently en-
the Pmduct,lon of vl enc;e AI:countant General’s and this 7 Departmgn}: _and repeatedly by f}.o-
joined by cire ularf from ¢ h prescribed line should not unnecessarily be broken t_hrougb, thh.-
vernment, I subml.t'that o gein submitted, and I therefore solicit the expression of t.he opi-
out full and suﬂiclen.t reasons rasgwell as their assurance of support in enforc?ng regPIations es-
nion of Governu‘lent in this ca\se,t cotion of public interests, for Government will see in the long
sential, "as "I think fc.r ‘thecl;rotain Campbell (there are other instances in other parts of the
outstta ?(;iggwd;zzhaébﬂ:s:iss mx;y be increased by Departure from-rules. . )
country . .

N - a(ied that, if Government relax the rule they have enjoined of paying fo.r '
u » L .
. 3. Iu?::dpgi Public Works, the Government 1nterests.vv{1ll §uﬁ'§?.
stores req ¢ e : :

' ent that the facilities afforded within the past few .
4. 1 must‘n?t concezl Sfc:ltlm(z:;e.rg; indents Beipg at once passed (fo.r compliance) by ’Ehe
years for maint:i.mmg fixe have in a degree, diminished the line of separation as to t.he descrip-
local Commanding Ofﬁcel:’ issued from Arsenals on the authority of local Qommandmg Ogice::-s
tion of stores ';Vhlqh m?’ eeto{be clear and distinct that all stores required for the Public W ox:Ls '
and yet I consider th? missxued that all stores required to maintain equipments may'be supplied
be paid foxi1 be_f;ol":; f;:agl Comn;anding Officers, but all stores not fixed by regulation, shall be :
on the authority A , _ |

indented for in the regular manner.

' : abs | dhered to without modification, but
‘ hat these rules shall be absolutely a :
> tIddf;::xtamf‘;alrll:e;ort of the circumstances should be made by the Officer who sets
if departe cireums .
;side the established course.

MTEMOVR;{NDUM No. 141,

i i in triplicate is herewith returned with the necessary in-
nying emergent indent in trip ' .
e acc{;is:teﬂ 1; lette: No. 341, dated 25th instant from the Commissary of Ordnance
sertion as re _ : ‘ dated % :
Trichinopoly. - -

(Signed) E. F. BURTON, Captain - .

Da. Trichinopoly 26th ' Ag. D, 4, 4. Genéral Southern Dn. . -

September 1857,
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8 - Fort Saint Geprge, Public, Works ,.Consultb;t;'on of  27th April 1858,

Frofn,Lieutenant Colonel. W; M. GABBETT, - Commissary. of Ordnance - Trichinopoly; to the
Deputy Assistant Adjutanf General, Southern Division Trichinopoly,. flatgd.Trichino-
poly, S0th September 1857, ' '

SIg, .,

I have the honor to return examined .and checked the Tndent in Triplicate.from Executive
Engineer Neilgherries received with your memo No. Ml of the.26th Instant, aﬁd'to inform that
it must be forwarded to the Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, to have the articles
entered therein priced, on the Indent being received back, the indenting Officer will have to pay °
into the hands of the Paymaster Southern Division the cost of the different supplies required by

~him forwarding to me. with the passed Indent, a transfer receipt for the sum paid in when I wilj

issue the articles applied for.

From .Ca'ptain:E. F. BURTON, Acting Deputy Assistant Adjutant General Southern Division ;
. to the Commissary of Ordnance Trichinopoly, dated Trichinopoly, Ist October 1857,
No. 401. . . o - ‘

Sigr, .

I have the honor, by order of the Officer Commanding the Division, to forward to jou -the
original Indent for supply of Gunpowder to the Executive Engineer at Jackatalla, passed for sup-:
ply on eﬁxefgepcy, and with reference to your letter No. 349, dated 30th Ultimo, to request that
you will forward the Gunpowder to Mattoopolliem without delay, reporting its despatch to this’

_office.

~ When the Duplicate and Triplicate - Indents shall have been. filled up by the Inspector Ge-
neral of Ordnance and Magazines, and the latter returned, as it will be, to this office, then Cap--
tain Campbell will be desired to pay the amount in the manner indicated by you, by transfer
receipt &e,., - ot : - S ,

A copy of Captain Campbell’s letter, which aéc-ompanied the Indent, is herewith forwarded.

B
¥ .
S e s et

Trom Captain J. CAMPBELL; Executive Engineer Jackatalla ; to the- Officer Commanding

Séuth_ern Diﬁsio_n; dated"Jackatalvla,' 17£h'September 1857, No. 119.-
. SIR, . o

I have the honor herewith to submit for sanction Indent (in. Tripiicate) for 10 Barrels of

G.un}?ow.dez' urgfeptly r.equire‘d‘ for the use of these works, and to request you will oblige me by .
sanctioning the Immediate despatch of the Gunpowder, well secured, on one hired cart to Mat-

toopolliem.

