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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 2Cth April 1858.

No.77.  Read the following letter from Colonel C.E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to H.
FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 17thMarch 1858 No, 8199.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Extract Minutes Consultation- No. 350,
dated 2nd March 1858, which calls for a report on the system adopted in the Madras Presidency
in the performance of certain duties similar to others now performed by the Bengal Engineers,
bat belonging properly to Barrack Masters, or to the Officers of the Quarter Master General,
or of the Commissariat Department.

2. Inreply T have the honor to state, that the duties in question have been performed in
this Presidency either by the Commissariat Department or by the station staff Officers, and I
trust they ever will be.

3. The District Engineer of Trichinopoly was lately called upon to perform duties not
hitherto performed by members of this Department, and this gave rise to a reference to the
Quarter Master Geueral of the Army, who has agreed to define the duties of this Department as
those ¢ which require the submission of estimates or bills to the Central office of Public Works.”

4. T take this opportunity of requesting the sanction of
. ter Mast . . .
'tl;)‘;tk‘:_m%';f;'n;.;s g;te%egf}:"i‘gf Government to the adoption of thisregulation, and do myself the

bruary 1858. . r to forward copy of the correspondence® whi
From Do. No. 12 dated 22ad Febru~ },lono Py . . P ich led to the
ary 1858. simple rule above transcribed being proposed and agreed to by

Army Head Quarters.

Letter from Colonel C. E, FABER, Chief Engineer ; to Colonel F. A. REID, Quarter Master
General of the Army, dated 8th February 1858, No. 7272,

Sir,

With reference to the Deputy Quarter Master General’s letter of the 15th January 1856,

No. 127, T beg to refer you to the orders of Government contained in E. M. C. 4th September

1856, No. 1581, P, W. D. from which it is to be inferred, that

the D. P. W. has no concern with the supply of mats and blinds,

Vi;i)i z;nlli)é:elt;e;; No.1178, dated 30th nor of house or office furniture to any department whatever, nor

: consequently with the repair of these articles, nor still less with

their removal from one building to another, a duty which appearsto have been required of the
District Engineer’s Subordinates in Trichinopoly.

Vide page 375, of C. 0. Book,

2. The general principle to serve as a future guide in such cases appears to me to be this.
«¢ If estimates or bills for the works or duties in question are required by the rules of the De-
¢ partment to be submitted to the Central Office of Public Works, then such are within the
¢ province of the District Engineers Establishment to perform ; but if otherwise, either the
¢¢ Ordnance or Commissariat Department, or the Officer in charge of the station buildings, should
¢ do what is required.”

3. Ihope youwill concur with me in thinking, that by thus being guided by the prece-
dent of former practice, a safe line of procedure cannot fail of being eliminated in each case as
it arises.

Letter from Colonel F. A, REID, Quarter Master General of the Army ; to Colonel C. E,
FABER, Chief Engineer, dated Bangalore, 22nd Februray 1858, No. 12.

Sigr,

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter No. 7272, of date 8th Instant, regarding the
duties which properly belong to Executive Engineers of Divisions &e., I am instructed by the
Commander in Chief to say, that he concurs with you in the rule laid down, and His Excellency
has directed the same to be made known tv all concerned.

ey b
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