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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 7th December 1858.

Read the following Extract from the Minutes of Consultation in the J udicial De-
partment, dated 27th November 1858, No. 1675.

No. 148.

With a view to assist the inhabitants of Salem in their ef-\
forts, to improve the sanistory condition direct that the .
surplus Pagoda Fundsin Sulem, be invested in the 5 per . . . .
cent, Loan, and that from the interest thence accruing a \(Vide Judicial Consultation, 30th November
certain sum be placed yearly at the disposal of the sanitory } 1838, Nos. 13- 14._)

Association for cleansing the town of S8alem. Resolve also I
to call on the Collector and District Engineer to furnish l
estimate of the cost involved in certain projects referred to.

No. 149, ORDER THEREON, No. 2649 ; dated 7th December 1858.
Ordered to be communicated to the Officiating Chief Engineer for his information and

guidance.

(Signed) W. H. BAYLEY,
Acting Secretary to Government,
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JupiciaL DEPARTMENT.

No. 1675.
Extract from the Minutes of Consultation under date the 27th November 1858.

Read the following Extract from the Minutes of Consultation in the Revenue Department, dated
14th October 1858, No, 1400. ' .

Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 7th September
1858. No. 3387. Lt : . . - :

From H. A. BRETT, Esq., Collector of Salem; to G. S, FbRBES, Esq., Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George, dated Ossoor, 23rd June 1858, No. 81.

Sir,
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the fcting Secretary, Mr. Sim's letter, dated
the 3rd November 1857, No. 8738, transmitting Extract Minutes Consul-ation, dated the 14th
May 1857, No. 449, and requesting that the report called for by Government might be submit-

ted at an early date.

2. In the above Extract, the Government call upon the Committee appointed on the 10th
May 1836, to report, with reference to para. 3 of E. M. C., under date the 16th August
1856, No. 869 * on the means of improving the sanatory condition of Salem in communication
with the leading members of the Association now formed at that station for sanatory purposes.”

3. In para. 3 of E. M. C., dated the 10th May 1856, No. 493, the Government express
their desire that the Committee should report “not only on the sanatory requirements of the
town, but on the mode in which the assistance of Government could be afforded most beneficial-
ly, and in such manner as, while it effected the greatest amount of immediate improvement, would
carry with it the co-operation ‘of the people.” :

4. On the 19th May 1857, the District Engineer laid before the Committee a Memo. in
which he stated that levels must be taken and a careful and accurate survey of the whole town
and suburbs must be made and plotted on a scale of about 4 feet to the mile, before the Com-
mittee could properly discuss the details of any system of drainage. When this ‘Memo. was laid
before them, the Government sanctioned in E. M. C., dated 13th June 1857, No. 634, an out-
lay of Rupees 180 from the surplus Pagoda Funds to cover the estimated cost cf the survey and
levels. )

5. The District Enaineer, in a letter dated the 10th November 1857, No. 504, informed
the Collector of Salem that the survey and levels had been completed. In the same letter Le
writes as follows :—* I propose to drain the town of Salem by two main drains, one on each sice
of the river, the course of which they would generally follow, and each about two miles in length.
Into these two main diains all the street and house sewerage 0
conveyed by sub-drains of two or three sizes, the largest following generally the direction of the
principal thoroughfares and communieating direct with the main drains, to which again smalt
drains would run from the houses and at regular intervals from the side-gutters of the principal
streets,” He proposed to empty the main drains into the river at some convenient point below
the town, and to supply these drains with a small but constant stream of water from wells dug
in a suitable place above the tuw;l, to be worked by pumps. The District Engineer estimates
the cost of carrying out this project at between 60,000 and 70,000 Rupees. A copy of his letter

is appended to this report.

f Salem and Shevapett would be

6. TheCommittee nowbegto submit their

Note own views on the subject. They are satisfied

Mr. G. F. Fischer did not attend when the Committee . A
aureed to the report now submatted. {le has since offered that so expensive a prq}ect as the one proposed

objectione to some of the measures proposed in this report. s bl : nter-
It may be observed, however, on this point, that every mea- by d_’e District Engmeer could fwt be enter
sire may be considered as goon as the Government have in- tained by the Government. It is also doubt-

the Committee with the discretionary power referred .
::s::‘:mrl:. R v ¢ ful whether two wells would suffice to furnish
a constant supply of water to the main drains.