From Lieutenant Colonel W. M. GABBETT, Commisary of Ordnance ; to the Deputy Assist-
ant Adjutant General Southern Division Trichinopoly, dated Trichinopoly, 2nd Octo-
ber 1857, No. 855. ' S : |

‘ SI;R, '

* Sanctioned by Government in Ming«

tes of Consultation dated 25th April  No. 401 of the 1st instant, and in reply to inform you that I am

| - precluded by Circular order* from Inspector Geeneral of ordnance

and Magazines No. X1V of date 14th July 1857, from issuing any articles on payment Indents
until I have first received a transfer receipt for the cost of the articles applied for, . |

1857, No. 781, . -

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of. your. letter

N

»
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 27th April 1858, . 9
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1I. . I beg however to state that as directed in your letter under reply, I am now getting the
Gun Powder packed and should the Major General Commanding the Division still desire it, it
will be forwarded without delay to Moottapolliem, . .

III. Ibeg further tostate for the information of the Major General Commandine that
much inconvenience has been felt awing to the great delay on the part of Officers in payinz for
articles received by them on payment Indents, and I may mention as an instance of the tar(bliness
of some Officers to settle theiraccounts that Captain Campbell the Executive Engineer Jackatalla
now owes for upwards of one year Rupees 692-13-6 for articles 'rgcéived by him on an Indent of

this kind. L

IV Ienclose for your information a éopy of the Circular order referred to in paral of this‘
letter. ) o ' :

From Captain E. F. BURTO'N'., Acting Deputy Assi§tant Adjutant General Southern Division;
to the Commissary of Ordnance Trichinopoly, dated TriCbinopblj, énd Oc'tolv,e, 1857,
No. 404. | S ' L

SIR,

I have the honor by order’ to request’ with reference to your letter No. 855 of this day's ~
date, that you will despatch the an_Ppwder Wlth.o.ut delay asalready directed. S .

“The requisition is urgent, and, as .t.h_e‘works at Jackatalla are of great imédrtance; Major
General Budd considers it necessary to waive routine rules on such an'occasion for the good of
the public service.  -The Maj_or General will address the Executive Engineer on the subject of
immediate adjustment of the sum mentioned by you, and also of the price of the powder as sopn
as it is known. ' T ) . o A oon

-

From the Commissary of Ordnance 'Trichinopoly ; to'the Inspector General of Ordnance and

Magaz_iries,_ Fort Saint G'ebrge, .da.t’ed_Triéhinopoly, 5th October 1857, No. 120,

Sir,

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with the instructions contained in
your Circular letter No. X1V of the 14th July 1857, I have refused to issue any articles, from
this “Arsenal on payment Indent until T had first received a transfer ;eéeipt for the cost of the
articles applied for, and as tl_;e Major General Commanding the Southern Division has ordered
me to issue 10 Barrells of Gun Powder C. P. on a payment Indent wi 4

e . . _ thout receiving a transfer
receipt, I think it my duty to bring the matter to your notice, : :

II. Ienclose for your information qopies of correspondence on this head.

Referred to Department Public Works. .

(Signed) C. A. BROWNE, Colonel,

- Secretary to Government,

ey AR R g
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Né.f'ﬁo‘:. From G. L. PRENDERGAST, Esqs, ch’dun’t’ant ‘General ; to H. FORBES,

“Esq., Acting Secretary to 'Govemmegt, dated 25th Febrﬁary 1858, No. 363.

SIr,

Ek'trac’g Minutes of Conisaltation, ﬂ'aft'cd 2'5t.1_1 November 1856, No. 2207 L Advefting to Pam'.r 2 of
R iﬂblw Workfs Department Public. o ~- " the orders of Government noted i
pproving of the proposition of this office to debit at once to the head nt noted In

. « Stores of the Public Works Dephrtment” all supplies réceived f the margin, ] :
England ‘on account of that Department. . P et rom gim passed on my letter of

have the honor to lay before Go-
vernment for orders, copy of a fur-
ther correspondencet as per margin
v N . which has since taken place on the
subject between this office and the Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines. -

1 From the Inspector General of Ordnance and Magaziﬁes, dated 7th
December 1857, No. 7133, : ’

To_  do. do, - 29¢h December ‘do. . 700

From do. do. . 20th January 1858 do. - 9002

2. The Government will observe that in para. 3 of his letter, dated the 30th Ultimo, the
Tnspector General promises to furnish me Annually with a Statement of the actual amount
value of the Stores received from England, distinguishing therein (as required by the Form
which #ccompanied my letter to his address, ‘dated the 29th December last) the Stores of the

Public Works Department from the Military Stores. He further engages to furnish me with,

the necessary Annual estimates of the probable value of both Descriptions of Stores expected
from England. : ' ’

