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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 7th December 1858.

i

No. 130. Read the foﬂowing Extract from the Minutes of Consulfation in the Military De-
partment, dated 16th November 1858, No. 4139. i | ‘

Read the following papers. .
Extract Minutes Consultation, Public Works Deparﬁnent.

(Here enter 8th December 1857, No. 2279.) .

Letter from Colonel F. A. REID; Que{;'ter Master General of the Al‘my ; to Colonel C. Al
‘ BROWNE, Seccretary to vaemment, Militai'y Deparfment, dated 22nd October

1858, No.§84.

S1r,

By order of the Commander in Chief I beg to enclose a Minute by 1lis Excellency on his
recent” visit to Trichinopoly which has been detained some days awaiting the Medical Report

alluded to therein.
A sketch of Trickinopoly shewing the proposed site of the Fortified Post and new Barra"cks

goes by to-day’s Banghy.

et

Minvte BY His EXCELLENCY THE CoMMANDER-IN-CHIET,

Trichinopoly. L |

1. Accompanicd by the Quarter Master General of the Army 1 left Ootacamund on the
29th September to proceed to Trichinopoly, with a v
station. ’

iew to making a’ minute inspection of that
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2. I requested Colonel Arthur Cotton, Commandant of Engineci's, to meet me at Trichi~-

nopoly ; but in consequence of his absence from Madras,

- very Works in the Northern Division,
have therefore, much to my regret, not
the present occasion.

3. I have now to submit the folIowiné observations on Trichinopoly for the carliest con-

sideration of Government.

4. The position of the Troops, of the Arsenal, the Magazine, the Military Stores and “
Material, and of the whole of the public buildingé (purely I believe from accident, indifference *:-.

and inadvertence) is more faulty than the greatest amount of mischievous ingenuity could have de-

-

signedly contrived and pre-arranged. .

5. Three miles from the Cantonment in the heart of the Town of '}‘riclﬁnoboiy with a na- " -
tive population of sixty thousand souls, of whom about } are Mahommedans, in an old Hindoo " ° .

Temple and two other Native buildings, are the Arsenal and Magazine containing the entire

stock of service Ammunition, the Guns, Military Stores and Material of every description, the

Camp Equipage, the Commissariat and even the Medical Stoves of the whole Southern Division of

the Army. =~

baving proceeded on duty to the Goda- * "
my summons did not reach bim in sufficient time, and I °
had the benefit of his valuable professional assistance on,

6. TFurther the Tgmple is cut in two by a public thoroughfare, leading to the Shrine at tl;e \

top by a flight of stone steps, open to the world at all hours day and ‘night, without let or

hindranee or enquiry. , (

7. There is no defensive work, not even an enclosure, to secure these Stores and the Ammu-
nition and Material against a sudden rush of any mob. The buildings in which they are con- -

tained, as I have already said, arein the midst of an open and populous Native Town, three miles
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i ili i # i n Barracks should be two storied, and if public Quarteis are pro-
distant from any Military support, and with no other protection than a Native guard, to which 2 18. I think the Europea oried, P F ;
small detail of I h i i Sy to which & : ided for the Officers as I have before suggested, the Station will be much more compact an