The plan they would recommend may be less complete in principle, but it will be within the means
which the Government are willing to devote for the proposed object. They recommend first, that the
streets of Salem should be furnished throughout with side gutters, similar to those which already
exist in some of the principal streets: and that every house should have a connecting drain with
the side gutters. They propose that the refuse thus conveyed into the gutters, should be from
time to time, conveyed away in carts. Secondly, that public privies should be built at proper
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places within or at the outskirts of the town. The Committee think that public privi irh

be tried as an experiment. The Sanatory Association have already built one of thepk. :;S: mlg t

has been found to answer their expectations. From this fact and from general infl e “thh,
Committee believe that this measure would be approved of by the people Tll_ﬂdf;rmatlon, the
tai_n stre-zets should be widened and houses which impede ventilation remov. d dur y» that cf -
being given when claimed. If the Committee should find reservoirs necess;'3 5 o
porary deposit for sewerage till removed, they would build such reservoir:«sﬂuyl,-‘as pices of teu-
. tain improvements be made in the Salem river, by filling up holes and co ﬁ‘ . ourthly, thet cer-
th.e hot season, to a small channel to be excavated in the middle of thenb ﬂdlng th.e water, during
ta‘m portions still standing of the old wall which formed the fort at Sal o itbly, that cer-
Sixzthly, that certain portions of land should be purchased and appmpriai:(;nf should be removed.
Sn(;:rllosures or yards. An enclosure of this kind: was built a few years sin 0 rmarkets and bandy
e of the Salem suburbs  expense at Shevapett* and has been found most ot the‘Government
ground now occupied for topes, plantatiori gardens and betel gdrdens ws't;,sffful. eventhly, the
cleared fmd compensation given where necessary. Eighthly, that a newlb 13 the town., should be
Salerfl rx-ver for the convenience of the inhabitants, The Committee } riege be built over the
certain site will induce the people on one side of the river to extend t;:)ep:o:B:t a n;:\v br;dge ata

~ on the other.

7. The Committee are unable to submit before-h: i ;

now proposed. The surplus Pagoda Funds form tohr: fad;(:;le::)"::tie;]i detai for

ing the cost of new works. These funds amount to Rupees 39 4{;8 t'}‘ey .

the Government will allow them a discretionary power to expe;xd ';h he Co.m

se'veral objects specified above, If the Government should accede to tla't oo o AnrYing out the

will tak.e care that the work of whatever kind which they undertakus ie;lueﬁ’ the. Committee

economical manner, and that bills shall be ultimately submitted for th: ssu::l: ::tca;lnea onin
ually expended,

all the objects
ook for defray-
mittee hope that

.8. The Committee think that voluntary contributions alone will

keeping up carts aad a scavanger establishment.  They therefore wish t}? ot suffice at present for

Funds should be expended at first towards meeting this expence, Tl *te part of the Pagoda

vernment s{xould allow from the funds for the maintenance of carts ;md - 5Ug.gest that the Go-

al sum equivalent to that raised among the inhabitants themselves for ::::ﬂiliir:ner;t, an anpu-
ject,

9. The Committee would urge i i
. ge in support of this proposal, that the G
) overny ;
tx:eated the surplus Pagoda Funds as Public revenue ; but as an accidental resou:‘ce: tfhave o
ring local bepeﬁts on the inhabitants of the district in which such funds have accumulm; (; onfer-
ated,

10. 1f any law existed under whi

. r which taxes for municipal

) pal purposes could be enforce

:(B:'ommlfltee would pf‘efer to see the funds required for local purposes raised entirely in thatd\;;the
ut under present circumstances, it is vain to reckon upon voluntary contributio 5 -

manent, or at least, a sufficient means of meeting such charges s e per

11. More than one attempt has been made to i
visions of Act XX VI of 1850. A strong resistanceml?:sc:l:}rl:yfioeil: 2§YeS: lcelm to adopt the pro-
though thg Committee are very glad to state that the efforts of the volu t: y thes.e a.ttempts i
was formed in February 1857, have been attended by no mean results n’_[‘hry Association which
by the Association up to the present date amounts to Rupees 350 .A M ¢ Lol sum collected
Secretary,shewing the operations of the Association up to fhepre; oot .date y afg;:;l grgiar;d. 1;5' the