8. In"'thé"pré'v'idtiﬁfc’of’réépoiﬁle’n'cie on'the subject between this office and the late Military

Para. 4 Bourd, copy of which was submitted to Government with my Report,

to throw extra expense on the State, neither did the Board offer to supply the information in
any other way as now proposed by the Inspector General in ‘his letter, dated the 7th December

- last, to enable me to carry‘out the instructions of ‘the ‘Honotable Court of Directors and the
Government of India, now however, as it appears from the representation of the Inspector
General that the information sought for in the Ordnance Books can be furnished to mein the

. . shape of a separate} annual Statement, relieving thereby the Govern-

3 Eeip"il:: of course have £ ment of Extra expense and the office establishment of the Inspector

) :igl!; ihﬂﬁgi‘tf:{i‘cg‘;};t to en- 'General, of inconvepience alleged by him, both of which, accprdlgg to

_ ., his statement (lllave been caused by the observance, in the Ordnance

Books, of the distinction sanctioned in Extract Miniites of Consultation, dated 25th November

’ o 1856, above refered to, I would recommend the proposal for adoption
_ (but with an alteration in the head of account, in order that the head
may point out what the transactions exhibited under it consistof) viz. of debiting the value of

' Para, 2.

both Military and Public Works Stores received from England to the head “ Military Ordnance

arid Public Works Stores,” and crediting'fhe samé to “Supplies between India and London.”

* g: S‘t‘:ioﬂ‘eg"‘fe:;f:g‘ai Military Secretary under date the 2nd December last No. 253, 1 pro-

‘;&f’;‘;m different Public ml.sed to addr-ess Government on the subject of modifying the system of

- adjustment-directed to be observed in Extract Minutes of Consultation

Public Works Department, dated the 12th March 1857 No. 460, as regards Stores required from

the Arsenal for the Public Works Department, 'This subject is intimately connected with the

quéstion treated of in the foregoing paras, 1 therefmje proceed to adduce, in this communication,
my reasons against the course of adjustment laid down in the above order of Government.

e 5. In the above Extract Minutes of Consultation it is stated that
: Pers. % ¢ the object of the'order enforcing the payment of money can be fully at
. tained by having recdurse to the expedient of drawing bills which are equivalent to cash.” In the

the 31st October 1856 No. 261, I’

o U dated the 31st October 1856 No. 261, it ‘was not mentioned that to
make the distinction between the Military and Public Works Stores advocated by me, wotld be

“ 4, In fara. 8 of my ‘freport’ﬂ to ‘vaerﬁmeﬁf addressed to the .

 the Engineer and 'the 0

Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 27th April 1858. 1t

3rd para. it is remarked that, ¢ in cases involving large sums there is no need at all to deal with
actual cash,” and in the 2nd para. the course of adjustment is laid down, which for ready reference is

. Government will illastrate this by an example. Tha District Engineer = . . .
g;hglorth Arcot wanting a Machine valued at 10,00% Rupers would send an it appears that in cases involving

lication in the first instance to the Chief Engineer, who would obtain avd  small sums,actual cashmust be pai
zzgmunicate the sanction of Government, to the indenting Officer, On the : ’ paxd

" . jssue of the order of Government the required sum would be placed at the for stores lodged in the Arsenal,

disposal of the District Engineer, who, instead of actually drawing the money,
would simply send his receipt for it to the Culle:tor,d ant'irt;lméy“fnr u bill on
the Accountant General in favor of the Military Roard. ¢ Collector wounld : he .

ﬁl:et debit the amount ig his Account fo the District Engineer. and then cre- 6. There venture to remark
diting 1t with reference to the receipt t - the head * Rills ‘payable Revenue,” that th.e course of adJustment al-
would grant the bill applied for. The District Engineer would show the luded . 1

amennt in his Account Current on the credit side, a8 receivedbfmm the Col- iude€ to entai s no less than four
Jector, and on the debit side as remitted to lhe_ Collector for a bill, and would  entries in the’

then send the bill to the Chief Engineer, who in his turn would haud it over - the Journals of vfour

and required by the Engineers.

to tha Military Board with a request for the despatch of the Machine to the different Oﬂicers, \;iz., the Co;l- ‘

indenting Officer. The Military Board would credit the amount in their books . . e e . ,
a’s received from the District Engineer and debit it as rrmitted to ‘the Sub lector, the District ’Engmeer 3

Trensurer, transmitting him the bill at the same tima, The Sub Trensnreren the Inspector Gene )
his part would discharga the bill by debitig it to * Bills Payable Revenue,” P _ ! eral of Ord
and -crediting it as the amount received from the Military Board und this nance and Magazmes, and the

would complete the transaction. Sub Treasurer. This circuitous

mode of adjusting a simple transaction, does not as far as I can see, possess any real advantage.

