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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 20th April 1858, *.

Read the following letters.

No. 45. From Major E. LAWFORD, Superintending Engineer, S. Circle in charg; of
Central office of Public Works ; to H. FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Govern-
ment, dated 29th March 1858, No. 8566.

Sir,

In acknowledging the receipt of Extract Minutes Consultation No. 528, dated 24th March
1858, I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of Government, that the District
Engineer of Tinnevelly has been ordered to confirm immediately and implicitly to the instruc-
tions conveyed in para. 6.

9, But it is incumbent on me to point out that in Extract Minutes Consultation No. 519,
dated 23rd Idem, the Government declared their unwillingness to give any orders on Lieutenant
Haokins' complaint of the inefficiency of the Goomastah employed in his office owing to igno-
rance of English, and as that Officer has very extensive accounts to keep, his retention of such
a person is considered by the Chief Engineer wholly incompatable with the due discharge of his
duties, and the District Engineer has been directed to provide an efficient man in the room of the
said Goomastah.

3. The District Engineer of Tanjore has reported the disqualifi-
N‘i-sggov dsted 20th Mareh ¢aei0n of several of the Collector's Goomastahs transferred to his De-
) partment, owing to their ignorance of English, and has shewn that the

accounts cannot be properly kept under such conditions.

4. 1In fact either the Subordinates under whom these Goomastahs are employed must keep
English writers besides, or they must become Copyists themselves, to the prejudice of their
" professional duties.
5. The Government appear to have overlooked the fact that most of the Goomastahs are
old men, brought up in a system essentially different from that which is now established, and

generally incapable of unlearning old, or learning new principles of account.

6. That they have hitherto bgen retained in some Districts is not because it is ¢ perfectly
feasible,” but because it is ordered, and on the same ground their removal from their situations
in Tanjore is impossible ; but the Goverament cannot fairly look for correctness and punctuality
in accounts from Officers who are compelled to employ mea they declare to be imcompetent,

_ but whom they would otherwise most willingly retain on their establishments,

—

from Lieutenant W. C. PALMER, 4th Class Executive Engineer; to Major W. J.
BIRDWOOD, District :Engineer. dated Camp Ellattoor, 19th February 1858, No. 79.

S1r,
In reply to your letter No. 454, of 1858, I have the honor to inform you that I find the
foldowing Gomastahs lately attached to the Collectors Department and now under my own and

.

in? subordinates orders incompetent to perform the duties acquired of them viz.
Bauboo Row Sub Overseer 2nd Class 3rd Grade.
Soobfamony Row Goomastah in my office establishment.
Sashagree Row Ditto in that of Ove.rse(;r Koelmeyer.

‘ Lutchmana Row Ditto Assistant Overseer Rungasawmy Naidoo.

~e

pentry, or road making and he is totally unable to survey, level, or draw Plans. In all the re-
quistes of & Sub Overseer therefore he is so incompetent as to be useless.

0. PBauboo Row is a good Tamil Accountant but has no knowledge of Bricklaying, Car-

3. The three Goomastahs, Soobramony Row Shashagree Row and Lutchmana Row are
also from their want of knowledge of English unable to perform the duties required of Goomastahs
in the office Establishment. All the accounts, reports, returns and correspondence with the
higher and controlling authorities of the Members of the grades entitled to office establishments

have to be prepared and written in English. Their Books also must be kept in that language and
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No. 46.

Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 20th April 1853.

prepare estimates and bills in English which are very heavy during the

ently obliged to employ an English writer paying for the same

(Signed) W. J. BIRDWOOD, Major,
District Engineer Tanjore.

From Major E. LAWFORD, Superintending Engineer in charge of the Central
office of Public Works ; to H. FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government,

dated 31st March 1858, No. 8GGl.

SIR,
With reference to Extract Minutes Consultation No. 519, dated

1 Copy of letter from Dis- gg, - .
triei Fngineer Chingleput, 23rd March 1838, 1 have. the honor to submit copy of a lett.er fro.m.the
Nor. 2010, dated 20thMarch  District Engineer of Chingleput, and beg to be favored with Distinct
orders on the subject of Goomastah Vencata Nursoo Puntooloo’s being

1858.
1 Copy of Extract Proceed- : h
Executive Engineer’s office, for the duties of

K;g :l‘;°°l§55§6' dated 26th  petained in the Assistant
axc hd - . 3
which be is declared to be totally unfitted by his ignorance of English.

t Moberly, consequent on the receipt of the

2, A copy of my instructions to Lieutenan
d while I exceedingly regret the necessity of

~e

orders above quoted, is herewith submitted, an
obtruding on Government, a subject they consider too trivial for their attention. I see no way
r orders of the 24th March 1858 No. 528 or suffering

of avoiding it, except by disregarding thei 8 No. 528 o
the continuance of a man ia the service, who cannot perform the duties his situation involves.

A. S. MOBERLY, District Engineer of Chingleput; to Colonel

Letter .from. Lieutenant
dated Camp at Guindy 29th March 1838, No. 2010.