: 3 ’ ed tothis letter,

From T. E. GAHAGAN, District Engineer of Sale
’ m; t ;
November 1857, No. 504, . 3 to the Collector of Salem, dated 10th
o SIR,
In reply to your letter, No. 114. of the 7
: « 114, of the 7th Instant, (sul)j
margin*), I have the honor to inform you, that 1 pm;ose(stl;b.]s:;:‘s f}fr
¢

*With reference to the drain; .
age of the Town of Salem,

town of Salem by 2 main drains, one on each side of the river, (the course of which they would A
ou

generally follow), and each about 2 miles in length—into these 2 main drains, all the street and
‘ ' . . ’ et an
" OF 2 or 3 sizes § the largest hou.se sewage of.' Salem. and Shevoipett, would be conveyed by sub-
following generally the di- drains;* to which again, small drains would run from the h
rection of the principal tho- - lar i Is £ s ¢ houses and at
roughfare and communica-  TEBUAT intervals from the side gutters of the principal streets. The
ting directly with the main i i : 3 3 .
ting di y o main drains would h.ave an outlet into the river at some convenient place
not less than } a mile below the anicut near Hankey’s gardens, in She’
voipett—a small but constant stream of water would flow through the main drains fr(:m well !
dug in a suitable place above the town and i ~
and worked by pumps (which can be pro
cur
land cheaply enough.) P ed from Eng-

Font M

DB e

,* Of the Town of Salem,

3

a. The cost of carrying out this project would be between 60,000 and 70,000 Rupees.

3. The Survey and Levels* for which Rupees 180 were sanctioned
by Government, (Extract Minutes Consultation, No. 654 of the 4t¢h June 1857) are now com-
pleted, but in the absence of instructions from the Chief Engineer, I have not commenced the
f an estimate and plans in detail of the scheme of drainage, ,

© {True Copy;.)

preparation o

(Signed) II. A. I%RETT. Collector.
MEMO.

The Salem Sanatory Association has been organized pursuant to a resolution of the eom-
munity of Salem, declared at a General Meeting of its inhabitants in February 1857. * The im-~
mediate object of the Association was, the devising and carrying out by means of voluntary con-
tributions, measures calculated: to improve the sanatory condition of this town. For this
purpose it was agreed at the said Meeting that a scale of rates should be levied from the proprie-

tors of houses monthly, the highest rate being 4 Annas and the lowest § Anna, with the inter-

mediate rate of 2and 1 Annas.
The management of the affairs of the Society was entrusted to a Committee of 15 members
who have been empowered to add to their number if necessary, and fill up vacancies among

them. . o

Immediately after the formation of this Society, 2 Fund was raised by donations for defray-
ing the cost of making the required number of carts and tools, as well as the expenses attend-
ing the removal of the heaps of filth and rubbish existing in different parts of Salem, preparatory,
to commencing the daily cleaning of the streets. From this source, 1,580 Rupees was realized,
of which upwards of two-thirds has been expended in buying the required number of carts,
tools, &c., providing the streets of Salem with boards, indicating their respective names, marking
numbers on houses, constructing a Depdt for the custody of the carts, tools, &c., and making a
variety of other petty improvements to the town, ‘

As the pooier classes objected to the payment of the monthly rates, they have been intro-
duced only in 3 of the 6 districts {1to which the town has been divided by Committee for the sake
of convenience. At first the subscriptions were collected for each month ; but the Committee
finding that the expenses incurred in levying them absorbed a great portion of the sums realized,
directed yearly rates to be substituted, offering at the same time a remission to the rate-payers
of one-third of the amount which they would otherwise be liable to pay annually according to
the monthly scale. By the exertions of the Native members of the Committee, about 350 Rupees
has been collected for twelve months, beginning fiom October last, chiefly from the public ser<
vants and merchants residing in the said 3 divisions of the town, as the other inhabitants were

either too poor to pay even the lowest rate or unable (in consequence of the multiplicity of -

Moturpha taxes that they pay to Government and the Mootahdars) to 'contribute any aid in
furtherance of the objects of the Association. ’ R
The other 3 districts of the town are occupied chicfly by weavers and the labouring classes.
Many of them already pay a variety of imposts designated Moturpha, some to the Salem
» Tax for kesping G o Buffa . Moottahdar® and the others to Government,
ax for keeping Cows and Bufialows. - oy : T
+ 'l;ax‘on loon;, do. on carts. do, on pots used for dying the addition of the rates Jmposed by this
cloths &c., Tundulvaree or as the term imports a tax for iati e ; -
paying th:a establishment empleyed in collecting the first . A§5001atlon was IOOk?d upon s a great bard
ship, and therefore violently resisted, conse-

mentioned imposts, - k
s T quently the managing Committee of the Associa-

tion has been obliged to abandon those divisions and confine their operations to the other .

portions of the town where the inhabitants have evinced a greater willingness to assist the Society.