_ On the contrary it.is calculated to encumber, unnccessarily, the Public accounts. It tends more-
- over to vitiate the Financial Returns, prepared in this oifice for the use of the Honorable Court

of Directors and the Government of India, inasmuch as double charges on-account of Stores will
: . .. appear, against the Public Works Department

itorial charges will also he increased if Lon . .
t ;1;1":&‘5‘:*“15& :;r;n:;aalreadycchar;:ed to the Military De- and territorial{ charges, in those returns, once
partment be issued on payment to the P. W. Department: ghen the Stores are received in this country

Snoland. in accordan . ‘ .
from Eng o S gint (who purchase and pay for it on account
# Despateh dsted 25‘};: ’ga_v ;8:- 11‘82?“1&30396 Order of GO~ of this Government) and again when the same

vernmeni dated 261 ctobe N . .

- + stores received * be apportioned and  Stores are ultimately issued on payment under
Dl;;:::']‘l: l;'}";"v‘:;!:‘iz':;;‘:ﬁg: gainst the Departments of the 1, o peration of the order of Government dated
service they are Intel ' ~+ 'the 12th March 1857, above alluded to ; because
<action will necessarily be mixed up with other cash transactions in the Chief En-

the lattey tran especially when cash is actually paid for Stores not very costly, instead of
nominsl cash paid on account of Stores of a costly description, as directed in
Minutes of Consultation dated 12th March 1857, : '

gineer's accounts,
cbtaining a bill for
para. 2 of the Extract

7, 1 bec to poirit. olxlx't' that, 'in’pa]‘a.g, gf ‘the orders of the Govermnent of India da%ed the
’ > ' . 14th August'1857, No, 8911, it is directed that no actual money
Extract Minutes of Consulration dated g;payments' be made by Executive Engineers on account of the
20h September 1857, No- 1848- 7 * 4 © oo for comvict labor supplied to the Public ‘Works Depart-

¢ but a si mple adjustment effected upon a Memorandum in duplicate countersigned both by
ment, o4 y {ficer in charge of convicts. On the receipt of this order, Government
g ~ . were pleased to cancel their previous instruc-
tions,§ which directed cash payment being made
by Engineers for convict labor rendered to them.

Vide -Extract Minutes ‘of Cons}llmtion dated the 30th

January 1856, No. 145.

'8, The s;me system of adjustment as that directed by the Gofvemme.nt of India just allud'f
ed to .has been, and is still observed at this Presidency as regards supplies of Stores, &c., by
’ . . -

b .

7 Coal supplieh by the Marine Department to the Mint.

. . o v
Articles supplied by the Commissaiiat, to the dilerent Departments of Go- to another, a‘nd .Government,, have

lately recognized the same course
of adjustment in their Notifica-
tion§ of the 27th Jonuary 1838,
by directing that bills for work
done at the Fort Saint George Gazette Press be in future presented
* Hitherto Aunaally Quarterly,* to all Departments under Government for which.work may
have been-done, and on'the bills being countersigned by the Head of the Departr‘nent, this office
has been directed to debit each Department with the charge for such \‘vork. : .

o CTUENL,  lied by. the Principal Commissary of Ordnance and Superia-

‘tendent of Stationafy,to different’' Departments of Government,

§ Vide Fort Saint George Gazette, dated 5th Febroary 1858, Page 175.

transcribed in the margin : * thus -

ce with the instructions -of the Honorable Court, noted in the mar- ~

one Department|| of Government
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© Works be directed, in preparing their

. to follow the same course in Lis accounts,
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. Thirdly.

- Collectors and Sub Treasurer,

into effect from the beginning of the next official year,

AMMI\M -

12 - Fort Saint George, Public Works Cons

———— .

u!ta;z'on of 27th April 1858. :

o~

9. Ttisalso Decessary to state that under the B
‘Subordinate accounts of this Presidency from the
directed to be made, in the orde_r‘of Government o

" of piace in those accounts, begahse 'th'e‘ Officers in
have to reride_r simple Cash accounts,

engal system of accounts to be introduced in the

ill, from and after May next,

and not Journals, Ledgers and closing entries as at present.

10. I"or reasons assigned in the Preceding paras,* and with the v

Letter from this offce t ¢ orders of the Government of India quo
* Sce also letter from this office 10 the . ..
" Secretary to Government in the Mi-  POrt, also of establishin

litary Department dated the 2nd De- all the Ace ounts,
cember 1857 No, 253,

iew of conforming to the
ted in para, 7 of this Re-
¥ and simplicity of system in
uggest as followsg,

Firstly, That the executive Officers,
estimates,

transactions,

g 'uniformit
I would beg to s

Department Public
and apart from Cash
which may be required
r estimates complete if
ing introduced the sys-
f Government for Go-

to enter therein, separately

' the amount valye of Stores*
¢ Provided theyare in a position to . . . 3 H :
krl;ow led th eyme the tite of pre. from the Arsenal. This . will render thei

paring the estimates whetner ornot  that be the object of Government in hayv

they require any Stores, and theiwr £ rchasi ;

value, . - tem of purchasing stores from the Stock ¢
vernment work, The Chief I

to enable this Department ¢
m Government Stock.

