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*  Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 14th December 1858. .

——

No. 7. Ordered that the following letter be despatched.

From W. H. BAYLEY, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George; to
Major R. STRACHEY, Officiating Secretary to the Government pf India, D. P, W,,
dated 8th December 1858, No, 2656.

Sir,

A question has arisen whether on an Officer in the Department Public Works returning
from leave or from other duty, and rejoining his appointment in the Department, the Officer
nominated to officiate for such returning absentee, or the latest appointed Officer in the same De=
partmental Grade should be required to vacate.

2. Tke Government have given their careful consideration to the subject, and are disposed
to the opinion that the Officer last appointed to the Grade should vacate, but before adopting
any rule at this Presidency in accordance with the above view they request the favor of being
informed of the praetice which obtains in this respect in Bengal and the North Western Pro-
vinces, and whether any difference is made in the case of either Officer being in the Corps of
Engineers as distinct from an Officer of the Line, employed in the Department, or whether the
arrangement is affected by the expediency of retaining an Officer in charge of a Circle in whith
he has acquired extensive experience,
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