! detall of liuropeans has been added since April last, on the arrival at Trichinopoly of a vi . bl
portion of the 2nd European Light Infantry. : more easily defensible,
: 19. Imayadd that the houses now occupied by the Officers attached to the Troops at
of .usé Th? P os;txo? of the Arsenal anfi Magazine at Delhi has been commented upon in terms ; , Trichinopoly are rented by them from the owners (.Native Specu]zftors) wh?, if t}3e St;tlol;\ 1sl re-
just severity, Putit was perfect security compared with what I have endeavoured to describe ’ moved as I have recommended, may be perhaps entitled to some lxttlfe consideration for the 03
o exiting ot Tr10h1n0poly. 1 5 they will sustain ; though I am aware that in Bengal, under similar circumstances, compensation
i A was invariably refused to House Proprietors, whether Officers of the Army or private spe-
th9. ].T:e Mnhtur_ly Cantonment has been seemingly formed by mere chance, without any plan ’ ’ : culators.
or the shightest regulari i . : . ) . .
tion to g ! . a'my, e “'"th o rega".l to the S.everal Corps affording support and protec- ; 20. Itappears to me that an Arsenal is not required at Trichinopoly. I think every -
. tO(;\e; anot;ex ar;l\l to the different public establishinents and buildings. Each Corps is : - requirement in that respect will be fully met by haviang a Ma-
rated from t i 3 . . . 3 .
tefveninw spal:.:,s ;’eei‘:(, (:;t:ira dls(;a nclilvarymlg.fmfn half a mile to two and a half miles, the in- i * Oane 551 P‘;‘I‘“d?!" gazine sufficiently capacious to contain the regulated supply of
i i 1 Zor. ) N
who hav: been allow °d lun o Hee cultivation or occupied by bodies of native squatters ; ?333 nf’ou‘r)lg;:s. Ammunition for the Troops dependent upon it. A small Depét
atlowed to settle themselv.es wherever they pleased, or could arrange for with the H One 24 Pounder Howitzer. for ordinary Stures and Tools &c., and a few spare Pieces of Ord-
owners of the land, for there "are no strictly Military limits for the Cantonment, and all the £ Four 5§ Mortars. h b detot
ground is the private property of individuals (Natives.) "! nance™ 1s also desiraple.
: i t His letter of the 26th November 21. Major Lawford} objected to the ground. I have re-
* 2 Light Field Batteries : 10. The force I proposed for Trichino- : 1857. commended for the new Cantonment alleging that it was not a
1 Reserve Company of Artillery. poly is specified in the margin.*
: geg_imem o{ IE:,ight Cavlalry. -
egiment fantry. .
3 chim:?ltsoof ';r:gfr:nln?az?r? 1. At present the Regxment of Euro-

Bee letter to Liouteoant-Colonsl H, M. Durand, of 16th pean Infantry occupies partly temporary Bar-
June 1858, a copy is on the records of Government, . . Seo s .
racks hastily run up for its immediate accom-
modation, and partly a set of old Bomb-proof and tiled Barracks long since condemned, and
most properly so, as wholly unfit for British Soldiers. ‘

12.  Thesingle Company of Artillery with Light Field Battery attached, now here, occu-
pies a building built as a private residence by a Gentleman of the Civil Service and purchased
by Government some years ago, it is culculated to afford accommodation, at the prescribed
scale, to 70 men while the strength of a complete Company of European Artillery, including Dri-
vers, on the proposed increased establishment, will reach to 163 of all ranks.

13. The whole of the Hospitals at the Station, European and Native, are of an inferior
description, and the same may be justly said of the * Places of Arms” of the Native Corps with
the exception of those of the left Regiment (the 34th Light Infantry) which are good and quite
suitable for one Regiment though altogether insufficient for the two Corps to which they are
at present assigned.

14. It is thus apparent that a complete set of Buildings will have to be provided for the
Troops and Establishments of the entire Garrison.

15, Asregards expence therefore there can be little or no difference w hether the present
site of the Cantonment is retained or an entirely new one is selected.

16. I would therefore very strongly recommend that the present objectionable ground be
abandoned and a new Cantonment formed on

Note. Many of the Wells in the present Cautonment are brack- the hioh open plateau of the Brigade Parade .
o

ish and unfit for use.
Ground. There is ample space for the whole

of the Troops and Establishments, the ground is wholly unobjectionable, it stands sufficiently
high with a slope all round to insure thorough drainage in every direction, an abundant supply of
water, and of good quality is available, and it is susceptible of being made an excellent Mil'itary
position, -

17. A fortified post formed in the compound of the house now occupied by Mr. Bird

“the Collector of the District, and armed with four 68 Pounders and two 8 Inch Howitzers, would
amply protect the whole Cantonment, completely overawe the Town of Trichinopoly, and Com-
mand the approaches to the Bridges over the Cauvery and Colercon. On the main lines of comn-
munication Northward to Madras, Vellore, Salem, and Bangalore, Eastward towards Tanjore and
the sea port of - Negapatam, and Westward towards Palghaut, Coimbatore and the Neilgherries.