Four Scavengers' carts are now working in the town, and the monthly cost of the establish-
g g y .

ment entertained by the Association amounts to Rupees 26. ‘ : -

In conclusion, the Committee direct me to add that as the above sum of 350 Rupeés has
been contributed by the public servants and merchants, they have every reason to believe that
the support will be continued for succeeding years. S o ‘

G. MOOTOOSAWMY, Chetty, Secretary.

('I"rue Copy.)

(Signed) H. A. BRETT, Collector.
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Resolved that the above letter be laid be-_
From Govt. 14th May in Con, 8rd Nov, 1857, No. 449, R. D, . :
From do. 9thin Con, 12th August 1858, No. 1096,  do. fore Government, with reference to the corres

pondence noted in the margin. !

No. 493, Judicial Department, In from Govt, 16th August In Lxtract Minutes Consultation 10th IVIa_Y

. inCon. 4th October 1556, No. 869, R. D, 1856, Government nominated 2 Committee of

gentlemen, to consider and to report on the means of improving the Sanatory condition of the

town of Salem, and to confer on the subject with the leading Members of the voluntary Associa-
tion formed at that place for carrying out the same object. -

3. The Collector now reports that the tow

and that the District Engineer’s plan of drainage

length on each side of the river,

n has been surveyed and levels of it completed,”
is to construct a main drain of about2miles in
the course of which would be generally followed, and to convey
into these the whole sewerage of the town by means of minor drains of two or three sizcs,
communicating with the houses and side-gutters of the streets. The main drains are to be led
into the river at a covenient point beiow the town, and are to be supplied with a small but con-
stant stream of water tobe raised by pumps from wells dug above the town. The District
Engineer, Lieutenant Gahagan, has not formed regular estimates of the necessary works, but
roughly calculates their cost at between 60 and 70 thousand Rupees,

4. The Committee consider this plan too expensive for submission to Gov
doubt whether the wells would suffice to supply the main drains with water.

.

ernment, and

On the expediency
. Note.—Mr. G, F. Fisher dissents from some of fheso pro- of allowing the sewerage of so large a town to

xlrlnsals,but the Committee purpose considering his objections  yyp into the river and thus convert it for the
- here after, . o . .
rest of its course into a drain, the Committee

give no opinion. Their own plans are as follows:

Ist. 'To furnish every street with side-gutters,

communicating by small drains with every
house, the sewerage thus conveyed into the former bei

ng removed from time to time in carts.
2d. To construct public necessaries at proper places.

3d. To widen some of the streets.

4th.  To improve the bed of the river,

and excavate a small channel for its waters during
the hot season.

5th. To remove the portions still standing of the old Fort wall.

One elready built at Government expense

G6tk.  To purchase land in the town for the formation of
has been fonud most usetul.

matkets and halting places for carts.

7th. To clear certain lands within the town which are now occupied with Topes, Betel
plantations, &c. compensation being granted to the owners. '
8th. To build a new bridge over the river for the co

nvenience of the people, and as an in-
ducement for the extension of the town on the side opposi

te to that now chiefly oceupied,
5. The Committee are unable to submit estimates beforehand for the det
scheme. They look to the surplus Pagoda Funds (now about Rupees
of which the expense of their project is to be defray
cretionary power in expending it,

ails of their

39,500) as the capital out

ed, and trust that they will be allowed a dis-

bills of the actual charges being subsequently submitted.

6. The scheme however involves other expenses besides the cost o
&c. proposed. A Scavengering Establishment must obviously be kep

_think that voluntary contributions alone will not meet these expenses. They propose, therefore,
that a part of the Pagoda Funds should be expended at first for these purposes, a sum equivalent
to that raised among the residents being annually allowed.