Returns, value of Stores to be received fro

Seéondly. " That Public WVdi‘ks, or any other Stores,
should be supplied on Indents approved of, under orders o
without the intervention of any Bill, or Transfer Receipt,

required from any Government Stock
f Government, by the Chief

Engineer
transaction. ‘ ;

That the Inspector General of Ordnance and magazines be instructed to issue Stores

i : : on Indent prssed as above stated, and debit the value to the head
* The head to which the Stores will ] . .
have been debited, when received ¢ Remittances of the Public Works De

from England, . : . .
vom Saen ‘ Stock*) without the production of any Bi
but a simple receipt for the Stores s

partment,” (crediting
Il or Transfer Receipt
upplied, either on the back of the Indent or otherwise.

Fourthly. That the Chief Engineer beinstructed

toexhibit the transactioninhis monthly accounts
renderéd to this Office by

crediting in seperate and distinct entries, apart from Cash, the same
: ' head, viz “ Remittances of the Public Works Department,” (to
* This head will exhibit the Stores in ¥
the hands of different Executive

meet the debit in the Ordnance accounts) and debiting the head
Officers for which they are account- . :

able. : * Stores with Engineers,*” but if the stores be of a perishable
The order of Government dated 1204 Dature,

by debiting the particular work in which jt may have
March 1857, does not clearly provide )

a head 1o exhibit the storca'in the PEEN CONSumed, the Chief Engineer should also exhibit at the
possession of Engineers nor any head

of cliarge in the Engineer’s accounts. foot of the Memorandum appended to his monthly accounts, the .
s : particulars of the Stores debited to the head ¢ Stores with En-

gineers,” with their value, in the Same manner-as is done in the Store J ournals of the Mint Mas-

fer;

.._ll.‘ .From the abov

. e simple course o
Officers who are actually

f adjustment the ‘Government_will see ¢
concerned in the

hat only two
transaction, will exhibit itin thejr accounts, The

who have no the mafter, will thus be relieved from

concern in
making entries which can be avoided, ' '

12. If Government approve of my suggestions, I would recommend that they be carriled
- Viz. st May 1858,

T

No. 6l.

- rules
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" Orper THEREOY, No. 772; dated 26th April 1838.

. ove recorded, the first is a letter from the Chief .Engineel:, subn;?tlfr:i:ts(e);
Ofthe papers S0 tmentz:d circulation providing for the receipt and issue e
of rules Propozqed for. 2851?‘ be kept in deposit in the several'Arsenals for the use 3 uxCh Tuble
every deseripron WhlcThe )rrules have received the consideration of ‘(roverm.nent Zn. ]s; h atiers
Works Départfnenb hed to them to be necessary, have been lpsefted in red in ,The e
tions and addifion® #27T d will now be circulated among the Drlstnct.Engmeers. - o
thus revised m.]d approve‘ in the first rule, which provides that mach'mery of grg.t valzxation
alteration to be noticed 00?01‘1”; by the Chief Engineer. - In Extract Minutes of ] 'ons;] stion,
to be jseusc 20 Inden'ts de'sse4-60 it has been already decided that all Stores Iodge' m(1 et A
dated 12th Mareh 1807" T ’a ment of their stock value; and a cour.se was pointed ou "
can only be Obta]?ed On(I; }{'n with actual cash. It would be irregular, to adop.t. e
o bo effected withont 02t %x Chief Engineer, in the case of Machines Qf great \’alug,
ment PI‘OPOSEd e in i‘espect to ordinary Tools obtained by the

senals,
this was t o
. l' le of a Just ) ) <
p”c{]ctopadhere to the system of cash payments,
an C A
$ 1 T Ofﬁcers' ) . . ’ -
Ergihee : he papers recorded above is an Extract from the Minutes oIf Ct‘;l}:ullt:t
. R .y R l -
2. The s‘icond iy ta:n{r)xelzxt, referring a letter from the late Mll.ltary Bga;d.J nar h 1857,
tion in the Military Dep Txtract from the Minutes of Consultation '.of 5th Janua ); ot
ter, the late Board reply to ?i ) s called for in the matter of a complaint of the Chief Eng
a e _
NO’ 15, in which an exPlaI.l?uon Z:le by the Board to Government, for the appropnat;)on of cer
‘ estion m Puhli . the connec-
ugs tion of the plant of the Department Public .\Vorks, to tl , connee
tain Iron Rails, forming por line of Railway. The Board state that, with the, Ic)lxron:mmeans o;:
tion of Vellore with the mfamshort line of connecting rail, they suggestc;d ;hePrela).l.xes\VOIks Do
, iation of a . riating the stores of the Public W
of the speedy formatiol any intention of approp 5 £ this ith-
. ) . this nature with-
effecting the object, “.'lthoutthe};nly instance in which the'y mafle a pr(;)posal i(ih th; wood of the
partment, and that this ‘g;% f Engineer.. Theact complamed. of wasP olr:;:.cw‘vork s T’)epartment,
out first Consumng. the Il:vith no intention of interfering Wn,h the , . lrr'th%- Stores intended
public service in view, anc 7 that there will be no difficulty in preserving the : :
. from para.
and as it appears

ders seem now to be required.
i ks Department, no or ‘ :
specially for the Pubhc Works Dep

