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No. 183. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel E. LAWFORD, Officiating
. " Chicf Engincer ; to the Secretary to Government, dated 13th October 1858, No. 4474.

i, s

SR,

-

At the request of the Acting Collector of Madura, I have the honor to submit the fullow-
ing question for the decision of Government, viz, ¢ the limit of a Collector’s interference with B
the Avenuc trees.” S

2. DBy Extract Minutes Consultation uuder date 21th April v
1858 No. 768, it would appear that the Engineer Department
. " in every District, with the exception of Tanjore, is vested with
k the entire control of the Avenue trees, only rendering an account of the sale proceeds to the \

Collector at the end of the official year, after deducting expenses for planting &c.,

1 Copy of a letter.
No. 1067 dated 29th September 1858,

3. The Collector of the District has, of course, the protective control over the Avenue )
trees, equally with all Government property, but the District Engineer, when fuel is required i
for Public Works, should, I certainly think, be required to intimate the same to the Collector, 1
stating the quantity required, and the loeality where the trees are to be felled.

4. In connection with this subject, I would beg strongly to recommend to Government
some modification of their orders in Extract Minutes Consultation in the Revenue Department,
.No. 9, dated Gth January 1838, para.” 11, as regards the Avenue trees in the Tanjore District,
where the care of the trées is placed entirely under the Collector, and where they have been sold
and felled without any reference to the wants of the Department Public Works, a practise re-
sulting in extreme difficulty of obtaining Firewood for Government works, and greatly enhanc-
ing the price when obtained.

5. TFuel is an expensive article at all times in Tanjore, it has been rendered ‘moreso b
these indiscriminate sales, and it surely cannot be deemed advisable that Government should
consequentiy have to re-purchase the timber at an advanced rate, when the working secason
commences.

6. The Collector of Tanjore has, indeed, promised to meet the difficulty by informing the
Department Public Works when these sales are to take place, but it would be much more advi-
sable that there should be some specific orders on the subject, and I would therefore beg to sug-
gest, that no sales of trees should take place until the beginning of January, the commencement
of the working season, (intimation of each sale being given to the District Engineer), when the
Department would be in a position to purchase as required.

Letter from A. HATHAWAY, Esq., Acting Collector of Madura ; to Lieutenant.Colonel E.
LAWFORD, Officiating Chief Engineer, Fort Saint George, dated Kudukunal, 29th
September 1838, No 1067. "

Sir, .

‘ With reference to your letter of the 23rd Instant No. 3914, I would Wlsh to have the in- s
structions of Government as to the limit of the Collector’s interference with the Avenue trees, S

. ? 2. The objects mutually errized at, are preservation of the trees from destruction and mis-
> appropriation (which 1 presume can only be carried out by the Collector) and the supply of de-
cayed and useless trees to the Public Works Department. .

3. To ensure the former, it appears to me necessary that application should be made to the
Collector (in whose custody is the fund derived from their sale proceeds) for permission to cut o
’ down trees when required ; otherwise he cannot check frauds that might be committed by the
villagers, or subordinate Officers.

4. Tt is natural that the desire to obtain the necessary fuel for carrying on works entrust-
ed to them, should prevail in the minds of subordinates of the Public Works Department, over any
care that the Avenues be maintained ; and when the villagers find that trees are cut down with-
out reference to the Collector, they will not abstain from taking what they want.
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letter that the Collector has already promised to meet the diflicuity by informing the Engineers
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Tort Saint Géorge, Public YWorks Consultation of 29th October 1858,
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5. The proposition for removing uscless trees and the substitution of new ones should, I
think, emanate from the Civil Engiuncer; as connected with hLis duties, but if their custody is

removed entirely from the supervision of the C.llector, I think the Avenues will suffer. b

No. 184, ORDER THEREON, No. 2288; dated 29th October 1838.

1. In this letter, Lieut.-Colonel Lawford submits for the decision of Government, a ques-
tion put to him by the Acting Collector of Madura, viz. how far the Collector of a District should
interfere with the Avenue trees, which were placed in charge of the D. P, W. by Extract Minutes |
Consultation 21th April 1838, No. 708, in every District except Tanjore. Under this order the
trees are placed under the entire control of the Engincers who however render an account of the
sale proceeds to the Collector at the end of the o ficial year. The Acting Collector of Madura now '
considers that inasmuch as the protective contrcl of these trees (equally with that over all Go- :
vernment property) is vested in the Revenue Ilead of the District, application shou}d be made
to that Officer for permission to cut, when fuel is required for Public Works. The Chi.€En-
gineer agrees with him, and the Government see no objection to the arrangement.

2. Connected with the same subject, the Officiating Chicf Engineer recommends that in
Tanjore where the Avenue trees do not belong to Government but to the Mirasidars, and are
under the charge of the Collector alone, sales of felled trees should take place at the begioning
of the working season (January) as the present system of selling without reference to the wants
of the D. P. W. has resulted in extreme difficulty in obtaining firewood for Government works,

[ad

3. The Government learn from the concluding para. of Lieutenant-Colonel Lawford's

when the sales are to take place. They are of opinion that this is all that can be expected. The
trees are the property of the Mirasidars, and are sold on their account, the Collector as the cus-
todan of their rights will see that such sales take place to the best advantage; and the Go- :
vernor in Council is of opinion that it would not be just to restrict these sales to one particular
time of the year, in order to favour the Public Works Department. Now that due notice is
given of the sales, it will always be in the Engineer’s power to make what purchases are re-
quired and to store the timber if not immediately wanted. '

et e

oy

(Signed) W. H. BAYLEY, R
Acting Secretary to Government,
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