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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 13th April 1858.

s - —

No. 58. " Read the following letter from Colonel C. E.. FABER, Chief Engineer; to H.
FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 9th March 1858, No. 795,

Sir, . . :
. With reference to Extract Minutes Consultation No. 339, dated
Le;f:;rf:r'y llg‘;‘;"d“‘ed 2t 95d March 1858, I have the honor to submit an estimate of the expénse'_
} gls?g;m& of repairing and improving the Casaveram annicut, across the River
’ Corteliar, in Chingleput District amounting to Rupees (10,100) ten
thousand and one hundred, accompanied by a letter from the District Engineer, in explanation

of certain points noticed in my former report to (;i vernment, dated 19th February 1858,

No. 7501, P

2. Lieutenant Moberly justifies himself from my remarks, on the apparent faultiness of
construction, by pointing out the unusual site sele_cted by the late Civil Engineer 4th Division
for the work, and there is no doubt, that the objections are just, but they should have been
urged before Lieutenant Moberly commenced the work ; and under the condition of adopting the
site fixed by his predecessor, the District Engincer should have adopted measures for rectifying
the bed of the river, for the safety of the works. ;

3. While admitting therefore, that the responsibility of “sclecting an unfavorable site, and
of neglect in the execution of the works, does not after this explanation attach to Lieutenant
Moberly, I cannot acquit that Officer of inattention to the obvious professional means of re-
medying the original defects, which should have suggested themselves after the first inj urics
were sustained, in the monsoon of 1856. '

4. It appears that the measures now in progress under the Superintending Engincers orders,
will promote the security of the works, which however will demand annual inspection and careful
management, whilst the measures themselves will require the best workmanship and materials,
and altogether more cluse attention and Supervision than appear to have been hitherto given.

Letter from Lieutenant A, S. MOBERLY, District Engineer of Chingleput; to Colonel C. L,
FABER, Chief Engineer, dat"a Camp at Guindy, 21th February 1858, No. 1845,

Sir,

I have the honor to forward the accompanying estimate for Rupees 10,100 for repéiring the
damage done to the Casaveram Annicut and subsidiary works prepared agreeably to the instruc-
tions of Major Lawford; the accompanying survey will shew the cuts proposed to be made:
these works are being proceeded with agreeably to Major Lawford’s orders. ‘
report No. 262 of the 16th Instant; the dam across the Corteliar river is of brick in chunam on
a foundation of rough stone in chunam this was according to Captain Collyer's estimate as Mr,
Goodchap was able to pick up a few cut stoue in the neighbourhood at a not much greater price
than the bricks and it was sufficient for the length I gave orders to him to put it on as a coping.
Major Lawford appears to have made this mistake in consequence of the foundations’ aprons,
and also the Calingulah being of Rough stone in chunam.

3. With reference to Extract from your Proceedings No. 7500 of the 19th Instant forward-
ing copy of Major Lawford’s report with a transcript of your letter to Government No. 7501 of
the 19th Instant, and calling upon me to report on the causes of the accident, I have the honor
to state that after a careful perusal of Major Lawford’s report I can see nothing which should
lead you to suppose “ that there must have been defective workmanship or materials or profes-
sional management generally” and beg that that Officer, who has had great experience in these
kind of works, may be called upon to state his opinion as to whether the workmanship or ma-
terials be at all bad, or if he thinks the management has been defective.

4. During the heavy fresh in November 1856, the annicut, when only newly built, was not
much injured, only a few of the upright stones being upset, and I think this proves that neither
the workmanship nor materials were bad ; the damage then was almost entirely confined to the
bank between the Annicut and Calingulah, the West wing wall of Calingulah was quite exposed
by the breach and yet was not injured ; the breach was filled up in the beginning of 1857, and

2, I would beg to point out 3 slight mistake that Major Lawford has made in para 3 of his
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tevetted with stone and two gromns were also placed so ag to keep the set of the river off the west 1 ! '
wing wall; the earth for filling the breach was brought from the Opposite side of the channel
and some of the Projections were cut off, but as sufficien

t quantity, iy Major Lawford's opinion,
e portion marked yellow in the Plan hes been estimated for accord. i

amage has been cause
requiring to be cleared so tha j ‘
- come fairly upon the Annicytg from what he pointed out to ne and my Previous knowledge of
the set, which has changed since tlie Annicuts were built, T quite agree, but at the same time ag
I am called upon for my opinion I beg to state, with all dye deference to Captain Collyer who
planned and estimated for these Annicuts, that I think the Casavefam Annicut instead of being
placed at the end of a long bank, should have been placed aboyt half a mile lower down which
would have saved the Decessity of the long bank.
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On the 19th February last, the Ch;
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