7. . Theletter of the Secretary of the Sanatory Association shew s the difficulties that bod y have
experienced. A monthly rate of payment varying from four Annas to six Pice was proposed to be
levied from proprietors of houses, but the measure was strongly opposed by the inhabitants of
three out of the six districts into which the Association divided the town, and the levy was of
necessity restricted to those quarters in which the residents assented to the schemé., The pro-
ceeds of this self-imposed tax during 12 months have been ouly Rupees 350, and this is all that
the Association can rely upon with any confidence. At the outset of their proceedings, however,
the Association collected Rupees 1,580 by donations, of which they have expended more than

two-thirds in the purchase of carts, &c. Their present operations are limited ‘to the daily
employment of four scavengers’ carts.

f constructing the works,
t up, and the Committee
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d by the
i lasses of people to the rate propose

jections raised by the poorer ¢ : d by e
8: .The 0%19039:“ their being already taxed with Moturpha both by (;roven;)m:: :]r; 3 ihe
dseo o ot a1se and the Committee report that several attfampts .ave e "
MOOtahd“‘:A ot.f XS;C:;?’ of 1850, but (as in all other parts of the Provinees) without success.
introduce AC ’ y

i i ject.
The Board will now proceed to state their own views on the subjec
9. he Bo.

i 9,500
available for Sanatory purposes from the surplus P.aguda. F unGds }is‘ o;i?'s ?;0:,7 o
10, T(lile suﬂilt is evident that the difference between it and Lleutexilant a ssgt o {)e
. . : ? m
Rupeet af‘ll ai be raised by voluntary contributions, that Officer’s 'Iff, elr;:ard présume s
estimate T B e de good from the public treasury, The
e deficiency be made g . jon, independently of the
sbandoned or tb te of theyﬁnances a special grant is out of the question, ;n'nef,:ed o ganamry
in the present 886 0t such aid is to be granted, other towns ps much i ,
consideration, w ’

. 1d not have an equal claim. - ' ‘ |

l.mpmvemen,ts’ o oposed by the Committee in supercession of Lieutenant (Eahagan ; gzie;:;
i g‘ heblt)la;:e:\’zlyp improve the condition of the town, but the Board have no

would no dou

judging whether the fu.}nds av;itlblelzvcc;uld ! |
T v o t(-) : oef pthe ;apital must be set apart to meet the expe.nse of repairs

o Sevvenaering p(:rbllzshment without which, the full benefit of the other 1mprovlem¢:)nt:
and of a Scavengf’rlxtllg ej[‘i;]e Associ;tion have evidently exerted themselves mf)St la'u.dab ¥ uh
i no't o reahz'e . e so little appreciated that they have only succeeded in raising ;noug
oy enhght:'ned Zleav::nsgers’ carts, and as these contributions are purely voluntary, the per-
to keep up four

. : i eans assured.

this small income is by nom . Board must

ey o 'th every desire to take a favorable and sanguine view of the matter, theln Sl o

13.} ‘V;t elvcn{e contemplated by Government has little prospect of success. ) a8
t that the sche

o but a small section of the le do not care and will
elsewhere‘; tu pay, for municipal improvements. The bulk of the people do
ral enough to pay,

for advantases which they do not understand, and which they have nev:}r ¥ ie:tiz(};z:gzzegf
s 8 of ¢ " by far the most numerous in every town, and so ]Q!'Tg as the ction of
This class is of course by }‘ ft dependent on the consent of a majority, their estatbhshment 1‘shxopr
Municipa.l Institutions lse:s even in England, to induce people to tax ’themselvef fmi su;ec 5:8;
less. It 1s.by no meants tlzre:re is an universal repugnance {0 any new ;mpos.t ; simply, ccnse
poses, and in this counEl')’ ean ideas it may, in principle and practical workmg{ . be i,1:1-:; erable
it is new, f'.lt.hough to ;r"'I:ted to without opposition. The mere novelty of being astei <: o
o omctves i £ B *“3 a rehend, too often considered a sign that ‘Governme.nt a;g 5& easm:Ed
themselves is, the Boar ?[?}f) Boa.rd’ have already in their letter dated 11th Apr'xl 1: : (,1 reg ied
diﬂ'e‘feﬂt - tlh‘taenfl'zitlts:; of thee Municipal Act (XXVIof 1850) throughout qns residency,
on the compie ' ' g
it is unnecessary to dwell on the subject on this occa
i 14. The unsatisfactory result of the.labours of: tl.le lSar:z:)t(;rs);t
Board trust, induce Government to reconsider the original prop
e e Mumcllfal tl')ur::l(:ls: :haracter of that tax in many respects, and the difficulty of ap-
i B ety J‘C} 1?1 as it continues a source of public revenue, the Board are full-y>aware,

plying a remedy so 't?taagxes many classes (Merchants, Shopkeepers, &c.) who otherwise ma}ce
e howe’ver’ iom. he resources of Government, although they have profitted m(')st by its
B e Dol enk the Moturpha sound in principle in a country there dl_rect.t tax.