. . . oot
inci hich stores should be kept,
: i t the principle on w ;
oceed o P i heretofore, all Stores
e My ;h;n 11:1:0 Works,and adrocete B ‘:.f daSSltr:%, ?:r fhose int,ended for
ilitary an¢ £ i ning distinct accounts '
both fOl‘ }Illltar} O dnance, € wlthout ope g‘ : r‘h that the latter
Lead of Or by the Chief Engineer. They say
under the genera tment, as suggested by g hey sy Bt e e
blic Works Departmens ir Office Establishment and additional. o >
ol ineregse to ther 42 ious description. They  also
plan would imvol;e;‘ andl:l‘:’;-ve rise to confusion and errors1 of da senc;t;sdisetaim lll)is}. . They ese
1d furth ived from England so as guish 1

- rooms, and wou . e Stores receive 0astod P hose e

tion of the Military service, is in fact impr
allege that the SHp¥°8 hose intended for the y j e i
for :he Public Works fronxl ts eclify in their invoices the stores spec1.a11y pro(;liedb P ot
the Honorable Court léwdzr fhese circumstances the Governmfant will not b1§ L'l’l;m" o practies

Works Departnen t r;served by the Ordnance Department in regard to bringing

nt o
stated to be at prese

the Stores received from England.

neer, regarding the su

4. Lastly,

: ' Department Public
ices. That portion of the rules which relates to the Dep
ious services. b
Stores for variou

t S ith the
' ief Engi d to have also met with
by the Chief Engineer, an P

forks, | havo been agecC 19 upon the orders of Go-
o Stat; dhtoSu erintendiang Engineers. As these rulesare ba‘soed t gnce e oxders of Go-
concurzence o (tl f? mIt)ime to time they are now approved, and may eda p

ent issucd 70 cerned.

vemmcnthls;nspector General of Ordnance among the O(ﬁcers con
tion by the ‘

1 of Ordnance and Maga-
is ¢ from the Inspector Genera .
ird paper recorded is aletter e In . enceand Mg
5. 'I:he ttudrll priety of immediately communicating to. him ‘allh'oxr'drzrsu ;St p[here?ore s

zines, HIEMS t' ; Pf tphe ractice of transfer receipts. Agreeably to' 3&:' ‘}1] s therelore o
and the retentwr}b" secP;. bj Government affecting the Stores depIosne int (; rsenal for the

. i i ector Gen
orders that mey B¢ P i unicated direct to the Insp
\ -s Department, will be comm . : Insp : | from the
Public Works Dcpta;:)n:;e ;dditional expense required by:the Engineer Departm
Office. In respec

o by el b i ra. 5 of his
acking an i ltuded to by Colonel Balfour in para.

ey hinery and tools, a d

i d conveyance of Mac d

p 1 o

Military Board submit a printed copy of rules for observance in regard to
the Militar
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 27th April 1858.

%
letter, the Government observe that provision has been m
Chief Engineer for such charges being included in the Indent for Machines, and for the money
being remitted by the District Engineer’s to the Principal Commissary' of Ordnance in the shape
of a bill or transfer receipt, so that no special orders from Government are required on this point.

ade in the rules submitted by the

6. The fourth paper is an Extract from the Minutes of Cons
partment, referring a letter from the Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, relating to
the system of money payments for Stores issued to the Public Works Department. The report
from the Commissary of Ordnance at Trichinopoly submitted by Colonel Balfour has reference
toa requisition made by the Major G'ene_ral Commanding the Southern Division for "the supply
to the Eixecutive Engineer of the Neilgherry Barracks of a certain quantity of gunpdwder on
payment Indent, without the previous submission of a transfer receipt for the cost of the article
applied for.  As the orders of Government are quite distinet in requiring that all articles issued
from the Arsenals should be paid for before delivery, Colonel Balfour is bound to carry them
out strictly ; and the rule is xiot to be departed from except on very special occasions.

ultation in the Military De-

7. ‘The last paper is a letter from the Accountant General. He submits certain corres-
pondence between himself and the Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, relating to the
g m. . . C . ) . =

mode of exhibiting Stores in the accounts, and proposing asystem of

fadjustment in lieu of money
payments. In the first place the Accountant General recommends that the requisition made in

an Extract from the Minutes of Consultation dated 25th November 1856, for shewing the Stores

intended for the Public Works _Départment, under a distinet head, may be recalled, and that

