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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 5¢th November 1858,

WMN\’WW%
No. 5. Read the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel E. LAWFORD, Officiating Chief
Engineer; to the Secretary to Government, dated 9th October 1858, No. 4387.

Srr,
In accordance with para. 8 of Extract Minutes Consultation, No. 1931, dated 22nd Septem-
* No 693, dated 4th October 1858. ber 1858, I have the honor to forward copy of a letter* from the
* No. 46, dated 2nd October 1838. Dyistrict Engineer Chingleput, together with its enclosure® from
Mr. Biggers, Civil Engineer Chingleput District, submitting an explanation of the circumstances
under which a convicted thief was entertained by that Officer as a Head Lascar.

2. Itis represented that on taking charge of the Division, Mr. Biggers required Lascars,
and that his Jate Writer sent for Boorankhan (the thief in question) who had hitherto been em-
ployed for many years on Trunk Road No. 8, and from the fact of having been employed at the
time as Head Cooly on 7 Rupees per month, he was under the natural impression, that, that was
sufficient guarantee of his respectability and consequently engaged him as a Head Lascar.

Letter from Captain A. S. MOBERLY, District Engineer of Chingleput ; to Lieutenant-Colonel
E. LAWFORD, Officiating Chief Engineer, dated 4th October 1858, No. 693,

Sir,

With reference to Extract from your Proceedings No. 1951 of the £2nd September last,
communicated with your Memorandum No. 3982 of the 24th of the same Month, 1 have the honor
to forward the accompanying copy of a letter received from Mr. J, Biggers on the subject therein
adverted to, and to inform you that the Head Cooly Boorankhan was employed for many years
on Trunk Road No. 8, and was discharged in last year on account of the stoppage of works, and
Mr. Bigger's late Writer was also employed under Lieutenant Falconet and Captain Dansey for
a period of 3 years and I did not receive from them any complaiuts against him of the nature re-
ferred to, by Mr. Biggers.

Letter from J. BIGGERS, Esq., Civil Engineer, Chingleput District; to Lieutenant A. S.
MOBERLY, District Engincer, Chingleput, dated Carcongcoly, 2nd October 1838,
No. 46.

Sir, ‘

I have the honor to submit an explanation of the circumstances under which a conyicted
thief was entertained as a 1lead Lascar by me, when I took charge of this Division {October
29-57) I required Lascars : having had occasion to make enquiries about the Southern Trunk Road,
my late Writer (also a thief) sent for Boorankhan (the thief in question) who had been employed
as a Head Cooly on Rupees 7 per Mouth to give the information I required. Road-work being
stopped he was without employment ; from the fact of his having been employed asa Head Cooly
on Rupees 7 per month, I took him as a Lascar, thinking that a sufficient guarantee of his re-
spectability ; however shortly after I began to look upon him with suspicion as he began to screen
himself behind piers and pillars on my approach to the Bungalow. It was during his investiga-
tion at the Carungooly Cutcherry that the Tahsildar discovered he was a convicted thief
having stolen property to the value of Rupees 206-1-10 in money and jewelry.

No. 6. OrDER THEREON, No. 2301; dated 30th October 1858.

In reply to para. 3 of Extract Minutes Consultation, 22nd September 1858, No. 1951, the
Officiating Chief Enginecr submits letters from the District Engineer of Chingleput and Mr.
Biggers of the samz District, explaining the circumstances under which a convicted thief was en-
tertained as a head Lascar by the latter Officer. The explanation simply amounts to this that
the Lascar had been previously employed as a head cooly on 7 Rupees a month on the Southern
Trunk road, that this was taken by Mr. Biggers as a sufficient guarantee of the man's goed
character, and that the lascar was introduced to Mr. Digger’s notice by his late heoad writer, wha
he now says was himself a thief.
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 5th November 1858.

2. It thus now appears that both the writer and the cooly employed by Mr. Biggers were

convicted felous. These facts should impress the Officiating Chief Engineer with the necessity of

seeing that proper precautions are used in entertaining servantsin the Department. He does not
~ seem to think that there was anything remarkable in such carelessness. To the Government it
explains the whole matter of the robbery, and fully establishes the propriety of holding Mr.
Biggers responsible for the loss of the public money, as ordered in Exlract Minutes Consulta-
tion of the 22ud September.

(Signed) W.II. BAYLEY,
Acting Secrelary to Government.
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