C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer,

SIR, . _
I have the honor to inform you, that T have transmitted to Lieutenant Hankin, a copy of
No. 519 of the 23rd Instant, forwarded with your Memoran-

Extlact !‘Iluutes Of COIlsultathl‘l
du“‘ t‘o- 8\)~6 Of the nGth Instant, as none O th (8] d L aranr (Joomasta 818 efﬁ(nent eno“ﬂ'h
’ f e l I T h n“t h

for the purposes required, none of them being ab.le to read or write English, I have desired him
to entertain a man competent to assist in the duties of the office.

the honor to request, you will inform me, what is to be done with Vencata
Goomastah at present attached to Lieutenant Hankin’s office he was
formerly a Talook Goomastah and has been employed since }\Tovember 1837, his age is.about
fifty in my recommendation roll of Sub Overseers, 1 efxterecl hl.m z'md Vencata Row, who is now
attached to Mr. Bigger's office, at the botton of 'the list, as being both of them healthy and wil-
ling I did not recommend their dismissal, as I did Runga Row and Sashagery Row, although

1 did not consider them fit for any higher place than that I assigned to them.

2. I have now
Nursoo Puntooloo, the

the establishment on lst August last, these men were struck off';
Lxtract Minutes of Consultation No. 1539, of the 11th
n the Executiv Engineers office &c. and others as vacancies

occurred agreeably to these postive orders of Goverment, I sent Vencata Nursoo Puntooloo to
Lieutenant Hankin, and Vencata Row to Mr. Biggers, although I knew they would be of little
or no use and from my letter No. 1827 of the 22nd Ultimo, you will observe my opinion was
confirmed, as I therein informed you, that both Lieutenant Hankin and Mr. Biggers complained

that they were of no use.

3. On the reduction of
but were ordered by Government in
August last to be re-employed, some1

e now ordered that Lieutenant Iankin be suppiied with an effici-

Nursoo Puntooloo, I beg your instructions as to what pay Venca-
m merely to strike him out,

4, As Government hav

ent man, in place of Vencata
¢ *Nursoo Purtooloo isto get, and how itis to be paid; or ifla

a+d inform him, that it is done by orders of.Government.
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Saint George, under, date the 26th March 1858, No. 8526

Read the following Extract from the Minutes of Consul

Observes with reference to the difficulties atate
Lieutenant Hankin of the Chingelput District, in the eon.
duct of the duties of his office, that Government, cannot I
undertake to make all internal arrangements of the Qffice’s

on that th

Her [ = Jn &
of District Engineers, and reiterates the opini o |>( ¢ enter 23rd March 1808: No. 019-)
Ppay of Sturekeepers cannot be reduced, J

tation P, W, D.
d to exist by\

going order No. 519, dated 2
place an efficient Goomastah
suffer by the employment o

(A true Extract.)

3rd March 1858, to request
» under Lieutenant Iankin,
fan incompetent person.

(Signed) E.LAWFORD, Major,
In charge of C. C.

——————

OrpER THEREON, No. €92 ; dated 1501 April 1858,
In the first of the above letters, the Superintending En
the Central Office, informs Government that the District

rected to conform immediately and implicitly to the instructions conveyed in para. 6 of Extract
Minutes of Consultation 24th March 1858, No, 528, regarding the re-employment of some of the
Goomastahs lately dismissed in that District o the score of inefficiency. He also points out
inboth letters that, as Government in Extract Minutes of Consultation 23rd Idem declared their

nt Hankin’s complaint of the inefficiency of his
Goomastah, and as that Officer has Very extensive accounts to keep, the District Engineer of
Chingleput has been directed to provide him with an efficient man in his room. A similar com-
plaint by the District Engineer of Tanjore of the disqualification of the Collector’s Goomastahs
transferred to his Department is brought to notice in para. 3 of the above letter.

gineer Southern Cirele in charge of
Eugineer of Tinnevelly has been di-

2. It was not the intention of Government in Extract Minutes Consultation of the 23rd
March, regarding Lieutenant Hankin's Goomastah, that he should be dismissed, but that the
District Engineer, or failing him, the Chief Engineer should make such an arrangement of the
office servants in the Division as would give Lieutenant Hankin’s a Gioomastah that better suited
him, while the man he objected to was placed elsewhere.

3. The Government are unable to admit that men who have spent their lives in keeping

sented to adapt themselves
epartment Public Works,
and often occur ip his Re-
t to dismiss al] the Goomas-
t are convinced that there is

to any change of system that may have been introduced in the D
Changes of system occurred when the Collector had the Marahmut,
venue Cutcherry, but it has never yet been necessary on that accoun
tahs and entertain a wholly new establishment, and the Governmen
no real necessity for such a measure now.

4. The Government would be better pleased if the views they have so frequently enunciat-
ed on this matter received support from the Central Office, instead of, as has been too much the
case, arguments being constantly adduced in opposition to them, .

(Signed) H. FORBES,

Acting Secretary to Government,
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