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Read the following Letters, :

No. 86. From Lieutenant-Colonel E. LAWFORD, Officiating Chief Engineer; to the . - .
- Secretary to Government, dated 16th November 1858, No. 5476. - ‘ : C
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. 2. ‘The first two are for sums of 7,278 Rupees and 2,180 respectively, due to Annasawmy
Moodelliar Contractor, and Iyasawmy Moodelliar contractor, for work done on the Mahendra

~vaudy channel. With one of these parties, a contract is forth-coming, dated 24th July 1856,

made with b S i
M, Bush hinks that Annasawmy's g with Mr. Buah,- for the execution of work on the Mahen-
Contract s with the Annicut records ravady channel, leading from the Palaur Annicut to the Mahen-

it was countersigned by Captains - "
Gollyor and dates 1854'3’ | piaint  dravady Tank. The terms of the contracts are as follows viz.
to do 1,000 Rupees worth of work per menth, and to receive

- payment according to rates fixed on by the Executive Officers ; binds the contractor in an indefi-

nite penalty if the terms are not kept, and the Contractor gives no security.

. ﬂ‘:e lé}lxh B;s}xvpl’oduced his Accmfnt Current with the Contractors, kept in a separate book
ahendravady channel, shewing the money they had received on account on the Dr.

:nd the work they had done with its value on the Creditor side. This book may be taken fairl):
c;:::f)l;as:;xt the ?raxvlsactlons referred to, as on adding them to the other works on the same
o lae ,h e t.otal is very near.ly that entered in the Progress Report : Vouchers have been produc-
a;d\’::;ls Z::;ﬁ :.cl)lthtilz entries of any consequence in the contractors book above mentioned,
e duetod e ontractors are entered therein, agreeing precisely with those now claimed

y them under petition.. I have therefore no hesitation in saying, that these sums are due to
the Contractors, and should be paid. :

4. i ire i ;
o the Co];rexr;ams toTelnquxre into the further question why these sums were not paid before
ractors. sctive®orders were | . .
e actons. he re:‘tn‘ctwe‘m dexs. were 1s§ued in July 1?57, and Mr. Bush it appears
gu, g charge of his range quite early in August to Lieutenant Mayne, and though

it is quite clear that he then omitted to bring the liabilities of his Office to the notice of that

gfzic;r,r };et some excuse is allowable from his state of health (see Lieutenant Mayne's letter
Odﬂ;? 5th August attached) at the end of September he returned and resumed charge of his
ce, but atter the monthly cash estimate had been forwarded for October by Lieutenant

Mayne : . . . . . .
Mayne, Mr. Bush then carrying on his own charge as before, in forwarding his prospective esti-

mative for November 1857, included 7,000 Rupees for the Mahandravaudy Tank and channel.

In auswer to my enquiry why the whole sum due was not drawn for, Mr. Bush explains, that

the twhole ofht.he contractors ‘work had not been fully measured up to the satisfaction of the
;.otn 1a§orsf this estimate was returned by Mr. Mayne for explanation and revision, and in his
etter No. 214, dated 24th October from Arcot, Mr. Bush replies as fullaws. ‘

Sir,

hat Eeres}:}x); :Oez’;:;(llet,ter 210. 1619 da.ted ‘.231(1 October 1857, I have the ho.nor to inform you,
vaudy Tank and channein t ‘e FFOSpectlve estimate for next month, as required for Mahendra-
T atoms and oﬂ,e: elet O-I"' lthe payment of some arrcars on account of work pc.rformcd,
ctone &c. &c. are content, & ;n:’ e.1tm s supplied ] but the people.who supplied the materials, cut.-
sanction shall Be obtained ait, on my granting them a receipt for the work performed, until
with sent, ained for a further prosecution of the work. A revised statement is here-

(Signed) BUSH,
Asst, Exce. Engr. North Arcot.

O i it 1 : 1 ' ‘ H .
?g;’ ;T ‘i‘:gif’beini:;'tgbzg the Dlﬁtnct Engineer's records, I find there a revised estimate
e certain], seemsm:r nc; sums either for the Mahendravaudy Tank or channel ; in this case the |
¥y anferred from Mr Dush’s shoulders to those of the District Engineer,

: Camp Arcot, '
- 24;}1 October 1857, }

" who although the restricti
g estriction or the progress of new works was stringent, was bound to see that

‘ zg.cz‘érm:‘?ntl\;ablh:es 1we1'e discharged, and these had been brought to his nctice, on this

p geb ap alﬁ 1 aytr:e as atel}z addressed the Chief Engineer, see letter No. 175, dated 30th

ctober attachec i ut he writes from memory, and his memory has clearly not served him
correctly in 1st para. ) o

5. 1nregard to the sum of 4,239 Rupees claimed by Moonesawmy Chetty and Cuttalah

- Vencatahreddy, for work done to the Mahendravaudy Tank, the claim is fully admitted by Mr.

