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- himself gxcgedingly careless,

g

Fort Saint George, Public Works Consullation of 7th December 1858 )

o~

e
A s i o
e e s

“ the construction of the Ponairy Under-Tunnel” fi

e consin % rom the 9th March to the '

Hick himl;e:zizt;t ntzilft’;:sn'y'rworks, and although requested by the DistrlicltthEE:fIr?x}:;erl\ Itr.

meet him at the Pon] ;yhe D'?l - unnel on the 18th and 20th of April, he failed to doo $0; oz

sistant Overseer in immedi-::;m]t Engineer was obliged to communicate his ordeis to tile’AS-

ssant Dverseer in I 5 ‘ c}arge ot" the work, but this circumstance as alluded to b
e supposed in any light to remove the responsibility from him, and (t)herz

< . ICLCttS was I e 3 i i
t() the end Of th:]t ()“lcial J. CaY. 1181 (Xecutl € fl‘olll t.he l‘.‘t Of llarch

10, In hi istri i
sonsibliy l{,yh;:f:;}g:i, :2 ;Iu; Dls.tl‘lct Epgmee.r Mr. Riclfetts endeavours to prove his non-res-
D ondit, wich refel:nce ) .eptnfz. made by him on A'smstant Overseer Rungasawmy Nadoo's
Aonb; et Wi e reree ) 1111(.()'nectncss,_ and.lamty, in kecping his accounts, this report was
ony madenthe | am;, ay, and cannot be co.nsu.lered as relieving Mr, Ricketts of his respon-
' A accounts connected with it, during the two preceding months.

l i‘ . ; . - . » ‘
The Officiating District Enginecr Captain Moberly, has since been directed to insti-

tute further e e . s
fut fux;hel enquiries into the case, and in his reply of the Tth of September last, he states hi
egret that his enquiries have not tended to, throw any light on the matter. - o

o 12, dW'x'ch reference to the item of bricks Captain Ryves states that in the Bills 8-74-G50
;‘q {a.ntere at a'COSt of: Rupefzs 1,669-0-4 and that the quantity Licutenant Mead received in-
cluding those since rejected is 5-10-170 at the average rate of the whole Rupees 959-2-9 the

. difference being 3-61-480 Rupees 683-13-7.

13.  After a careful examination of the i i V i
| ‘ a > : quantity of Bricks made Captain Moberly reports -
© 6.59-517 as expended from this must be deducted 31-424- used on other small tmfnel:)an;

IR -4 . > DR o ay v, .
m(dl:}ng a total of 6-28-093 expended and exhibiting a difference of 2-46-557 unaccounted for in
making allowance however for wastage, and the loss in counting them 3 times, he has deducted

from that amount 15-133 which Mr, Ricketts appeared to consider just, the missing quantity

then amountine to 2-31-424 ; there are also 5 issi
gto? 24 5 1l 56,000 missing to be repla } Y i
all 2-87-124. e s e gtol P CC(? b}’_ t}‘.e Contlactcrs, in

.141. As regards the chunam Captain Ryvesand Captain Moberly differ in the quantit ‘
co'mndered necessary for 1,000 bricks. Captain Ryves allowed 5 Parahs per 1,000 wher?eas Ca d
tain Mobetly allows 6 Parahs per cubic yard (far too much) the quantity of chunam missi g
must therefore stand agreeably to Captain Ryves’ account viz., 1467F Rupees 308-8-&3. e

PR .

15. On Licutenant Mead’s taking charge the Assistant Overseer brought to his notice th
the number of Cubes charged in the Bills did not agree with those in the fobundation dl . lat
ground. Those in the foundation. then uncovered amounting to 8610, and on the - dc"l'1 t"le
in' all 15-680, but Mr. Ricketts asserts that in October 1857 he co,unted 17 "’lé;rom:l ;0"0,

