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, . PusLic Works DEPARTMENT.
v ' Public.
~ Fort Saint GEORGE.

* «

’ 18th Oclober 1838. ,;

: No. 2186. S v

e

T. PYCROFT, Esa., . .
Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George.

Masor R.STRACHEY, ' X
Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, D. P. .

. SIR,

I am directed to submnit, for the favorable consideration of
the Government of India, the accompanying communication®
from the Officiating Chief Engineer, with its enclosures from the Acting Disturict Engineer of
Coimbatore, relative to the proposed construction of a road from Maumbut on the Beypoor river,
by the Carcoor Pass, to Chuckanullah on the Mysore frontier, with a branch from Goodaloor to

Ootacamund.

® 20d Septémber 1858, No, 3367.

2. The desirableness of forminga road on the Western slopes of the Neilgherries, with
the view of affording an easy communication with the Western Coast, has been for some time
pressed on the attention of this Government. Recently Colonel Lawford, the Officer in charge
of the Central Office, submitted for consideration a letter addressed to the District Engineer of
Coimbatore by Mr. J. Ouchterlony, offuring to contribute a sum of Rupees 5,000 towards the
construction of a road from the head of the Carcoor Pass to the Beypoor river, on the line from

Ootacamund to the Western Coast. The Government observed*
‘ﬁf;r‘:f;riri&ggsbg 735_,’?““““0“ that 2 sum of nearly 3,000 Rupees, had been expended in tracing
' that line, and that a further sum of 5,000 Rupees had been
granted out of the one lac fund for widening the Trace. The grant, they added, was solely in-
tended for the recovery and preservation of the Trace that had already been made ; but as Mr.
Ouchterlony was desirous that his contribution should be laid out in the construction of an
efficient road for traffic, they requested the District Engineer to state whether, with the 5,000
Rupees offered by Mr. Ouchterlony, he could so improve the line as to make it of any practical
value to that Gentleman ; and if so, to receive and expend the sum offered, without furtherre~
ference to them, '

3. 1Inasubsequent Minute* of Consultation, upon aletter
from the Officer in charge of the Central Office, submitting the
District Engineer’s report of his proceedings after giving over-charge of the Coimbatore District
to Mr. I'raser, the Government considered it very desirable that some information should be laid
before them as to the actual progress of the work on the Carcoor line, the expenditure incurred
thereon, and the funds available for future operations. They stated that, as surmised by Colo-
nel Lawford, it was the intention of Government that work should be resumed on this line, on
the termination of the monsoon; and they approved his proposal to call on the Acting District
Engincer for a report on his future Plan of operations, in wl-lich they hoped i.nformation vyox.zld
be furnished on the points above adverted to. This requisitlo‘n l'las resulted in the submlss3on
of the present letter from the Officiating Chief Engineer, witt} its enclosures from the Acting

District Engineer of Coimbatore, .

* 9th July 1858, No. 1326.

4. The Acting District Engineer’s report describes what had been done to the road up to
the close of the last working season, and what remains to be done ; and the Siatement appended
. shows that Rupees 245 have been expended in excess of the total outlay of Rupees 7,900
sanctioned by this Government on three different occasions. But this excess; it is stated, will be
more than covered by the value of the plant and implements in hand.
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. i 9. With regard to the contribution of 5,000 Rupees offered by Mr. Ouchterlony, the Offi-

) : , ittec dified. It appears that 1n o g ot - Vs

5. ‘The"p;']o‘,zct 1§owe\er, as m:lw Sub{l;nte}l{, hs;nls)zzn igrenizz‘:a‘:‘z?n; eC O“CCtOfI:)f Malabat, . ciating Chief Engineer recommends that it should.not at pr.esent e received, for-the reasons

(;m:lf%rymg:’pralitn If‘r:n‘gzwtshlegzsigistriit ‘E:ﬂinec;r the ’main line has b:en carried from the My- which he assigns in para. 8; and in the propriety of his recommendation, this Government
n N > ’ .

