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Consultation of 29th Cclober 1858.

e
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Read the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel E. LAWFORD, Oiciating

Chief Engireer; to the Secrctary to Government, dated 30th September 1858, No. 4130

* TLxtract Minates Consultation No, 493 March 17" 1958.

do t93 April 35 do.
do 897 May 8th . do.
do 1044 June 1st do.
do 1427 July 220d ° lo,
do . 1610 August 1Jth  do.

Enclosures 8,

® 1. Tetter from District Engnicer of Tanjore, No.
102, dated 12th August 1858, with Enclosure.

Sir,

With reference to Extract Minutes Con-
sultation No. 267, dated 1Gth February 1838
and subsequent orders of Government, I have
the honor to submit the papers marginally no-
ted,® connected with the case of Sub-Enginéer
Maitland and Sub-Overscer Seencvassa Naik.

2. On receiving Major Boileau’s report,
dated 12th August 1838, it scemed to me that
Government would not be sati»fied unless the

1 Do No. 118, dated 27th R . N
from Da Do, views of Major Birdwood, and Mr, Maitland’s own
with one Enclosure. .

1 do 16th September do. from Ofiint.ag Super- account of the transactions referred to, were also

intending Engineer Southern Circle
1 do. No 165, dated 25th September 1858, from Dastrict

laid before them, and this last paper has only just
Engincer Tanjore, with 2 Faclusuies. : .

been recc.ved.

3 1 do not observe that T am called on to offer any further opinion of my own on the ques-
tion, but T am satisfied that Government will give every consideration to the fact of Major Boi-
leau’s entire exculpation of Mr. Maitland, and Major Birdwood’s admission that while he consi-
dered the Sub-Engineer’s conduct unusual and incomprehensible # No tangible proof of miscon-

duct existed.””

4. As fur as relates to Sub-Overseer Scenevassa Naik, it will be seen that Major Boileau
considers him also undeserving of the punishment of dismissal, but as he also states® that the man
' is not to be found and as [ did not recommend his appointment
* No, 102 of 12th August 1858 para, 5. . : . . .

and still do not regard him as fit for the position ke holds in
the Department, I beg to recommend the removal of his name from the List of Subordinates.

Letter from Major A. BOILEAU, Officiating District Engineer of Tanjore; to Major E.
LAWFORD, Officiating Chief Engineer, dated Tranquebar 12th August 1838, No.102.

Sir, .

Adverting to Para. 8 of Extract Minutes of Consultation No. 693, of the 15th April, and
to the Extract from your Proceedings of 12th and 20th May 1858, Nos. 257 and 467, I have
the honor to report, that I have investigated the charges made by the Collector in his letter No.
212, dated 27th June 1857, against Mr. Maitland, and Seenervassa Naick, the nature, extent and
grounds of which against the former are as follow.

9, That only three days after a certain riotous assault made by the Villagers of Teeroova-
dachary upon the Thasildar of Codavassel, with a view to prevent that functionary from arrang-
ing for the carrying outof a certain cut-off in the river Poothaur, Mr. Sub-Engineer Maitland,
did write a yadast (couched in terms somewhat exalted and unbefitting his position) to the said

. Thasildar, sending him instructions direct to stop the said cut until the orders of the District

Engineer were received, regarding the extension of the cut as proposed by Mr. Maitland in the
Naranamungalum lands, (spite being roundly stated to be the motive which led him to propose
such extension) and did thereby “ support the very Act which the Villagers had lawlessly com-
bined to effect, without having personally proceeded to, and examined the cut, subsequent to
the assault on the Thasildar,” in doing all of which he, the said Sub-Enginéer Mr. Maitland,
¢ has become an innocent, or wilful tool in the hands of a Native Maistry Seenevassa Naick.”

3. That Mr.*Maitland did write such a yadast is very truz, and that he wrote it three
days after the riot is equally consistent with fact ; but thére is uandeniable reason to suppose,
that it was a mere © post hoc’ not ¢ propter hoc’ proceeding. This part of the charge
against Mr. Maitland, rests merely upon a coincidencz ; for the truth is, that so far frome.-
being cognizant of the riots, at the time he wrote his yadast, he had no information of



P

' e Conealtation of 29th Owtobe 8§38.
Public Works Corsultation of 99th Owtober 185
orge,

PPy
P — T ——

9 Fort Saint Ge

s s n »
hate el‘, as he 18

g h Instant, he
ton ¢ How, and why at this particular juucture, the 18t
Mr. Phillips’ questron )

