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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 14¢h December 1858, .

MWW ,

“No. 14 Read the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel E. LAWFORD, Ofﬁciati;ig |

_Chief Engineer; to the Secretary to Govemm\ezx{t, dated 12th October 1858, No.
4419, S . . R U

Siz,

" I have the honor to submit for the sanction of Government, an estimate amountiﬁg ;o CL
Rupees (2,750) two thousand seven hundred and fifty, providing for laying down 9inch Cast -

L Iron-Pipes, on ~t§m plan of an inverted syphon, for conveying ’
" water across, the Elk-Hill cutting, or sunken Road, between "'~ '

1 Copy of letter. -
Ootacamund and Conoor, on the Neilgherry Hills,

2, The Estimate sanctioned on the Gth of October 1853, for’openiﬁg out this cut i'riéhidea |
an item for Iron Piping for conveying the water across it,.for the supply, of two Houses called

s Elk-Ilill-House” and “ Shoreham,” formerly the property of Mr. Norton, Advocate General,
: to whom the sole right in this stream, was granted by Govern-

+ Major General Dowker, 9"“’“‘ ment, and ‘restoring to the present owners® of these Houses,
b 4

tadlield.
their right in the supply, which bad been cut off, on the forma-

tion of the Sunken Road or Elk-Hill cutting, as it is now called ; the money, however, was
all expended on the cutting and no permanent piping was laid down ; it wag afterwards consi-

dered advisable to set up a temporary Lattice Bridge an item for which was included in the -

amount viz., Rupees 10,200 sanctioned by Government in Extract Minutes Consultation dated
14th September 1855 No. 538 for widening the cut to convey the water in an open pipe or
trough across, ull it was determined what quantity would be required for the supply generally

of the Houses to the South of Ootacamund for the investigation of which Project the Collector

of Coimbatore had received sanction to the amount of Rupees 400; the Lattice Bridge was
built, but I am sorry to say, failed ‘on account of the subsequent widening of the cut, destroying

its rclative proportions of length and depth, and the supply was consequently cut off. .
3. Notwithstanding the previous failure, Govermuent again in Extract Minutes Consulta-

" tion No. 1837 under date the 11th July 1857, sanctioned an Estimate amounting to Rupees

300 (simply as an act of justice) for restoring the supply of water cut off bya Government
work ; This estimate proved insufficient to accomplish the object in view, on account of the
rise in prices of labor and materials; a Carpenter at Ootacamund demanding at that time (when

the consteuction of the
receiving 8 annas per diem with Batta.

4. As therefore the owners of these 'two Iouses have had their supply of ;vater fvronrll this

stream entirely cut off, (by the execution of a Govermment work) the sole right to which,
. . ® 3
having been originally granted by Governwent, to Mr. Norton, the former Proprietor of the
House, I would beg most strongly to recommend the accompanying estimate for sanction

involving, it may be said, rather a large outlay, but which I'believe will at once render justice

to the owners of these two Houses and accomplish the Government intention of providing for a
o

supply of water generally to the Houses on the South of Ootacamund ; this I believe will -

result in a permanent gettlement of all disputes on the subject, and all further trouble to Go
vermment. It would be only fair though, that such an advantage to the Inhabitants on the

South side of Ootacamund, should be accompanied, by some small return to Government, under R
td R ¢

Jackatalla Barracks had been ordered) 1 Rupee per diem, at Jackatalla -

o
e

L 3
Pk

the head of a fixed-water rate, Le amount of which might be settled by the Collector and -

District Engineer. - \ ‘

Cttes from WILLIAM FRASER, Fsq, Acting District Engincor of Coimbatare; to the "'

Chief Engineer, dated Coimbatore £9th September 1858, No. 138.

Sir,

’

General Dowker and Colonel [ladfield of Ootacamunc'l’lately addrés;ed the’ Colljeét;)r on:

the subject of the cutting off the supply of water from their Houses by the Elk-Hill cutting,

2. They applied to the Collector previously to laying their case before Government, and |

the Collector brought the matter before me, aud thus I have the honor of again addressing you
un the subject, : : ‘ g you



PTT E  n —y rtemgren

~ Fort Saint George, Public Works Congyj,

. . MM * r
\ nidation of 1444 December 1834,
o ' M .
= 3. Itis quite clear from the

statements they ake thag Elk-Hill- oy

hE stream severeq Ly the Elk-Fjy cutting,
4, The lands were granteq by

© Norton and there is little doubt but

e and Shoreham- .
", House are entitled to water from ¢

torge
that the right to the Water course wag granted also, at 411
events the right was admitteq by the fact thay General Dowke

~ from the time of the cutting of the sty

. loss of the water.” e was paid nothj

© 5. On the Hth July 1857 a

charge of the Neilgherry .
e of 1,200 upees the materiylg for which were
partly prepared, o ‘ . ;
6. About Rupees 277 were spent of the‘pro;‘msed temporary Measure, but ¢he balance of
the 300 Rupees would not complete i, o ‘

. 7. You disapproved of the timber syphon ang y

ecommendeq 4 metal op
- 8. A metal syphon is no doubt the best, way to éarry the water dcros
* probably be great delay in Betting the pip

9 cast and it woylg cost much
syphon which if Properly made of Proper tnnbex" woul

we, '

» Resume payment of wator-men
Rupees per month or

‘B, Complete the tem

~ Rupeesor *

€ instead,

3y

9. What are we to do, sha]]

-

for General | Dowker ang Coloner Hadfelq 4 about 30
Porary plan of carrying:

8. Construct a timber syphop ot 1,2

00 Rupees or
Order Pipes for a megy

-

syphon, nine Juch Pipes would do apg about 200 feey would b
required, - . o :
10. T would vecommend the construction ‘of 4),e Permanent gy
.. is probable that jf General Doy

ker and Colone] Ha,

Were given, they woulg not seek payment for water.

Orper THEREON, No. 2660 ; dat

| stter, the Goverpme
in the Budget Statement No. 2 of 1839-60, the e
+ down 9 inch ¢gg

dmounting tq
t lron‘pipes for conveying wage, across the Lk Hill ¢
" the two houses called Elk mip Houge and Shorghgp, at
- es well ag tg the houses ge;

At sanctipp for en,

amund 10
Property of Generyl Dowker

(Signed) W, H. BAY

LEY,
‘ Acting Secremry 0 Governpens.
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