ion is the rule, and they are also of opinion that many of the ev_ils in thfe p.racncal worlflng of
The fmp l’d be removed, if its collection were placed on a different footing. ’
e The d. however, by no means advocate the retention of the Moturpha, as such,
. 16.l TheoB::; i; :1::13:, in, cozx’sideration of its abolition in the to“.'ns at Ieahst, Gotvernnrxel?t
o ! : le to introduce Act XX VI of 1850, and :to raise by a house tax or by
e st o s ptable to themselves, provided its sufficiency and permanency be as-

Association of Salem will, the
ion of applying the Moturpha
]

any other impost more acce
sured, such a sum as may

ici es. DY .
Mumlc';Pal'II‘)::p;soard consider it hopeless to expect that Act XX VI of 1850, will ever be intio-

i i for the difficulty of applying it even if its volun-
i is Presidency in any other manner, tapply -
ducedhmto tt:r1 Sbe ;?tsered zvill be greatly enhanced by the success with which every .at_ten{pt to in
targ N a;‘:chas hitherto b’een resisted. But by refusing to remit the Moturpha until its introduc.
troduce )

e ,

suffice to carry them out, so far as to exercisea material

community are enlightened enough to appreciate, and libe-

be deemed reasonable by Government to be expended wholly for

e

Loy

e e« g

s e B ean,

o a4

T



6

tion, the Government s dl
ing a powerful inﬂuen}::‘av(emp i;}::a[\)rz:; i;:s‘:a“s“)f rectly romoving these difficulties
hended, and the Board see no reason whyez}cxil::e cpposition to the A e app
endeavouring to introduce a measure of admitted b iy
the expected deficiency of revenue was made good iﬂeﬁt-
of. the measure remains unimpugned. In liE A
w1th?ut justice, require the people, as a condii'manner \
to raise funds for their personal benefit. Th I(K} of the
{){upees per annum, and its population may beetakeomrph?
ytc?.rtam classes only, and the Board therefore thinlathzo
z;pousliftfii;::lft‘y from the entire population of the town tSat
rom those who now pa . - Such a scheme would .
pay nothing, but the Board of course meet with
purpose to meet this by extending

]

Various provisions of
ariox ‘sious of the Madras Police Act
instance, ) might be made applicahle fo (tiic:'ov% Xﬁx{l’ lst. The establishment of a ] ! Pol
: a local Police

8ome 14
Regulation™ enacted for the settlement of disput Court to b i
putes e presided over by an Uncovenanted

between master
and servant.
Performing the £ . Officer
uneti . ] ermane 4 3 3
ons of a Magistrate and Municipal olr)nmiss. ntly resident in Salem, and
ssioner.

9 .
nagemd. t 'lfhe placing the Town Police on a :
en i i
owever resting with the Commissioner of Police
‘ ce.

3do The 0]) i 0 t fs “
. enlng Ofa C urt o ma ( A\s: (4] >,
: es t dbcide cases Withiﬂ cerlain ]imits Th's
I nge!nents’ ““ght consist Of one Of th pe S \J . dgels

sitting at stated interv.
als, and with the aj j
Fiting & e aid of i

€s With no other record than the plaint andaﬁ]:c;i);:f e er v vdens fnly drpoing of
. b' |

deprive itself of these means of

h(id;;mn to o?her taxes, and the justice
. oard think the Government may

n;'eserved abolition of the Moturpha’

0(;) 0 Sal;x}:x z;\mounts to about 12 00(;
,000, e Moturpha however i vai

0. er is paid

a similar amount might be raised w‘;:l]:-

'

footi .
ooting of thorough efficiency, their control and ma-

4th. The appoi '

FLh Ppomitment 11 working .

Tagistrato as cesient (exs of 'a small orkma Committee of Rate-payers, with the Judge or

1 gl E d X fﬁcm) to carry out Sanatory improvements, collect the rates, &e., &c
> .y .

19, If Gove
. rnme , -
nt approve of the proposition the Board have thus generally suggested

the Collector mi
might be instry
. cted at o i i
Sanatory Association on the subject nes 0 sscartain the feclings of the people, and congult the
20. In this'c ' ’
a. .