[ AN
Bu.shs' Account‘Current w1t11 the Contractor, and the entries have been verified by vouchers
as in the former instance. 'The contract with them was made in June 1850 by Mr. Bush, and
binds them to do 2,500 Rupecs worth of work month'y, at rates fixed by the Engineer Officer,

S e a1
-
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under indefinite penalties for default : they also offered security in the person of Vurthappah
Chetty, but as no advances were given, but only seems on account of work done, and always
less than the value, nothing beyond the personal security was ever taken.- ‘
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6. In this case as in the former, I am fully satisfied of the justice of the claim, and that -

the money should be paid. |

7. T have received from Mr. Dopping, a very satisfactory proof of the work done on the
channels by these contractors, viz. a list of measurements taken by a measurer, who he says is
the most accurate man he has under him, for that sort of work; and the total of this list, agrees
within 1000 Cubic Yards of the totals of the Contractor's work, as entered into Mr. Bush's
book from the vouchers of his Sub-Overseers.

8, In regard to Chockalingum’s claim, I append the result of an investigation entered
Peachy, who was good enough to give me his aid in the matter, as the
e in some way mixed with Soondrum Moodelly’s claim on
by the Chief Engineer, in Extract of Proceedings

into jointly with Mr.
case appeared at first to b
Mr. Bush, referred to the Commissioners,
No, 4889, dated 27th QOctober.

9. 1 have also requested Mr. Peachy to go over my ¢
above wgnile.l“am_-pamnittnf‘ to.evprass. his concurrence with

xamination into the other 3 cases as
my results and views in regard to

—

L~ rliem. -
-

[

CHOCKALINGUM.

1. In this case, the amount claimed is a balance of Rupees 808-15-1, for work done in
constructing the Amoor Road. The amount is made up thus in these Bills.

Rs. A. P.

Gth August 1856,... ... e ere "3 15 5

- - ' : " 94th November (balance)... ... ..o 673 15 6
27th December 61 0 2

et s SOME———

Rupees ... v oos 808 15 1

Noso— r—c

2. The Assistant Civil Engineer affirms, that Chockalingum has no cTai11i,' and never had
any, as he was never employed as & Contractor, but was at one time entertained as & Maistry by
the late Overscer Mr. Theobalds: Mr. Bush adds, that he never had any thing to do with him, or
in any way recognized him, even in the capacity of a Maistry, because there was another Maistry
on the Road ; that Chockalingum never supplied any labor or material to his knowledge, nor did
he at any time himself issue to him any materials, or pay him any money; but that on the con-
trary, all payments made on account of the Road, for the construction of which Chockalingum¥
claims were made to the Overseer Mr. Theobalds, as may be seen by the rece

bear out Mr, Bush’s statement in this respect. B .
kalingum’s was not preferred
e more evident,
1 are compared

3 It is rather a singular circumstance, that this elaim of Choe
until after the Overseer Theobald had left the District, and this will appear only th
when the dates of payment and the dates of the several claims set out in para.
viz. ‘ o I ) o :
The fizst Bill dated 6th August 1856, claims Rupees... oo oo oo (EIREI

A paymemi‘ was made to Theobalds (on ack- ‘ o :
count of this work on receipt) on 10th ‘984 3 0
November 1856, which sum does not look Iéupces‘ ‘ S

These Chockalin- [
gum admits were

for Jelly.

0

like an advance. -

The second Bill dated 24th November 1856, ¥ ‘ ot F .
was alleged to be a balance, and it must}Rupees 67315 6
have accumulated in 14 days. T

The third Bill dated 27th December 1856, ¢laims Bupees.... e e 6102

4. Ttisnot disputed and never has been disputed, that Chockal‘ingu'm did work in the
Amoor Road undet Mr. Theobalds, during the time only that Theobalds was in the District, and
that he was paid by Theobalds for the work so done; it therefore appears strange, that immediately

ipts which fully-

R ! v - -
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on the departure of Theobalds, a claim should be set
Chockalingum, in the quality of a Contractor,
Theobalds more especially as it has been allege

,I up against the Assistant Civil Engineer by
5

j . Theobalds, Chockalingum and Soobbaroyen in

i ,

i

|

based upon a Certificate of measurement signed by
» that the yoad in question was re

ally made by
partner-ship.

