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Fort Saint George, Pubhc Works Consultation of 29th OCIober 1858
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No. 152, Read the following letter from Lieutenant Colonel E: EAWF ORD, Oﬂﬁciating
Chief Engineer; to the Secretary to Govemment dated Ist Octobet 1858, \’o. 4165.

o
- . r -
- ' -

Sig, . . . 2.

With reference to the orders quoted in the margin,* I have the honor to submit copies of
Fx. Mins. Coms. No, 1558, dated COXrespondence, relative to a Bungalow built at Culcudda with

11:h August 1857 -materials for which Mr. Addis has been charsed, and for the use of
Ex. Mins Cons. No. 1877 dated 5th . . ° .

October 1857, which by the Department of Public Works, he now claims rent.
No. 497 dated 27th August 1858, . L. .

from W, J. Addis, Esq., Ex. Engr. 2. The Acting District Engineer has recommended that

Chiitledrooz Division, .
No. 601, September 25th 1858, from <200 Rupees should be deducted from the sum for which Mr.

Dustrict Engincer Cuddapah. Addis is held responsible on account of 80,000 bricks used in
the walls of the Bungalow, but he objects to allow rent for the use of a building which Mr.
Addis had previously occupied rent free, although built at Government expense.’ ‘

3. Mr. Addis also claims rent for the Pay Office, the materials of which, have been like-
wise placed to his debit, but Lieutenant Shaw Stewart proposes that the bu1ld1n0 shall be valued, ’
and the amount deducted from the retrenchment. .

4. As far as Mr. Addis is conecemed, I think that he has no claim to rent for either of the
buildings in question, but I consider him fully entitled to the deduction of their actual value
from the amount he is called on to refund, and I shall instruct the District Engineer to submit
a complete Statement thereof, which will be laid before Government. Lieutenant Shaw Stewart’s
suggestion to convert the Culcudda Public Works Bungalow into a Traveller's Bungalow, is I

- think very judicious, and I beg to support it entirely, I solicit the orders of Government on
Licutenant Stewart's proposal, that Overseers’ Bungalows shall be repaired by themselves.

Letter from W. J. ADDIS, Esq., Exccutive Engineer, Chittledroog Division; to Captain
r. M. I‘RA“OIS, x\atms curo’miuna.xng r‘ng‘lnPPl‘ (‘Pnfl’ ll Cll'CIE, f]aled Cam') Seeroh
27th August 1858, No. 497, )

i

. t
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Extract from the Proceedings of the Chief

* Engineer, with copy of a letter from Lieutenant Shaw Stewart and would beg to lay the follow-
ing remarks and explanation for the favorable consideration of the Acting Chlef Engineer.

Sig, : :

'

2. With reference to para. 2 of Lieutenant Stewart’s letter now under acknowledoment,\
I would beg to be permitted to remark that bad I been informed that the order to hand over to
me the records of my former charge had been cancelled, I would have sent for my writer,
who wa$ at Cuddapah, but it was only after I had written and asked Lieutenant Stewart not to
detain my writer longer than was necessary, that he informed me he was precluded from com-
plying with my request by the Acting Chief Engineer’s order conveyed to him on the 1st of
June last, and on my comparing the dates, I percexved that this order cancelling the former could,
have been communicated to me nearly a month earlier, * . !

3. Alluding to the 4th para. of Lieutenant Stewart’s letter in which he states “that it is,
impossible for him to state positively whether the Pay-Office alluded to is partly my property\’
or not, which he certainly says is not altogether mine, as in a Bill then before hin headed on'
account of building Bungalow at Culcuddah on Trunk Road No. 11, there is an item charged
for a 1000 Screws for Culcuddah Pay-Office.” With reference to this para. I can only state’
that, since the decision of Government was made, holding me responsible for so large a sum for
material that was pronounced unfit for use, the rent of this Pay-Office is due to me, seeing the
building lad been erected with this condemned material, and had I not . been held responsible
as [ now am, the building in'question would then undoubtedly have been the property of Go+
vernment, but this as you will be pleased to perceive alters the case, hence the cause of my apply-
ing for the rent and which I in person informed Mr. George when at Culcuddah in February
last, T would be ohngcd to do, 1 therefore trust that it will be admiited that this sum is faulj
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Fort Saint George, Public WWorks Consultation of 29th October 1858.

due to me and that the amount entered against the item for a 1,000 Screws be deducted, and the
rest up to the date, Government are pleased to purchase the building be paid me.

4. With reference to the 5th para. of the letter now under acknowledgment, I beg to state
that I am fully prepared to prove my assertion that the roof now on the building of the Bunga-
Jow at Culcuddah is boni-fide my private property, as I have repeatedly stated, although the bill
referred to by Lieutenant Stewart has entries in it for Timber, Sawyers, Carpeuteys, &c. &c. &c
which was the expenditure of the first or original roof. This was afterwards removed having

“been greatly destroyed by white-ants, and the present 100f on the building is unquestionably
erected from the wood &c. I am now held responsible for, so that I shall conclude by adding
sthat, I shall feel much obliged by the Officiating Chief Engineer applying to Government for
the value of this part of the material, also, that has been used for the Bungalow in question, at
the same time he is pleased to recommend to Government that a reduction of 200 Rupees be
made on account of the bricks already used for the building.

