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Fxtract from the MMinutes of Consultation, Sud November 1838. o

2ead letter from the Quarter Dlaster General of the Army, Tlead Quartersy Qotuctmund, Qud
November 1858, No. 976 ; to the Secretary to Government, Military Departmend.

Dy order of the Commander-in-Clief, 1 have the honor, to forward, for submission to
. overnment a copy of a report by Dr. 7. E. Williams Deputy Inspector General 11 M. Iospitals, ‘ S
u the Darrecks and IInspitals of the Regiment of Buropean Infantry quartered in Trort St. George‘,

His Excellency desires we to draw attention to the fact of the Deputy Inspéctor’s ‘opinion

vinciding with that he himself has so frequently expressed on this subj ect. !
‘

i catract from the observations of the Depuly Inspector General, ITer Mujesty’s Tospitals, on the .
‘ state of the Barracks and Iospitals ot Fort Saint George. ‘ v ' z;
. The Barracks gituated in- the Fort, are with the esception of the rooms up-sfairs, totally }}
I B " . . D . . . o WL
anfit for Buropean Troops and yet 11 consequénce of most of these: up-stair rooms being given r
‘over for the Officer’s accommodation’ &e., there are five Companies existing in the lower vooms, =~ - f
and only three quartered in the upper. The entire Barracks hardly call for deseription they are e
so well known and it will suffice to suy they consist of double storied and terraced buildings in ‘ o

! the form of a hollow parallelogram, and enclose a yard about 550 feet long and 48 feet wide, the

N floors of the lower rooms are flagged and little if at all above the level of the sea, there is hardly

'any ventilation in these rooms indeed there cannot be for even the upper rooms {which are

})oarclcd,) are not above the Fort wall and consequently are precluded from having a free circu-

Yation of air, so absolutely necessary every where, how much more so in Madras, and yet in this

fower story there arc now congregated 545 men, with an average of searce 60U cubic feet each,

‘what can be expected? They now send 12 per cent to Hospital and the men’s constitutions

!ffrom being in such a place must become deteriorated and debilitated, and the seeds of future

idiscase sown. ‘The upper rooms are certainly much better, there are only 261 men located here - .
!thfey have an averago of about 900 fect, they send O per cent to Hospital, ought not this convinee™ " -7 Al
Q ithe most doubtful that to take care of our Soldiers, we must give theme« breathing room, here
is a plain proof, 300 fect additional reduces the sickness 3 per cent3 DY having what I conceive
the lowest what ought to be in this Country 1500, sickness might be expected to reduce just

one half—Lord Ebrington has stated his opinion one borne out by every one who has paid much
« that the long continued mortality of the Army las been mainly used ,
ition of Parrack accommodation," if this is the case at home, how much
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" jattention to the subject,
lby the bad sanitory cend
more so in India.

These Barracks are surrounded by Iouses which exclude the fresh oir, by drains which are
offensive and many of them out of repair and at a short distance ofl the greatest nuisance of ail

) where the night soil collects but is not earried off from insufficient drainage, 2 constant noisoine .

| and unhealthy eflluvia comes wafted on the sca breeze preventing all the good of the latter called o

2 the West Indies ¢ the Doctor” and adding considerably to the chance of diseasc. : .

1 i
\ X The ITospital which is not a mile from the Fort is situated very low and close to a river, it
‘ iis uscless to describe it it is so well known, it, like the Barrack is surrounced by Buildings every

! where impeding the sea breeze, this and the defective drainage its low unhealthy situatica

1ouglxt to make one ponder before any alterations or improvenents are recommended, though they ‘ ,
i might be of some temporary benefit; inmy humble opinion it would be better to face the difliculty '
| at once, every one knows the great difficulty there is in‘cm'ing discase, even 'where every advan-
tage can be given to the patient, how must all this be increased when .ﬂ?e mok man is removed
to an Hospital such as this, 1 believe it is low.er than the sea and the ping uomates can hardly
breathe from bad ventilation and impure drains, Dbut almost worse than the difficulty of cure, is
sed by this state of things, and the Chronic diseases they

the long and tedious convalescense cau > of -
must lead to, T trust therefore I do not exceed my duties 10 secommending that some immediate
{ steps may be taken in respect to the Barrack and Hospital accommodation for a European Regi-

; " ment at Madras, I bave little hesitation in saying if good Barracks and 1lospitals are provided,
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built on arches a3 they are in the West Indies, the men induced to take care of themselves, as the
usermnent, recreation and employment provided for them, the Troops

men of the 44th now are; am -
to a far greater extent than they now do, and when leaving would -

40 Madras would enjoy health
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DL CHITY AWAY s beeus Of tuture Wiscascs, causing most likely the next stations to sufler in name

as to their healthiness [rom the ample cause, that in their previous station they lived in an impure
and uchealthy Barrack and when ill, were treated in an Hospital where convalescence was

protracted and the sceds of future disease likely to be sown from its bad construction and
unhealthy situation,

-

(Signed) J. B. WILLIAMS,
Dy. Inspector General I, BI.s Hospitals.

» ——— A rarn.

Communicated to the Departinent of Public Works and to the Town Major for information.

(True Extract & Copies.)

‘ . oAy . Dy. Seerclary to G’orcrnmént.
To the Department Public Works. /ﬁz?:f" 20 Aj"{:""ﬁ-@%’;u !
» Town Major, - ‘ 7

» Quarter Master General,
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