Y .
Ir l;] ‘an(l sSaw u C y i o1l i the matter Of the Cut, as to 1ssuc

\ \ t ca d(,ul lntel'ft.l’lng n ; . ‘

A PP : ause fOt sO S d : : ; .
](l s pelc:llt)tol)y ma )ddte to t‘]e. '1 hdsilddl n]lght be thus Slluply d spo&cd‘ .O'f ’ but l" ay b:’
f"]:(her ]t" )]]ed to as ' l ‘ 1 a U. 1 a ma y

. I i l fO“U\\‘b, l“l'. lel[land h q. .)ll\.‘d .r.'d -\de a surve of tl e' lUCal -
|.v on |he. ‘l,“ J"]le‘, ‘Ind to impl‘O\'e as he COllCcH‘ed,.the river 5tlll fu[‘hel, he xnuked 0' ut

o ’ ( b4 ‘. i € me -
‘ d. 1 Qto submitlin( a ‘Re lsed Estlmate f\)r thc 8a y he le‘t t]le bub O\el *
i o
the cuttlllas, an pl‘lO

timate the
. ) taken up, and to es
. antity of land to be in order that
- sy sure the exact quan r ncerued, in orde
seer Seencvassa Naik to meaaication' with the Curnums of the ‘;lla{:,’es c(l:mitted i’n as complete
. 1 ommun . H t nlilf 1t be su .
value of the same 1n ¢ ¢ tment, his estimate mig . . : which
. the Depar ’ sl s information,
in aceordance wnh"th?l‘:ulebfuob Overseer took fouiteen days tohful'ﬂlbd (;htl: a Petition from the
< ssible. 1e N d on the same date,
a form as possible ; n the 18th June, an arry out the
. Sub-Engineer on tae 1 he Thasildar was about to carry
was received by the ] informed him, that the Th . inasmuch as the
. Meerassidars intor : istake easily fallen into, ina )
Teeroovadachary Meerassi fision. This was a mista ) . ir size and direction.
original cut, setting aside Ex\:s “;1‘ lI;u:lk of the river, difer but slightly in their Smedathc notifica-
> North ba . is Sub-Overseer, an
) . d from his Su 1
information he require ink very properly, a
The receipt then of thi [: l}ii;nlfi‘:\e was being set-aside, appeared, “fnd ! ?:T:,, thz grogress of
. g tha . - sures ior arresting o
tion from the Ryots, . ke full and decided measu IGih
take fu . d already on the 16t
. . Sub-Engineer to ded, because, he had alr
fitting time to the . d of. I say full and decided, ) . difGeult to
o whi had disapproved ol. he Sub-Overseer. It isso di
the “'Olks, “hICh he d n the l'(‘Port Of the u N h sy "te"
t to be deferred, o o discern whether *“sp
May ordered the.\.vork on which others act, that 1 have n'ot Iieen able t Jum cut extension, but
discover the mOtl‘dei“P t the bottom of Mr. Maitlaud S'I\aranar?“;g tter, and from my ac-
;as a e Inatter,
“‘ ag roundly stated,” wa " . oken out on the who : .
which he has sp ) shine in river lines, I am
arguing from the open way, l1n too great tendency for cutting and slashing in river ’
.. with his commonly too g v such unworthy motives.
quamtdl(llcte ’ doubt, whether he was actuated by any such u y
Trepared to 4

two cuts proposed on the

i itland's having
i he oe, viz., of Mr. Mai
1 poition of the charge, i AL
ins only to treat of the fina ' O encvaon Naik™ s Mo
. remrlni::oc{:nt, or wilful in the hauds of his Sub-Over;;t:i;e e from such
\ becom(;'a o ’tl e man to bea wilful tool in the hands oﬂf‘anyt n ; ;n;nd it Mr
Maitland is ot 10 ’ spondence suflices to m 1t Mr
. 1 of the whole "corresy I: disallowed the Maistry's
Ailand,  sored throug} chly independent part. Iz di s
i ted
it throughout, a thoroughly ! i ohioh o exbibited,
Mal_dand, actgfl[ituted ;ﬁs o“:n, he repdmanded th2 Maistry ff)r tl}xf d w;{h R ———
M suh'b in strong terms to the District Engineer, chargmg? 1m,:l th e o;fy thin aoan
e ins cer, ¢ . )
a"d.’eportﬁrh‘m in all t?;is was he a tool in the Maistry’s hands? Ir?.te;xdqu) A i
"“’“"a;' high er::mdinfv letter to the Thasilaor (which h.lzls l;eant “;s o found
S cally | hy is that Lis survey alluded to 4
. be really blameworthy is . ‘ o oroposei by Him.
o seemsbtofl{) ardsyout but that was not in the further extenswh gceﬁ e iande]
. . , ' e
in one item to ed yite correct. For this carelessness the Sub-Engmeet;’ as.nltes S
03 M v u . : r l )
which were foun ) qmunicatiou with the Thasildars on the. part of su~ o’ ates in stophng
. c_"m i the old regime, when as in the presentec
Works, was I believe admitted under the Iy
i - - A -
report was made to the District Engineer.