Colonel Balfour’s proposal to enter all the Stores under one head may be adopted, with an alte- *

ration however in the heading of the account, - On various grounds assigned by Colonel Balfour
the Government have decided in para. 3 of this Extract, that no distinction need be shewn ia
Account in regard to the Public Works Stores, and that the present practice of entering them
under one head shall remain undisturbed, and this view is now supported by. the Accountant
General.  Asregards the head of Account suggested by the Accountant General viz., % Milifdry,
Ordnance, and Public Works Stores,” the _Grove_rnr_pentthink it will be better to debit Stores &c.

to the head * General Storesand Machines,” as these supplies are not confined to the use of the

Public Works and Military Departments only, but are issued to any Department of the service
which may stand in nced of them. S B ‘

- 8. The Accountant General objects to the system of actual cash payments for -the supply
of stores to the Public Works Departinent. The reasons assigned by him forhis objection are
four. Inthe first place Mr. Prendergast says that the adoption of the course prescribed in the
order of Government dated -12th-March 1857, No. 460, for the purchase of Stores of great value
by means of Bills, would entail no less than four entries in the Journals of four diflferent OfRcers.
The object however of the system of cash payments
Engineer and Ordnance Officers, and not to complicate them as the Accountant General implies
would be the case. Thus in the case of Tools and other minor Stores to be obtained for works
out of sanctioned Xstimates, all that the Engineer hasto do is to remit money to the Arsenal

and at once obtain what he wants, a previous allotment of Stores having been made by the Public

Works Department. Inrespect to Machinery? Plant, and Stores of great value, the cost of which

cannot be covered by the Estimate ofany one work, the Engineer has merely to obtain the sanc-

tion of Government for the money value,‘and then procure the articles .required by means of a

Bill on the Accountant General. As the object in view can thus be readily attained withoutin-
volving any complicated entries in '

the Books, the mere circumstance of certain entries being ne-
cessary in the accounts pf_the local Officers to represent these i)ufchasés, can be no ground for
setting aside the system. The transaction might be made even more simple by maki:“ use ofa
transfer receipt instead of a Bill on the Accountant General, - The value of the Stores ;urchased

under the sanction of (Government,.which are not debitable to .any particular work, need not
however be shewn in the accounts of the District Engineers, '

was to simplify the transactions between the

: . _ . particular work, As the salaries of
Engme:er Odficers and their esta?hshments,.as w.ell.as contingent charges, are shewn in the Col-
lectors’ accounts, under appropriate heads, so will the value of Stores appear in those accounts
under the proper head of ¢ Stores of the Public Works Department,” '

which are required to contain the

-

i e o P I P A . R P P 2 2 S i e e
e e e o

Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 27th April 1858.

-

9 The second reason assigned by the Accountant General is, that the payment system
further tends to vitiate the Financial returns prepared in his Office, inasmuch as double charges
on account of Stores will appear against ¢ the Public Works Department and Territorial charges,”
because the Stores ultimately issued on payment, will necessarily be mixed up with other cash
transactions in the Chief Engineer’s accounts. The Government are of opinion that the exhibi-
tion of a double charge can be avoided in the Financial returns, by deducting from the charges
of the different Departments the value of all Stores supplied to them from the Arsenals, and in-
formation on the point will be easily obtained from the books of the Inspector General of Ord-
nance. The books of this Officer ought of course to contain entries ot the supplies made to the
several Departments.

10. Thirdly, the Accountant General adverts to the orders of the Government of India
dated 14th August 1857, No. 3911, having reference to the mode of adjusting the charges for
convict labor supplied to the Public Works Dep:clrtment; but the Government believe that the
principle of this adjustment cannot be made applicable to the supply of Stores, as the orders re-
ferred to have special reference to Convict labor, an.d are restricted to that, asa different course
is prescribed in regard to ncaterials prepared by convicts, and supplied to the Public Works De-
partment, which are to be paid for in cash, and dealt with in the account as though they had
been purchased from any other source of supply.

11. Lastly, Mr. Prendergast states that, under the Bengal system of accounts, to be in-
troduced from the beginning of the next official year, the adjustment ordered by Government
will be out of place. The Government believe that no system o'f account. can prevent the ex-
hibition of actual transactions as they occur. There can be no difficulty in shewing in the Ac-
counts Current of the Collectors the payments that may be made on account of the value of
Stores, and the receipt of the money afferwards on aABlll or tr‘ansfer I:ecexpt. A; these repre.senta-
tions of money transactions are to be treated as boné fide Cash, no difficulty can be experienced

in bringing them to account.