Letter from Lieutenant J. H. M. SHAW STEWART, District Engineer of Cuddapah ; to
Major E. LAWFORD, Officiating Chief Engineer, dated Cuddapah, 25th September
1858, No. 601. -

Sir,

In compliance with the instructions contained in your Extract Proceedings of the 10th
Instant No. 3574, I have the honor to submit the following observations upon Mr. Addis’ claim
to rent for the Bungalow and Pay-Office at Culcudda.

2. With regard to the Bungalow, Mr. Addis allows that the roof was originally erected at
the cost of Government ; but when that was destroyed by white-ants, it was removed, and the
present roof substituted. On this point Mr. Addis’ statement must of course be conclusive.
Nor have I any means of either confirming or refuting the assertion made by Mr. Addis, that
“ the present roof on the building is unquestionably erected from the wood, &c.” for which he
was held responsible. o ) .

3. From Mr. Addis’ own account however, I think the following facts are manifest. When
employed upon the Cuddapah and Chittoor road, he built for himself a house at the expense of
Government. Ile lived in this house, I cannot say exactly how long, but without paying a
farthing of rent.

The original roof is destroyed by white-ants, whether from carelessness or from age does

‘not appear. In either case, I most certainly am of opinion that, he was bound to repair the roof

at his own cost. He is not "satisfied with the expense of the house being defrayed by Govern-
ment, and with living in it for years’ rent free, but he further expects that it is to be kept in
repair for him at the expense of Government. This is, I think, going a little too far.

4. This is a point to which, I have long wished to call your attention, especially with re-
ference to the Overseers’ sheds, one of which at least has been built in every Talook in this
District. Considering that these sheds are built for their convenience, and that they are allowed
to occupy them free of all rent, I think it is nothing but fair to Government that the occupant
of each shed, should be bound to keep it in repair at his own cost; and to deliver it over to his
successor in the condition in which it was when he took possession. I strongly recommend that
this be adopted as a general principle. I have seen more instances than one in which the libe-
rality of Government in this respect was greatly abused. That much greater care will be taken
of the sheds, when it is clearly understood that the occupant is bound to execute the repairs, is
self evident.

5. 'However with regard to Mr. Addis, the argument is much stronger. Ile was not in
the position of an Overseer, but of an Officer: and I cannot help saying that, I do not think the
plea which'he now brings forward is one quite worthy of his position.

6. 'With regard to the Pay-Office, I am of course .quite unable to state with certainty
whether it was buils at the expense of Government, or not. When I recommended to you, on
the 2nd "August last, that a deduction of Rupees 200, should be made from the total amount
for which~Mr.’Addis was held responsible, I was certainly of opinion that the 80,000 bricks,
whose value that sum represented, had been used in building, both the Bungalow and the small |
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Pay-Office. If every biick in both buildings were numbered, T think they would fall shoit of
that number. ‘

7. I confess my inability to report satisfactorily on the matter. Should you think that °
Mr. Addis’ letter establishes the fact of the Pay-Office having been built at his own expense, [
would recommend not that rent be paid for the building, Lut that it be valued, and the sum de- .
ducted from the amount for which he is held responsible. I cannot help saying that, I think it ¢
strange that Mr. Addis should assert a claim to the building after the lapse of more than two
years since he left the District. With regard to the roof of the Bungalow, I bave already
stated that, I do not think Mr. Addis has the least claim.

8. In conclusion, I would recommend that in future the Bungalow in question, with is
out-houses, be converted into a Traveller’s bungalow. At present alony that line of road, there
is no resting place for Travellers between Chittoor and Rachotee, a distarce of more than 50 miles.
An estimate of Rupees 2,020, is sanctioned for a Bungalow at Peelair, but even that is 35 miles
from Rachotee. Culcudda exactly halves the distance, and a Bungalow there would make two
very convenient stages, each of 17} miles.

I have the henor to return Mr. Addis’ letter to the Superintending Engineer.

No. 153. . ORDER THEREON, No. 2273 ; dated 28th October 1838.

The Government concur in the view which the Officiating Chief Engineer has taken of Mr,
Addis’ claim to rent on account of the buildings referred to, and they desire that Lieut.-Colonel
Lawford, will obtain and submit the Statement promised in para. 4.

2. The District Engineer’s sugzestion to convert the Culcudda Public Works Bur‘lgalow
intoa Travellers Bungalow, will be referred for the report of the Collector of Cuddapah through
the Board of Revenue. \

3. With regard to Lieutenant Stewart's proposal that Overseers should be required to re-
pair their Sheds ut their own expense, on the ground that they are allowed to occupy them rent
free, the Officiating Chief Engineer is referred to para. 10 of the Bengal
Public Works Code,® in which the practice of allowing public Off-
cers and others to occupy Government building rent free, on condition of keeping them in
repair, is prohibited, arent fixed with reference to the value of the property is inall cases to be
demanded, and the repairs are to be made by the Agency of the Public Works Department.
The Government would follow the same course in this Presidency.

* Page 76.

(Signed) W. II. BAYLEY,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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