Feform be again conqsiedthe Board w?ul('i advise that the District Engineer’s plans of Sanator
Rupees, and if 3 M:m'e l:ed' and estimates prepared. The sum available already is nearly 40 00())'
advance on that secy .lc1pal Fund be formed as the Board have suggested, Government m’i b

rity (to be repaid principal and interest within a certain period, say 20 yefr )

. ’ S

a sufficient sum ¢ :
o admit of : .
from the outset. a thoroughly efficient system of works being carried out systematically
21,
detail of t
subject.

The Board have j ) i
et ach have in these. Proceedings purposely avoided entering into any lengthened
me, as their object is merely to elicit the sentiments of Governme tg r:;
ut on the

22. Itse
sipal self.govﬂix:; :c: tt:\ne(;ntthat1 some earnest practical effort should be made to introduce Muni-
people in svery matt;r . <: }:'e ievethe State of thfz necessity, now imposed on it, of acting i:or the
Salem, can Lo g o1 the er of local or Ifnperlal concern. The experiment, if successful i
other large towns, while, if it fails, Government will be i’n no worse posli!:

nt, d h cver
sult m
tl()ll tlm Yese and whatev 1ts re: a be, ‘the w!ll be free to fO“OW it up else w lle]e,

23. Onthe

. other } : N .

not only is there a large :::i S:i;mb;)ﬁ';rs 2 pt;Cuharly favourable opportunity for the experiment
; 5 able for prelimi : i

appreciate the object in view, preliminary expenses, but a portion of the residents

24‘- P lna“ y asr
L] (=] t4 P p S nly the eaﬂ
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the remainder, with such sums as-can be raised locally, be employed in carrying out the plans of
the Committee. :
(A true Extract.)

(Signed) - J. D. SIM,
" Secretary.

.
ms———— ——

eration in the Judicial Department, with reference to Extract Minutes

Referred for consid
dated 27th April 1857, No. 480 (para 5), and 24th J uly 1858,

Consultation in that Department,

No. 998.
(A true Extraet.)

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Minutes Consultation Judicial Department, dated 10t
493, the Government passed orders on a letter from the Magistrate of Salem, who agreeably to
instructions, had reported * what measures are adopted for cleansing and draining the town of
Salem.” At the date of Mr. Drett's letter (15th April 1856) it seems that, beyond requiring the
householders to keep clean the roads in front of their respective premises, no system prevailed.
At one time, the Magistrate had the use of a gang of Convicts and of a considerable annual sum
derived from the District ¢ Cart Fund.” Both these privileges, however, had been resumed;
the Inspector General of Jails declining to sanction the employment of Convicts as Scaven-
gers;” and the Government having objected to the appropriation of the latter resource. '

Order.—In Extract

2. The Government adverting to the position of Salem as a rendezvous of commerce and
traffick, and to its notorious insalubrity, professed themselves willing to use the public funds in
the matter, but, before taking the question more directly into cousideration, called upon Mr.
Drett to form a Committee (to consist of the leading officials at the. station with a selection of

European and Native gentlemen) who * should report mot only on the sanatory requirements of
the town, but on the mode in which the assistance of Government could be afforded most bene-
ficially, and in such manner as while it effected the greatest amount of immediate improvement

would carry with it the co-operation of the people.”

3. About a year afterwards (during which the Com
silent) the Government disposed of an application from the
« Rupoes 12,165 per sunum.  ciation.” This body asked first,
handed over to them ; and secondly, that tbe Surplus Pagoda Funds,
pees 40,000, should likewise be vested in them, for the purposes of their Association..” The Go-
vernment declined to accede to the first request, but fully recognising the propriety of apply-
ing the latter sum towards the sanatory improvement of the town,” said they would defer passing
orders to that effect pending the receipt of the Report of the Committee above alluded to. °

4. Subsequently, on the Committee alleging that a survey of the-
ment sanctioned Rupees 180 for the purpose,

mittee as above appointed, remained
tSalem Municipal Sanatory Asso-
that the Mohturpha proceeds® be

Extract Minutes Cousulta-
hon, 4t Juns 1857, No. town was required, Govern

v :
F,xbcr;ct Minutes Consulta- and a year afterwards were enabled to communicate to the Collector the

996 24th July 1858, No. orders of the Honorable Court on the foregoing correspondence, The
Honbrable Court ¢ observe, with satisfaction, that the inhabitants of Salem have associated
themselves together for the purpose of improving the sanatory condition of the town, and ap-
prove the encouragement afforded them by Government.” _

5. 'The Collector’s report on behalf of the Committee, now submitted by the Board of

Revenue, tbrough the Revenue Department, is dated the 23rd June last. The Committee, first
of all, hand up the District Engineer’s scheme, which proposes to drain the town effectually, at a

cost of between 60 or 70 thousand Rupees.