12. The Government have on a careful consideration of the several points connected with
the subject, decided on more than one occasion, tha.t the system c:')f Cash payments is Simplfer than
any other, and have accordingly issued'orders that it be carried into effect. That systemis now
in force, and is reported by the Tnspector General of Ol'dnfmce to work weu and.sa.tlsfactonl.y ;
It is not therefore desirable to disturb it, unless further trial shall shew.' Fllat that it is productive

of real inconvenience.
(Signed) H. FORBES,

Acting Secretary to Government.
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‘\\ E e y k’ I‘ General Department. CIE Fort Saint George,
NN ' %::\;', , ' : R' : | ’ Accountant General's Office,
: ﬁ\ 3"% M‘% S A . No.t,y é ‘; \ /A October, 1857. A
-~ : ‘ - From /;
3 h | G. L. PRENDERGAST, Isq. .
. L Accountant General. R
" : O > IR S ) IR B i P % 9‘ Q(//,” (fyfdc»f// @‘, % ?‘ri
.. ' N e N -~ . o . ~:5"~P s ¥ . . Co i Ia
SR ERNIDTELD A < §’t§l X s crosloms) ¥ -
FINER] 5 SRUCT TSN S | N IR i ,.
VN RS N W \ "\ N i : ,
§ % [N §\ § %‘g " § g\ 4 i ' § {E v \y - F\ ' E\Q &) ﬁ: 1 In consequence of an application* from the Inspector General ¢f Ordnance .
N | 1Y N | - . *
g ¢ _g }\ 3 :K\i\\% % S t\ o3 Ra "::j ’ ﬁ\ ' E,\ ! * Dated 29th September and Magazines, I have the honor torequest that, in future, all ,
Q § § *E e ) X T3 NQ? N g\{ NN N 1857, No. 389. ' : )
RS LA \&\i\i E | ?\ . % h{\‘&; § N "K § Nl & sums which may be paid into your Treasury by parties pur-
> ' & & W 8 ) N
%z\ } N §\\ i ;\‘E \Es % RQ& %?g\l\ § ' %Q‘ i§ N ‘ chasing Stores, &c. from Ordnance Officers, may be credited in
) ~ 4 ! . . N N s\ X\ . .
‘\Q RS : 39 R E & 8N \3\ 1S \% 3)\ N 1y | T Whose duty it willbe o your Accounts to Military Beoks,” and receipts granted by
§' ?? ;T \s\ a \Q&'\ N\ 3] Q hand over the R t J Y
& § (" ) 3 '& 1S \E N \E D N \ \ ?\ !I the Ordnance Oﬁeicegis v :
3\ i E} S\\\ % & i\ §\§\ ~ % ?\; E %\) \ Q D N 1 o cers. you to the said parties,'f n the form hereto annexcd, in favor
““\‘ Y § ? % X Q § % § §\ 8 % ' X} : - % i i of the Ordnance Auditor, who is in charge of the Accounts of the Ordnance De-
R N N A AT N R | N ~
BEERE L { ¥ N & N partment.
e . e - . - <. - v . ) ' -f‘ ‘ i -
& | $ 2.0 No Bills are hercafter to be granted by ycu on this Office, for such sums,
! J . T .
E ] in favor of the Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines.
A I have the honor to be,
/2 | Sir, |
B Your most obedient servant, : -
Y / . '
APk a 7z /4/5%,.M;/,%
* | A (h ) e g 7
Mwﬁ—j ? Accountant General. ‘
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( Name of the place.) ( » ~»33 Cr}npaan quees 000 0 9
date —
No. 00
' Received in Cash from the sum of Company's
Rupees 000 0.0 to be placed to the credit of the Ordnance Auditor, on account of Military Stures
scld by the Commissary ‘of Ordranceé at v t;mffut?é?;t dated o . ' : :
passed by the Inspector: General of Ordnance on the 1
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Teevenue Department. ‘ ; Y
Tort S amt George,” ‘

/b Setober, 1355

No. fﬁ Accountant General’s Office, o

e

From .
G. L. PRENDERGAST, Fsy ,
Accounlant Generak. : - .f A
To ' '
Captain G..W. RUSSELL, ¥
Paymaster, Suul/wrn Divistvin, - ' A
- Trichinopoly.
Sir, '
unication addressed to you by the Civil Auditor

It appears {from a comm
under dat

¢« A copy of which was
fumislhzd to this Office. ’\Ionthly Accounts Cm‘rent
you to the Civil Auditor.

ntinue sending simil

o the 24th July last,® that the Duplicate of the lp—.
T
2

for Advances mdde to you by

I have the ‘ ~
. ! oy
i A

d to be furnished by

i1l have the goodness to disco ar returng

Collectors, arc continue

honor to request that you w
to the Civil Auditer n futuxc——as Lhe does not require them.
: seed
I have the honor to be, \
Sir, : g
oL
; . Your most obedient serv ant, Cos
. ;
(Signed) G G. L. PRI‘\DI‘I.GAGT E(
, ~ Accountant Gencral. : x
(True Copy-) I
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