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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation.of 20th April 1858.
WW

No. 142.  Read the following letter from Major E. LAWFORD, Superintending Engineer
v Southern Circle, in charge of Central Office of P. W. ; to H. FORBES, Esq., Acting
Secretary to Government, dated 19th April 1858, No. 9122, :

.

Sir,
In acknowledging the receipt of Extract Minutes Consultation No. 693, dated 15th April
1858, I have the honor to request the attention of Government to the following remarks before
I direct the District Engineer to carry on the investigation ordered in Para. 8 of the order quo-

ted above.

2. The Government have evidently misunderstood the case of the Sub Overseer Streenevassa

Naick who was stated by the Collector after an investigation by the Tahsildar to have been pre-

) sent in a certain village when a riotous assault was made on that Officer in order to stop a Public
Work, and to have abetted the rioters in their opposition to its execution.

3. The District Engineer made no further enquiry into the matternor did the Chief En-
gineer consider himself entitled to call in question what was apparently a Magisterial decision,
and on such grounds coupled with my knowledge of Streenevassa Naick's indifferent character his

dismissal was ordered.

4. Sub Engineer Maitland was never openly accused of any offence except that of ad-
dressing a Tahsildar improperly, and was not near the place during the riot, and so far ftom
evincing any sympathy with the Sub Overseer, he had charged him with encouraging the people
in opposing the work proposed by himself. ' .

5. The Collector’s suspicion of the Sub Engineer was clearly unwarrantéd by any thing
placed on record and though adopted at the time by the District Engineer, was not communi-
cated to Mr. Maitland who remained in perfect ignorance of any charge against himself which
Streenevassa Naick certainly could not have done.

6. The Chief Engineer’s remarks on the irregularity of the District Engineer in sending
up a charge which he had not investigated more such as should have led Major Birdwooll, (who
had full authority) to make some enquiry if he had still considered the sub Engineer guilty, but
it is to be inferred that this was not the case as Mr, Maitland was placed in charge of an execu-

tive range in January last.

) 7. The Government will thus perceive that there is no ground for the reflection they have

considered it right to cast on the Head of this Department in the imputation of partiality and

- it is difficult to see how the Chief Engineer’s duties can be properly performed under such a
public stigma, and evident want of confidence.

8. The application for Streenevassa Naick’s dismissal was based on a judicial enquiry ;
the refusal to receive charges against Mr. Maitland while he was ignorant of them was an act of
- simple justice, and if there is anything in the tone of Colonel Faber's reply to which exception
can be taken it must be ascribed to that course so derogatory to him, which the Government

‘ thought proper to adopt.
y 9. That the extraordinary interest shewn in this case has not arisen so much from anything
on public record as from private information, tending to disparage Mr. Maitland’s character. I
cannot doubt, and I think it would be far better that such grounds of suspicion as may exist
should be openly stated and investigated than that they should be allowed to prejudice the pro-
ceedings of the Chief Engincer. :

10. It is impossible to avoid contrasting the dismissal of the Lock Monigar of Permal Coil

‘ ) _ after fifteen years service for simple neglect of duty, with the
E‘J;:;g‘;{‘&’?:ﬂi‘;‘;;“‘fgg';_“I’?"' 167,  difficulties raised té the removal of a Sub Overseer for such con-
duct as Streenevassa Naick’s. In the former case the Collector

dismissed an old servant without any intimation to Government, and when the fact became known
no defence was admitted, while the Chief Engineer has failed to obtain the power of striking off
the list of public servants a man who has long ceased to do duty or draw pay on account of fla-

grant misconduct judicially investigated.
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 20th April 1858,

11.  If the Government should still determine on re-o
it will be necessary that the District Engincer should be fu
ings on the Tahsildar’s enquiry.

pening the subject herein reported on,
rnished with the Magistrate’s Proceed-

No. 143. ORDER THEREON, No. 711 ; dated 20th April 1858,

Before proceeding to pass orders on the foregoing communication,
resolves to call upon Major Lawford to explain more fully the meanin
his letter in which he informs the Government that he cannot doubt
terest shewn in the case of Sub-Engineer
arisen so much from any thing on
rage Mz, Maxtlands character,

the Governor in Council
g of the 9th paragraph of
that the extraordinary in-
Maitland and Overseer Streenevassa Naick, has not
public record, as from private information tending to dispa-

(Signed) . FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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