"’Y“\l
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healthy situation. The accompanying Report by a Committee of experienced. Medical Oﬁ}'cers will
however be admitted to dispose effectually of that objection, as also of Major Lawford’s recom-

meundation in favor of the other site suggested by him.

99. The present Jail is within a couple of hundred yards of the ‘To?vn. It.should be remo;-
ed from so very objectionable a position. Captain Mob.erly the District Engineer recomm]esn ]
that a new Jail should be erected on the ground on which the present European Infantry Bar-

racks stand, and in this recommendation I quite concur.

23. The contents of the Arsenal and Magazine, and the (.)ommissariat and Medical. Stores,
should be removed af the earliest practicable period from their present dange;o;\x; anc‘l ;ns;cu;';
position.  Until permanent buildings for them are completed these Stores an 'atgrtle srotzin
be placed, I think, in such portion of the old Infantry Barracks as may be requ(;re ;ecro ;m.,,
them, and onc or two more Ranges of Temporary Barrac?s ought to be ere?te ol:: emerg (_{
for the accommodaion of the Troops who will, under this arrangement, have to be remove

from their present Quarters. .
21. About half the old Barracks will I think suffice for these purposes, anfi t_he portion

appropriated should be as much as possible isolated from the rest and enc]oseii : ]wn?l:;, a Zt:ﬁlf

paling placed across the Barrack square and 20 or 30 yards beyond the outer walls of the

ings that may be taken. - -

25. A Bridge is much required over the River Ambrawutty at Cooroor, where all the
great lines of communication meet, from North, South, East and West ; at 'present the passage
of the River is made in Boats of the most primitive description, they are of wicker work co.vercjd ‘
with raw hides, flat bottomed and shaped like a very deep bowl. One hour was o.ccupxed in
ferrying our Bullock Coaches (two)over the stream, thougl.l fifty men under the supelrmtf]ndence—
of the very active and energetic Tahsildar of the place, Bilegherry Rao, were employed.

96. At this rate the passage of a single Regiment and its Baggage, could not certainly be

\

cffected in a less time than five or six days.

27. The roads are very fair in the Colmbatore District, and atteption .is paid to kee}.)ing-
them in repair. Inthe Trichinopoly District there was no made.road, nodlnzg l.)eyondIa t]l)a(;::
through heavy sand, and travelling there, was therefore most tedious and laborious. In bo
Districts the Bullocks were very inferior. V : l

28. The leading points here adverted to have .been. made known to Captalln I\éober]ﬂe}{.
ITe has been intructed to place himselfin communicatlorf with Co}ongl A. Cotton. w 1(? t (;rou‘D ;
1y knows Trichinopoly, and both Officers will cc?mmumct.:.te their views to me in a join te?OT
which I shall lose no time in forwarding for the information of Government. _.

i ICK GRANT, Lieut.-Genl.,
Ootacamund, (Signed) PATR Conmandor o Clief,

12th October 1858. .
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o Cotont B n o : i i ting on the Race-course, and the other about centre o ¥
] 8 f a semi-lune, with one horn resting : ‘
Letter from Major General R. BUDD, Commanding Southern Division; to Colonel F, A. REID, § ;1;; ,;?5(;3(;@1-01& Ground, with the concavity facing N. E., all undulations of surface would ke i
Quarter Master Geeneral of the Army, Ootacamund, dated Trichinopoly, 19th October 3 cor:pletely avoided. (
1858, No. 993. ’
i (Signed) JOHN LOVELL, o5 5
| i intending Surgeon, S, D. Ly
I forvarding the annexed copy of a report on the scveral sites proposed for European . Acting Superintending Surgeon, ’
Barracks, I have the honor to observe with regard to para. 2 the obje

ctions to the present site %

are well known from personal observation to Iis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief,

(Signed) J. DORWARD,

Garrison Surgeon.
[2]

2. Withregard to para. 3 that the opinion of the Medical

Officers is correct as far as
regards the drainage and level of the locality of the two sites there]

n named.

(Signed) C. B. FORD, Surgeon, p. ».,

2nd European Light Infantry.
3. With regard to para. 4 which refers to the site selected

experiments for water are in progress, the Board are mist
exhaustible supply of water; I gave and do now give m
can be procured in this neighbourhood, and T trust this
beyond doubt on the completion of the trials now being

as most eligible and on which
aken as regards the certainty of an in-
¥ opinion that water in any quantity
point will be permanently established
made for water by the District Engineer.

