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Exirach from the Minutes of Consullation under date th\e\ 1s¢t October 1838, ‘}/’«; !

PMAN, Esq., Officiating Under Secretary to the
OFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
14th September 1858, No. 3143.

Read the following letter from R. B. CHA
Government of India; to T. PYCR
Saint George, dated Fort William,

poreign Dept.  Sir,

1 am‘directed to forward, for the infor
Council, copy of a Resolution recorded by the President in Council upon' receipt of the Secret

Committee’s Despatch, dated the 30th July last, No. 1976.

COPY. )
No. 3141.

RESOLUTION.
Fort WiLLIAM,

Foreign Department,
& The 14th September 1838.

Read a letter from the Honorable the Secret Committee, dated the 30th July last.

In this Despatch the Honorable the Secret Committee remark on the inconvenience resulting
from the system of transmitting to them large collections of papers which might, without any
injury to the Public Service, have been forwarded to the Court of Directors.
very small proportion of the correspondence which
{ a nature to require the same to be kept secret, and
ation of which to persons not sworn to
may in future be transmitted in the

The Committee also observe that only 3

it has been the habit to forward to them is 0
they desire. therefore, that only papers, the communic
secrecy may be attended with inconvenience to the State,

\ Secret Department. . , '

In directing observance of the above orders the President in Council does not wish a
t despatch of papers to the Honorable Court in all

( dePar_ture from the present system of promp
,: D.e partments. In ordinary times it is the custom to report the opinions of Government in detail
! with the proper papers as they are forwarded to the Court of Directors. But in such a conjunc-
l ture as the present, strict observance to the system ordinarily observed is obviously inexpedient,
1: anfl as the opinions of Government can generally be learnt from its correspondence with its
A principal Officers, from the resolutions of Government, or from the Minutes of its several
1& Members, the President in Council, conceives it to be more advantageous that the Home Govern-
' ment should receive papers, illustrative of passing events, and elucidatory of questions of pressing
importance, as soon as possible after they become records of Government, with a simple covering
letter, than that they should be retained to become, at some future period, collections to elaborate
Despatches. When it is desired to offer any explanations, not afforded by the papers themselves,

j an intention of doing so can be expressed.
{ Ilome Department. Ordered that a copy of the foregoing
Resolution be sent to the Departments noted

! Financial Department.~—~ -+ .~~~
Military Department. " in the margin, and to the' Governments of

Public Works Department. ' Madras and Bombay. )

Ordered also that a copy be communicated to the Right Honorable the Governor General.
(Signed) C. BEADON,

Offg. Secy. to the Goot. of India.

(A true Copy.)
(Signed) R. B. CHAPMAN,
Offy. Under Secy. to tl;e Gort. éf India.
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Ordered to be communicated to the Revenue and Public Works Departments, and to the !

¥ Eixd. J. A, Wilson.”

(Trixe Extract and Copies.)
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