5. Trom the manner in which he gave his evidence, it was clear to both of us,

not explain the grounds of his claim that he coulq

5 s and he left a very decided impression that his d i
i purely speculative one from beginning to end. ’ , Cemand v e
{ 6. By caleulation, the value of Jelly and gravel for the length of road in question would

be l.,O'M Rupees; Chockalingum admits that he has received for Jelly and Gravel Rupees 984-3-0
1 and itappears from the accounts, that 114-14- ,

! - 6 was paid for Gravel to other parties by Theobalds
¢ making in all 1,099-1-6; it is clear from this, that more Jelly was not supplied than he has beex;
paid for. : . '

" %. In coming to this conclusion, we have felt obliged to diffe
by Captain C. C. Johnston, who previously investigated the complaiut, and who found the sum
to be due by Mr., Bush” to Chocklingum, and by Colonel Lawford, who says that the amount
“should certainly be made good by Mr. Bush and not by the Government”.

8. The conduct of the Theobalds even by their own shewin

creditable ; and all the circumstances considered, we cannot belj
1 _lingums claim, P

r from the opinions expressed

g has not been by any means
eve in the justice of Chocka-

(Signed) P. M. FRANCIS.

Arcot 12th Novem-}
3 THOMAS PEACHEY.

" ber.
Lcttér from Captain J. O. MAYNE, Executive, Engineer, Bﬁngalore; tL) Lieutenant-Colonel
. E. LAWFORD, Officiating Chief Engineer, dated 30th October 1858, No. 175.
Sig, »

In reply to your letter No. 4822 dated 25th Instant, I have the honor to inform you that

Mz. Bush never brought to my notice that he owed money to Contractor, but after the restriction

was put-on new works he constantly applied for large sums in his prospective Estimates and one

Instance I particularly remember, Mahindravady Tank, he applied for some thousands of Rupees

+ and on my speaking to him about it he turned it off and said a smaller sum would suflice which I
gave him, but he never told me he owed money to the Contractor.

R. I was not only aware of the large outstanding amount of Bills due from him to the Dis-
trict Engineer Officer but called his attention to it on two oceasions, the first time if I remember
right no notice was taken of my Memo, but the second time he informed me verbally thathe
hoped to have them in soon and almost my last words to Mr. Dopping when handing over were re-
commending him to insist on Mr. Bush sending in his Bills.

3. With reference to the last point in your letter un der reply, I have the honor to observe
that although Bills were due I never had any grounds for supposing that there was any defici-
ency and as my Executive Officer always assured me that the Dills were forthcoming,
I never thought it necessary to report the same to Head quaters, asfrom the Records in the Central

Office the amount of Bills due from the District might have been known and of which no notice
was taken, ' ‘ ‘

. |
‘No. 87. - From Lieutenant-Colonel E. LAWFORD, Officiating Chief Engineer ; to the Se-
- cretary to Governmert, dated 17th November 1858, No, 5492,

-

~ SIr,

With, reference to my letter No. 5476 dated 16th Instant, I have the honor to forward

copy of a letter just received from Captain Francis, and to sta.te
that while it adds nmaterially to the value of the evidence in

Dated November 18 1858,
favor of Mr. Bush, it also shews in my opinion a great want of judgment on Mr. Dopping's

5
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ort Sa ’ : .

T Mahindravady

.o failed to report to this office the result of the measurements of the
art in having taie . ions. *
hannel taken in consequence of my personal instructions. . | Acting Superintending
- hi ortunity of stating that I have requested. the Acti }g 1P \ soon a5
2. I tllg'oxip to submit a complete report on the Mahindravady channel as
al Circle

i ¢ expenditure
ingincer Centr as T have reason to fear there has been a great excess of exp

e can conveniently do so,
n that work,

. ' . . s t-
CIS, Acting Superintending Engineer C. C. ; to Lieutenan

stter from Captain P. M. FRAX dated Arcot 16th November 1858.