i -Oversezr Seenevassa

5. The other individual against whom charges are mad; 1st;l|:§z:)}fi)s e

caick ; hear, that this man has been heard of, since shortly Csmissal, bis pre-

Naick ; I. car-mot : unknown, and so I have beea unable tosend for im to e 2 e

him i o a“{l l.d:::rious docu,ments before me that he is stated to have‘ ,(.;n'en'st e [:.t ©

e gathef ll.'omltR.(;oters in the riot of the 15th June, and to have passed the gtre.lx :rit;l)l ol

olne 0-[. the ‘pm:ich;t)atinv a'dd’resses for him; further he is said to have commur'):ca el . ehainy

mc-n:ght " : N 31 e t of the riot and to have been playing the game o.f the lecroovil‘ iy

B'I'alddnd i v 5}‘: )J'ecbeen mainly the cause of the riot ¢ and further he is c}mrged by .br.tc(1 -
?‘l“:}:erj" :;‘f’ttIana‘:'i(h acting from unworthy motives,in certain delay which are attribu

ingineer Mai s

Lim.”

i  Te vadachairy and

G. The Sub-Overseer resided at the Bridze Works 7} miles ffomr'l:t:lo?; z:cxll‘;chﬂoz’ and

artai .] pears to have been’ visited by one or two of the persons imp lch anthe Hon o

c‘;r“”.‘ ):1:5:{;10 whatever to show that he was aware that any disturbance ha Zmal %mcer "
-:;':sr(;\alxsrbourin; Rioters; they came naturally to him as the.nearest Departm

i ' request of the
point out that the cut was being commenced, which had been postponed at the jreq

e e e ———- s

avoided taking advantage of the exasperati
8ers, for whose benefit the cut was int
table consequences might have ensued.

issued for their apprehension. B
named Sawmyapillay, is shewn fr
‘to have sought shelter and an asyl
Charry of the Ist Class Maistry S
the construction of the Vettaur br

e e LR

.

U
Fort Saing George, Public Works Consultation of o4 Octoler 1838, 3
———————

e
tothe Thasildar dated 1Gth 3
erhaps the Sub-Overseer and ¢

Sub-Engineer, as contained in his Yadast
to write to Mr. Maitland on the subject, p
ploy the night in the house of the lormer
show that the visit, was either at 7 A

to visit who have had busy slee
not that he w
his dictating

Iay, and to request him
Le two Roiters did em-

« M. or 10 A. M. of the 16th unlik

pless nights) with his aid, but so long as the Sub-Overseer knew
as in any way abetting a riotous cause, there could be no objection, I conceive to
for the parties in question, Urzees of the character on record in this office, dated
at that very period, and the very same probably, as those reported to be written. These Urzees
are couched in proper terms (showing that if Seenevass Naick counselled the rioters, he counsel-
led them well) and solicit merely that the cut should not 8o on giving the reasons why, and the
a1€ not certainly in the Sub-Overscer's hand writing, Mr, Phillips expresses himself gs morally
sure that the maistry had communication on the subject of the riot with Alr, Maiiland. On this
point the Sub-Engineer was closely interrogated, and he states distinetly that no communi.
cations of the kind were received from the Sub-Overseer. A letter certainly from the Sub-Overseer
to the Sub-Engineer, dated on the day of the riot was received by the latter.

I have read it,
but the informution called for by My,

Maitlaud regarding tle
posed by the Sub-Engineer, There is
-Engineer, or Sub-Overseer
e after it occurred, and I can well believe
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prove them against him.
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here is in this last case ground
against the Sub-Overseer.

Letter from 1I. D, PIIILLIPS, Esq., Acting

Collector of Tanjore ; to Major W. J, BIRD.-
WOOD, District Lngineer; dated Kodi

caray 27th June 1857, No. 212,
Sir,

A few days ago, an assault was committed®
®

on the Tahsildar of Codarvassel Talook and the
Peons usually in attend

ance on an Oflicer of that rank, by a body of
villagers supposed to belong to Teroovadachairy, who assembled, about )

to oppose the progress of a cut through a bend of the ri er Poottaur,
ths ago, was suggested and estimated for by 1st Class Maistry, Aroo-

15th June 1857,

one hundred in number,
which, about three mon
moogum Pillay.