Rejecting so * expensive a project,” the Committee submit
£ the Board's present letter, divided into eight branches.
it will be at least within the means
" They have no estimates of its cost, but hope that Government will
ower to expend the 40,000 Rupees Surplus Pagoda Funds, in car-
lves to correct accounts and thorough economy. Without the assis-
chend that even the Scavenger establishment would cease to be

their own. It will be found e‘xt
para. 4o They submit that, though
« Jess complete in principle,
ling to devote for the object.
allow them a discretionary p
rying it out, pledging themse
tance of Government, they appr

h May 1856, No. -

amounting to about Ru- .

which the Government are wil-

e Rey e
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maintained, and they pray Government to assign to this head a sum equal to that subscribed by
the people. The total collections of the Sanatory Association are Rupees 350 a year, and nope
but the officials and some wealthy merchants give towards it. '

6. The letter of the Committee has been submitted by the Board of Revenue with a coun-
ter scheme of their own ; which Is, to offer to the inhabitants of Salem the abolition of the AMoh-
turpha, on condition that they forthwith introduce Act XXVI of 1850, and raise by house tax
or other tax of a permanent nature, such a sum as may be deemed reasonable by Government,
to be expended wholly for Mounicipal purposes; and inasmuch as numbers of the people are not
immediately interested as payers of Mohturpha, they hope to induce these classes to tax them-

selves, by the establishment of a local Small Cause Court and an improved Town Police, both of -

which would be maintained from the levy made under the Act.

* With the security of a regularly constituted Municipal Fund, Government might advance

the 40,000 Rupees, (Surplus Pagoda) to the Municipality—the principal and interest to be paid
back in 20 years. )

7. If Goyernment do not concur in these views, then they suggest that a portion of the
Rupees 40,000 be vested in the 5 per cent loan and its interest g0 to keeping the town clean;
the remainder, with local subsecriptions, to be employed in carrying out the plans of the Com-
Thittee, )

' 8. ResorurioN.—The Government are not now prepared to consider the surrender of the
Mohturpha revenue of the town of Salem or its commautation intoa Municipal tax for local objects,
At present the question could not, they apprehend, be discussed with advantage. They are
however disposed to assist the inhabitants of Salem in carrying out their measures for the sana-
tory improvement of the town, but they feel assured that such aid cannot be afforded beneficially
unless in such a manner as to act as a stimulus to local contributions and eflorts. The Govern-
ment therefore resolve to direct that the Pagoda Surplus Funds be invested through the Accoun-
tant General in the 5 per cent Loan at the price of the day, in the name of the Collector of Salem
for the time being; the bonds being lodged in the Treasury—and that from the interest thence
aceruing, a sum be placed yearly at the disposal of the Sanatory Association for cleansing the
town of Salem, equal to the amount which they may raise by local subscriptions.

9. The objects specified in para. 4, of the Board's Proceedings as those recommended by
the Committee, would constitute great improvements, and some of them at least, particularly
Nos. 2, 5, 6, would not seem likel y to be attended with much expense-—not more than could be
gradually defrayed from the balance of the interest of the Pagoda Funds, especially if aided by any
special contributions on the part of the residents. To enable however a more definite course to be
pursued, ‘the Government resolve to call on the Collector and District Engineer to furnish estimates
of the cost involved in projects 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7. Towards some of these, especially No. 5, (re-
moving the old Fort wall,) and No. 6 (purchasing lands for markets and halting places,) the Govern-

"~ ment would be disposed to make special grants, on receipt of further information as to the probable

cost, and as to whether the services of Convicts can be obtained. The proposal for building a

new bridge over the river, may be revived at some future time when circumstances are more .

propitious to the execution of Public Works.
‘ (True Extract and Copies.)

A 4 JZ/_ZW/;{

Acting Secretary to Gort.

o~
'3

Il

To the Revenue Department, for copmtmication to the Collector of Salem.
»» - Department Public Works. \ '
s Accountant General,
»»  Sub-Treasurer.

Exd. F. Cartledge,
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