4. The space for all buildings required is certainly ample,
regards the fortified post and Cantonment in general, should th

on, or near the site of the present Collector’s house,
Fakeer’s Rock. '

L
i i i 8 eX=
1. The Governor in Council approves generally of t}le Commandef in Chlcgi :vl;l\zsrzceipt
pressed in the foregoing Minute, but reserves a final decision on the subject, pending
o
of the report referred to in the concluding para.

{
)
| : { ‘We have the honor to be &c.
Sir, g
;)
‘!,
{)

i i i artment Public Works
and the position well situated as “( 2. The correspondence will meanwhile be com.mumcate(.l todt?e D:I::] e D er o |
e T E:)e e i Broposed with a view to the necessary Plans and Estimates being submitted for giving

» & »

His Excellency’s suggestions contained in paras, 23 and 24

3. Paras, 25 and 27 will be considered in the Department Public Works.

and the latter in the direction of

To Major General BUDD, Commauding Southern Division, Trichinopoly, October 16th 1858,

R I T R

No. 131 O&rDER THEREON, No. 2641 ; dated 7th December 18538,
’ | . i i ; ill be
o, Ordered to be communicated to the Officiating Chief Engineer. Colonel Lawford wi
SIR,

1 1 ] . ‘ . . . ” ] i
p ease to su rnlt t 1€ Pldns and EStlma‘es’ called f()t mn para- ~y a“d I‘epOIt on the po‘n(s aliude
to the ll-tu ions

. 5 i i mander in Chief,
you personally conveyed to us to examine and 1cport upox ] no in paras, 25 and 27 of the Minute of ITis Excellency the Com
the present site of the European Barracks at this Station, three other formerly proposed sites con-

{
{
} (Signed) W.H.BAYLEY,
tiguous to the Church for new Barracks for a European Regiment, and a site in the neighbour- Acting Secretary to Government.
kood of the Fakeer's Rock considered by Ilis Excellency the Commander in Chief as the most

CTaden ek i@ Do ot Wy Bl el mand o Een e o

it WO 1

eligible situation for a new Cantonment in toto : we do ourselves the honor now to state for your

information, that we have carefully examined the different localities indicated above, and our re«
port is as follows,

~

The ground presently occupied by the European Barracks is open to many objections.

3. Two (of the three) of the sites ncar the Church, embracing respectively the compounds
or properties known as Belfont and Captain Underwood’s,

e e LAl NkegEs

we regard as ineligible from the fact

g than the other) in that locality, and receive the ; ““rf
whole of the drainage from the grounds which extend in the direction of the Fakeer’'s Rock, ¥ - - i
The rear of any Barracks on these spots would be in close proximity to nullahs and water-way, 4 - :
' . H . . v, 1, e :
. 4 We can however discover no objection to the ground (third site near the Church) which 1
forms a part of the Brigade Parade Ground. It is high ; the soil is good ; there is an inexlaust-

ible supply of good-water,

asreported by competent authority to the Major General Command y
ing the Division ; and ample s

le space ; so that if a large area be appropriated in the first instance ]
the deteriorating encroachments of Squatters need not be feared. : :

9. Welastly have to advert to our examination of the ground proposed by His Excel
lency Sir Patrick Grant, for the erection of a new Cantonment in its entirely entertaining as we
- did a due sense of the Important nature of our duties, and that whether such a design were ful
filled or abandoned we should be regarded the initiatory iustruments, we devoted our hest eﬂ'O.I't
to acquaint ourselves thoroughly with the essential features of the spot. The result of our in
vestigations is, that we unanimous] ¥ pronounce it to be a desivable site and infinitely superior te

that of the existing Cantonment. It is elevated ; exposed to the full force and action of the winds

which we conceive should be rather courted for their purifying influence than shunned ; the soi } '
is red and porous; water is of

, \
good quality, and readily come-at-able at little depths; free ‘fro'u :
large nullabs, and the drainage is quick and perfect; if the contemplated Cantonment be built ir
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