Colonel E. LAWFORD, Officiating Chief Engineer,

1
SIR,

i P y -
1& ]t a ears to me thdt ’ on w ere IlOt Sﬂtlsﬁed Wlth t.he meas uy exnellts Iod uced b I\I!
pp

I)p y de o] A he measure-
he Corlectness Of t
)() 1Ny a“(l \Vlll(:h tom mlnd had been evl
. 3 nt Cul‘l‘ent lth t}\e COntlactOIS, I have the hOllOT tO lay be-
]entb entel e(l n I\h Bu h S .[‘&ccou w

roduced by
i the measurements P
you the following facts as related by e Ilzopplf‘g- r:::\ience of the wish expressed by you
re . ow in con . he excess
: by bis man Anunta : ;sfed in regard to the e
Ir. Dopping were taken . hat you might be satisie g corred
1S intending Engineer, so that y 4 +ds to be transferre
a your visit as S:i?;a:i?‘éz%ﬁﬁém%h‘iswom';"ana as the char}pel wa: aft:rvi; O ectiess of the
. A a . - o
L‘mﬁpwﬂ]‘lmlnwe Ogu ervisor, the latter was directed to s'atxsfy hlm_ﬁei t‘:,&MrﬁDOPPing his surprise
» Ramany oo y the rates allowed and this he did expressing . rered against the
easuremefits as well of the ¥ rified agree so very nearly with those enter g
gree

t finding the measurements thus ve
‘ontractors and acknowledged by them.

have been so satisfactory

this time would : .
ve taken at e satisfaction of the Dis

; at T could ha

. No measurements tha A
thi above taken for a different purpose altogether and verifie

s .,

‘ict Engineer both as to rates and quantities.

. . . s -
Colonel E. LAWFORD, Officiating Chief Engineer ; to the S€

‘om Lieutenant-
fo. 88. From dated 22nd November 1858, No. 5632.

cretary to Government,

»

Sir,
In further continu
» submit for the infor

858, I have the honor
argin, received from
the claims made b.y
d to in Captain

ation of my letter No. 5476 dated 16th November 1
mation of Government, copies of letters as perI;l
Captain Johnston and Mayne, on the subject ©

™ 0 N istri eferre
rom Captain J. O M%":’ Contractors in the North Arcot District, end ¥

th Novr. 1858. : L |
rg:{ 1(‘.‘?(’)“:‘(il C. Johnsten  Francis’s report of the 12th idem. .

. ve al-
No. 249. 17th Novr. 1858. the opinion I ha

. . 3 eating N
9, 1 cannot avoid on this occasion repes bMay“ in bis Control

~e

dy expressed of the extreme indifference and laxity evinced by Captain
22 :
¢ the North Arcot District.

. ‘ -Colonel E.
.. . . to Lieutenant-Co \
etter from Captain J. O. MAYNE, Executive Engineer, Bangalore ; No. 195. |

858,
LAWTORD, Officiating Chief Engineer, dated 17th Novembef 185

Sir,
T have the honor to acknowledge th
ated 13th Instant with its enclosures, , .
My letter No. 175, dated 30th Qctober 1858 was wrl

in Para.
inly had no recollection of Mr. Bush’s 1et.ter quOtgd-:‘my letter above
ainly only apologise to Mr. Bush for having state 1to Y Comiractors
hc:;::nh‘3 th nev‘:: brought to my notice the sums due
a

i it must
/hy the Contractors were not paxd., but it m
.oted their consent to wait for their money.

‘ : oceedi ‘ 5111
A eedings No. 011l
e receipt of Extract from your Proc

entiréfy from memc.m'y ;uixti f c;:d
4 of Captain Francis's letter ;

mentioned so positively,
por can 1 now recoll.ect
¢ of Mr. Bush's having

have been in consequenc

R astment of the ace
" ; king any adjustmen i
I d having left the North Arcot District without ::ft ; jay o Bangalore to relieve
n regar

d with
ounts, I received a Telegraph on a Sunday to procee
! .



——
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%VVW
Major DeButts and iefE Thursday following, so I had no time whatever even to go all through
the accounts with my successor, much less to adjust them, and I did not report the necessity of

doing so to the Central Office as my successor was fully aware of it and I hoped he might effect
an early settlement of them.

From Captain C. C. JOHNSTON, Officiating Cdnsulthig Eﬁgineer for Railways; to Lieute-

nant-Colonel E. LAWFORD, Officiating Chief Engineer, dated 17th November 1858,
. No. 249,

.
Sir,

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Extract from your Proceedings No, 5486 of
the 1Gth Instant (received on the 17th) forwarding Extract from a letter from the Acting Super-
intending Engineer Central Circle with copy of ‘an investigation entered into by that Officer
Jointly with Mr. Peachey in regard to a claim advanced by oneé Chokalingum against Assistant
Executive Engineer Mr. Bush. . '

2. T'see no reason from what has been advanced by these gentlemen to alter the opinion I

have already expressed, and I would call your attention to the circumstance of their apparently

not having satisfied themselves as to the- position held by Mr. Theobalds, a point in which the -

whole valué ‘of thé ‘enquiry rests. - .
- 8. Para. 4'of the investigation begins by stating. -

“ It is not disputed and never has been disputed that Chokalingum did work in the Am-
“ moor road under Mr. Theobalds.” '

and ends by stating.