2. The assault, in fact, amounted to aregular riot in its features.

pelted with stones and hard mud, and was struck by them, as was also the
His peons fared similarly and had no )

The Tabsildar was
Poney he was riding,
y the Tabsildar, who
Naranamungalum vill,..
spot, I feel that lumen-

3. The persons who heade

ot, in the house at Coiada
reenevassa Naick, who, you are aware, is now Superintending

idge at that place; and I have satisfact
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ing that the greater part of the night was spent by the Maistry in dictating addresses for the
said Sawmyapillay, one of which may have reached you on the subject of the cut, whilst anotker

is believed to have gone to Mr. Maitland, your Sub-Engineer, I have evidence as to the fuct of

the dictation by the Maistry.
4. It is not clear to me whatis the character of the connection between Mr. Maitland
a Naick ; but this much s clear, that three days after the riotous assault
the Codavassal Tahsildar received from Mr. Maitland the comimuni-
cation a yadastt of which Ibeg to enclose a copy and a literal trans-
lation. B

and Maistry Sreenevass

4 Dated 15th June 1857.

5. *You will observe that in this case Mr. Maitland orders the immediate and ertire
cessation of the work of the cut estimated for by Aroomooga Pillay, and directs that a continua-
tion of it be made as in the accompanying sketch, from C. to D. without which he considers
that the A to B cut, which Aroomooga Pillay planned will be useless.

G. But I must here point out, that Mr. Maitland's communication to the Tahsildar, sup-
porting as it does the very act, which the villagers lawlessly combined to effect, was made to the
Tahsildar, without his (Mr. Maitland) having personally proceeded to and examined the cut sub-
sequent to the assault on the Tahsildar. I ask, then, on what has Mr. Maitland proceeded
when taking a step, which under the circumstances, stated becomes of high importance, espe-
cially, as it is known that a principal rioter was in the Maistry’s house the night after the riot,
ang as I am morally sure the Maistry has had communication on the subject with Mr. Maitland.
Mr. Maitland should, I submit, be required carcfully to explain how and why at this particular
juncture, the 18th Instant, he saw cause for so suddenly interfereing in the matter of the cut asto
issue his peremptory mandate to the Tahsildar of which copy accompanies.

7. If he shall deny that the maistry communicated with him, on which point I may be able
to get evidence, what led him to write his Yadast 2 I know from the Tahsildar’s statement to me at
Cordacherry that he (Mr. Maitland) was once at the site of the proposed cutting some 10 or 15 days
previously ; but between that period and the date of the mandate there was ample time to stt.)p
the cut, and suggest that it be continued in the manner now shown in the sketch, was there such
urgent necessity for stopping the work and proposing its extension that Mr. Maitland should
‘assume the responsibility of addressing the Tahsildar direct on the subject, a communication
which I believe to be very objectionable unless under great emergency.

8. I have bere to beg you will observe that the prolongation of the cut which Mr, Mait-
land deems necessary, will pass 'through the land of the villagers of Naranamungalum, for whose
beunefit the cut proposed by Armoogapillay was estimated. But taking Mr. Maitland‘s sketch to
be correct, I would defer to your professional opinion whether there can be any necessity for
such prolongation ? Is the river bend between Cand D such as to call for an extended cut ? By
persons on the spot, it is deemed wholly unnecessary and itis foundly stated to be proposed mere-
ly to spite the Naranamungalum people. The Maistry Streenevasa Naick is said to be playing
the game of the Teroovadascherry villagers; and to have been mainly the cause of the riot, and ;f
this be correct, supported as it is by the fact of the principal rioter having received his aid as
stated in para 2, Mr. Maitland should, I consider, be required to explain how he has become ei-
ther an innocent or wilful tool in the Maistry’s hands.  As, however, although the Maistry drawing
pay through your office, is to a certain extent under my control until the 31st proximo, when th:;
executive transfer will be r.nade to your Department, Mr. Maitland is subordinate only to you I
place the matter in your hands in the hope thatit will receive the consideration which it undoubt-
edly requites. ’ .

9. It now becomes my duty to draw your attention to the st i
] ' yle and tenor of Mr. Maitland's
Yadast to the Codavassel Tahsildar. aidands

10. You will observe that Mr. Maitland has completely set at naught the instructions which
the Chief Engineer Colonel Faber recently circulated in respect of cor:espondence between T (}:1
sildars and the non-commissioned subordinates of your Department, according to these Mr M:it'
land was required to restrict his designation of himself to the official appellati:n “Sub-En rr.incer "
with which the Grovernment have honored him in the Gazette that fixed him in his prese;t ﬁos’t
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