2 reduction of € lacs on the differece of 1539 Cubes, fair cuough if correct at 14’~ gx' ’k a“, Cabe,
~on this head Captain Moberly remarks ¢ unfortunately we coannot find precisel lcths PET CUbe,'
work executed on the 27th Aprﬂ 1858, three days after a flood carrifd awa yﬂ etekmnt (')t
embankments, and there is no record either of the numbers consumed in the inteﬁv ;e eml?orla’i
away by the flood, one cannot therefore check the number wused, but the A‘;n;«roik “f‘i let
(QJggl-see}rg a'dheres to'the correctness of his account and at the most,makcs o‘xﬂyba dioﬁiers::xi: l::»f
i ;hg?th:gl’::(:rzg;lnzl t:; s:lz;ilﬁx;’g p}:ib of h’is Iette:' h.e"states “ but there is nf)t,‘ning to shew
y 1e the 1st May 1857 ;" after that date Mr. Ricketts acknow-

N . ]e(] e . " ﬂ- 3 X N
ges his responsibility and apparently there can be no question of his being. responsible pre-

viously also.

Ove rlsg‘;r gi‘:‘;rf:;ize;ts §a§1vldend5ruthroughout seri.omfly at fa.?xlt, his .Subordinate Assistant
freed frohl ce;suxe iuy trustioo iqud y 50, and: the Dlst.nct. Engineer hfunself cannot be wholly
Lo amoaront. 1l " iy ting too much to his Executive Oflicer, especially when it must have

Py , that Mr. Rickests was unequal to the extent of his charge, besides having shown

:

e az;d_‘tiz does not Ihowavel appear that the whole responsibility can be clearly fixed on any
. ) enquiry has tended only to show, a general laxity, and want of circumspection,

throughout, much to be regretted. -

N S W 5 e
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-to be under investigation.

st et
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 7th December 1858
vVVVV‘MMWWMW

No., 97. OrpER THEREON, No. 2624; dated 6th December 1858.

. ‘

With bis letter of the 14th August 1858, No. 2513, the Officiating Chicf Engineer sub-
mitted a letter from the District Engineer of Trichinopoly, reporting that Rupeesbl5,054- had
been expended on the Murthayaur Under-tunnel, and that Rupees 2,500 more would be requir-
e work, making Rupees 17,500 in all, or about 7 0 per cent. in excess of the
cost estimated by the District Engineer, viz., Rupees 10,720. The chief causcs assigned
for the additional expenditure were, 1st the stoppage of the work in July 1857, 2ndly the (felay
in sanctioning its resumption till the fine season had passed over, and the occurrence of heavy

floods during the progress of the work

ed to complete th

1814, requested to be informed what would be the actual
expenditure on the work in excess of the last sanction for Rupees 7,048, in what proportions
the enhanced cost of the Tunnel should be apportioned among the several causes alleged by the

District Engineer, what the Chicf Engineer’s opinion was of those causes, and the influence that
d to have had in raising the expense of the work, and especially what had

egard to the deficiency in the accounts.

tation of the 6th September 1858, No.

each was represente
been the result of the enquiry in T

Chief Engineer recorded at the head of this Extract,

but with the exception of reporting the result of the
e of the other points on which informa-

0. The letter from the Officiating

e

purports tobe a reply to these enquiries ;
enquiry into the alleged deficiency iu the accounts, non
tion was called fory has been noticed.

the accounts has reference to the difference between the quantity and

3. The deficiency in
by Mr. Ricketts, Executive Engineer, and the

value of materials included in two bills sent up
quantity and value of materials on the work, as shewn in Statement D, submitted by Lieutenant

Ryves, the District Engineer. But in para. 7 of Captain Moberly’s report of the 7th September
1858, the number of bricks unaccounted for is given at 2,00,000, and of chunam 980 parahs, or

according to Lieutenant Ryves, in whose calculation, Of
1,467 parahs, of the value of Rupees 308. It is evident however th
sials forms but a small proportion to the additional expenditure incurred on t
letter and its enclosures will be returned to the Officiating Chief Engineer with a request that
he will furnish the explanation called for on the several points noticed in the order of Govern-
ment of the Gth September 1858, No. 1814, and state his opinion whether the causes assigned
for the excess are sufficient to exonerate the Officers concerned from all responsibility in the

at the value of these mate-

L

(Signed) W. IL BAYLEY, |
Acting Secrelary 12 Government,

matter.

[ . N T P R

; and 3rdly, a deficiency in the accounts which was stated .
Upon this the Government, in Extract from the Minutes of Consul.

the Officiating Chief Engineer, concurs,

he work; and his’
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