sore frontier, through the Wynaud, and by the Carcoor Ghaut, to the navigation on 'fhe concur. . ‘ |
Beypoor river, with a branch from Goodaloor to Ootacamund. This change in th.e m'fm.l line : 10. Tt only now remains to 2 dvert -to the {;reat a .dvan tages offered by this important
the Officiating Chief Engineer considers desirable, and the Government concur in his opinion. line of road, both in a commerciajl.a‘nd Military point of view. Its formation, as will be seen by
6. In his letter dated 14th August 1858, Mr. Fraser roughly calculates the cost of forming . the sketched Map, will aﬁ‘ofrd facxlme]s;lfor_th; transport t;l) thz;l Wstem Coa{s't’IOf the prod.uce of
the main line and branch, including metalling and bridging, at about 4} lacs; and Major Lawford, the Mysore country, and of the valuable timber, especially the Sissoo, which abounds in the

‘Wynaad Hills. The branch from Ootacamund to Goqdaloor will facilitate communication be-
tween the Neilgherries and Malabar, and afford ready means of detaching European Troops, on
occasions of emergency, from Jackatallah to the disturbed parts of that District. At present
the only route open to them is that by the Coonoor Ghaut, Mettapolliem and Paulghaut, the

7. Mr. Fraser gives the following summary of the preliminary works yet to be executed On . Sispara Ghaut being too steep to permit of carriage being used upon it. The distance by the
this line. ' Lt : \ Carcoor pass to Munjairy, the scene of recent disturbances, is 77 miles ; while by Cooncor and
Paulghaut, the distance is 122 miles. Such being the advantages of the proposed line, this Go-
vernment are unwilling that the portion of it which has already been traced, at the expense of

though of opinion that they could not be thoroughly executed for much less then that sum, €00 [
siders that no safe conclusion can be arrived at regarding the probable cost, until the Trace 18
finished and approved, and surveys and estimates are prepared.

Trace cut one yard wide to be rectified as described.

M. M. much labor, skill and loss of health, should be destroyed by the encroachment of the
On the main HNe... v cvr wee wee ennmemenene e e 17 ) jungle; and they therefore desire me strongly to recommend that the early sanction of the
On the Neilgherry branch. ... ...« eee e eeeomeonmeee 3 . Government of India, may be granted for the disbursement of a sum of Rupees 15,000, for com-
, ) —_— 20 , pleting the Trace of the entire line within the ensuing working season, and of Rupees 7,500, for
Country already examined and the general line decided on, but the the repair of the old roads, on the main line, on the understanding that if the latter amount be
proper line still tobe traced. sanctioned, Item 472 in Statement No. 2, of the Budget of the current year, which provides
On the Main HDE... v cee ees sen ene wee e s Deee e 5 for the repair of the portion of the line between Tippacadoo and Goodaloor, is cancelled.
On t.he Neilgherry branch oo oo eeewse e e e —‘f 0 ' | I have the honor to be,
Country to be examined, trial lines to be surveyed, and line to be ) ¢ Sir,
MArked &C.  see  eee ees wee see wes wer e ane e e 50 ¢ Your most obedient Servant,
Portion on which no preliminary work is required. ... o e 9 52 : ' '
N (Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Total length of main road and branch...... : 100 ‘ Clief Secretary.

s St
8. It thus appearé that %8 miles of road have yetto be traced. Of these, the Officiating
Chief Engineer states, 50 miles at least require great care and skill, and will occupy the whole
working season. He therefore proposes the following establishment for a special Executive and
Staff, for seven months.

. Rs.
1 Superintendent, or special Executive... .. 300
(with travelling allowance) il, .
4 Surveyors, at 35 Rupees each ... we e 110
2 Clinometer men at 15 Rupees each... . 30
' 2 Practical Overseers, at 50 Rupees cach, to cut the Trace 8 feet wide. 100
2 Check Clerks, at 15 Rupees ... 30
1 Pay Clerk and Accountant ... e e 50
Per mensem...... 650
For seven months...... 4,550
ki

9. In addition to the above sum, Rupees 10,000 are requested for the expense of cutting

the Trace 8 feet wide, wherever practicable ; or Rupees 15,000 in round numbers for establishment ,
and Trace. It is also suggested that the old roads on the main line should be put in a sufficient :
state of repair for Bullock traffic ; and it is recommended that a separate sum of Rupees 7,500 )
should be granted from the general funds of the district for that purpose, and to cover the ;
cost of Subordinate Superintendence ; these roads being also placed under the special Executive
above referred to. The grant of this amount will, it is stated, render unnecessary an equal sum
_entered in the Budget} of the current year, which provides for

the repair of only & small portion of the line between Goodaloor

and Tippacadoo. , :

‘t' Statement No. 2, Ttem 472,
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