¢ It has been alleged that the road in question was really made by Theobalds, Chokalingum
** and Soobaroyen in partnership.”

4. Now Mr. Theobalds was either an Overseer Acting under the orders of Mr. Bush and
in that capacity was merely superintending the work on the Ammoor road, or he was a Contractor
for the execution of the work, a point which requires to be explained.

5. When I was engaged at Arcot in March last in investigating certain charges against Mr.
Bush, the docoments placed in my hands by Chokalingum and upon which he grounded his claim
were all signed by Mr. Theobalds, and there was no question that if Mr. Theobalds® signature
was to be acceptéd to one, it was to be accepted to all, The justice of this was admitted by Mr.
Bush himself, to have accépted Mr. Theobalds’ signature to documents which favored Mr. Bush
and to bave rejected it to those which wére adverse to him would have been an ‘act of gross in-
justice to the claimant. -

6. I have merely to observe further that Mr. Theobalds was appointed by me to superintend
under the orders of Mr. Bush, the construction of the roads from Ranecpett and Wallajahnugger
respectively to the Railway station at Ammoor, and- that the charge now advanced of his
being concerned as a Contractor is one entirely new to me and one in which I do not put the
slightest faith,

No. 89,  Orprr THEREON, No. 2620 ; dated 4th December 1838.

Under the orders of Government conveyed in Extract Minutes Consultation 12th October
18538, No. 2121, Captain Francis, Acting Superintending” Engineer of the Central Circle, was
deputed to North Arcot; to investigate and report on certain’items in Mr, Assistant Engineer
Bush’s accounts; instanced by the Oﬂiéiating Chief Engineer as doubtful or suspicious euntries.
With'the first of the three letters recorded above, Colonel Lawford forwards Captain Francis'
report, which entirely exonerates Mr. Bush from all imputation of dishonesty or unfair dealing ;
pronounces the entries correct, and the” sums there shewn to be due to the Contractors, to be
fairly due to them by Government ; and even acquits Mr. Bush of a debt of Rupees 808-15.1,
previously adjudged by Captain Johnston as due by him to an alleged Contractor of the name
of Chokolingum. The second letter also forwards a report from Cnpfain Francis, testifying to

v

e o M .

Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 7th December 1853. 7
DRSS ,

the correctness of certain measurements of work executed on the Mahindravady channel, of
which Colonel Lawford had expressed his doubts in his previous letters of the 25th September
and 3rd October 1858, Nos. 4025 and 4211, in connection with Mr. Bush’s accounts. The
third letter lays befare Government communications from Captains Johnston and Mayne, the
former of whom adheres to his opinion in respect to his award in favor of Chokolingum, and
the latter apoligizes for having previously incorrectly stated from memory that Mr. Bush ha.d
never brought to his notice the large sums due to Contractors, on delivering over charge of his
range to him. ) ‘ '

9, The result of the investigation as above noticed is altogether in favor of Mr. Bush;
and Government must accept Captain Francis’ decisions asa final settlement of the case.
It is almost a matter of necessity for Government to do this, inasmuch as the lax supervision
which has been exercised over Mr. Bush Las rendered it impossible to obtain.more satiﬁfactory |
data to act upon. They accordingly direct Mr. Bush’s re{ease from suspension, and his restt?-
ration to office ; and authorize the payment to him of his arrears of‘salary, from the date of his
suspension, minus however the cost of the extra establishr'nent,. wl'nch lfnder the orders of Go- ‘
vernment dated 27th April 1858, No. 784, was employed in adjusting hl? a.ccount‘s. Mr.. Bus}l
will not be sent back to North~Arcot 7 but in~tompliance with the Officiating Chief Engineer’s

_ recommendation, in the propriety of which it is understood Captain" Francis agrees, Colonel

Lawford is authorized to post Mr. Bush to the District of Coimbatore, where he states the
services of an Executive Officer are very much required. :

(Signed) W. H. BAYLEY,
Acting Secretary to Governmeni.
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