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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 12th October 1858,

~—~ ey

No. 128. - Read the following letter from W. J. ADDIS, Esq., Executive Engineer, Chittle-
droog Division; to H.A. MURRAY, Esq., Private Secretary to His Lordship the
Governor in Council, of Fort Saint George ; Ootacamund, dated Camp Seeroh,

27th August 1858, No. 498.. . . - -

SIr, .
I have the honor to lay before you certain grievances and shall feel obl:ged by your com-
municating the same to his Lordship in Council.
II. The Govemment in their Minutes of Consultation No. 1558, dated 11th August 1857,
were pleased to hold me responsible for a sum of Rupees 4,980, under the following heads.
Rs. ‘A, P.

Value of bricks...c.c.ccosenevenneecsenneees 3,287 8 0
Balance received from Contractors...... 1442 8 O ’

Advanced for Tramways......coeeeenenee. 250 0

Total... 4980 0 O

——— e e

1II. Wlth reference to the first sum of Rupees 3, 287-8 I am charged with that amount,
icks made by. the Contractor were declared to be unfit for use, but so far from
I found on my last visit to Cuddapah in February, that a number of bricks

has since, I left the District been used in building the Tunnels and laying the foundation of
d. This was, I should think sufficient

Bridges ou the line of road, for which they were prepare
proof of what I had always felt, must be the case, that in my absence the bricks had been con-

condemned without careful examination. .

1V. If Captain Hemery’s report upon these Bricks had been correct, viz. that they were
perfectly raw, they would have melted down by the rains of the two last monsoons to which they
have been exposed, but so far from this being the case, they are less injured than might have
been expected, under such cu‘cumetances, and I feel sure that they will be found as good as
those which have been already used for the Tunnels, I cannot deny that when I anticipated the
orders of Government by advancing money for the bricks before their sanction was received,
I rendered myself liable to its censure, but if my motivesein taking this responsibility upen
myself did not warrant what I did, they were at all events such as to have enabled me to have
had a careful investigation of the case and a lenient jndgment. There was not a
doubt that the Bndrres would be built, and I had the double temptation of a zealous wish
to have the material in readiness, when the order to commence the work arrived, and a desire to
give immediate relief to the people around me, who from the high price of grain were in a state
of starvation. I had good reason to hope under these circumstances, that the material if fit for
use would have been taken for the proposed work, but such was not the case, I was condemned
by Captain Hemery’s rejection of the bricks to pay a fineruinous to me,- -and being absent in
Mysore, I had no opportumty of learning the fact of the case as stated in the former portion of

because the br
this being the case,

this para. ) i

V. I would here beg to remark that Captain Hemery in his letter to the Chief Engineer
requested that a deduction of 80,000 bricks be made, from the number the Government have been
pleased to hold me responsible for, for this number had been used for the building of the Culcud-
dah Bungalow, but I regret to add that no deduction has been made, and further that an Office
which cost me about 150 Rupees to build at Culcuddah has also been thrown on my hands for
the material used for its construction is a portion of the wood referred to in para. VII. of this
letter has also the condemned Bricks, may I therefore crave that this building be pmd forora
monthly rent be allowed me, for it has been used by Mr. George for an Office ever since I left

the Discrict. -
VI. With regard to the 2nd item of expendxture ‘of Rupees 1, 4-4"—8-0 for which I am also

held responsible, I am prepared to shew the disbursement of Rupees 1,010-6-8 from documents N
now in Mr. George’s Office in Cuddapah and the vouchers for the remainder are in my possession,



ER

Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 12th October 1858,

o~y

as also a receipt for Rupees 167-8-0 from Assistant Overseer Travers. 1 had written and ex-
plained all this to the Chief Engireer, but have had no satisfactory redress, more than that they

would pay for the bricks already used for the Tunnels and Bridges. In the last letter received

from him he wished to know, whether I would consent to the Papers and Books that T had left at
Cuddapah being burnt, in answer to this, 1 requested that the documents in question should not
be destroyed, but that I would like to have the Books sent me, as I was quite prepared to prove
the expenditure of these sums by those very papers, and for which purpose, I despatched a writer
from this, to receive the papers in question from Captain Stewart, as an order to that effect had
been issued from the Chief Engineer, but to my surprise, I have now received a letter from Captain
Stewart, stating that the Chief Engineer has cancelled the order of handing over these papers
and that no document is to be sent me, I would here most respectfully beg to add that these pro-
. ceedings fall very hard on me, for I have not only been made to make good this sum, but have

been to the expense of sending a writer all the way to Cuddapah to receive these papers and who

has been away since April last. And further beg to solicit that should the Chief Engineer be called

upon to furnish a statement of the following sums, it will be seen immediately that a balance is
in my favour, which would have clearly shewn that this amount for which I am held responsible
has been made good viz. 1st amount placed at my disposal with the Collector of Cuddapab. 2nd,
amount of Bills forwarded by me to the Chief Engineer. 3rd, amount of Bills passed by the
Government, and 4th, the Balance handed over to Mr. George, when I left the District.

"VII. The other jtem viz. Rupeeé 250 was advanced by me for Timber for laying down
Tramways for the transport of the Bricks from the Kilns to the site of the several large ridges.
This also was thrown on my hands and as its value was to be made good by me the timber
was no doubt considered my property whereas some has been used by me and the remaining
portion left at Culcuddah has since been used by the Public Works Depa

of the Culcuddah Bungalow. T

Ao rgms =

VIII. Ihave up to this date paid 11 Instalments, viz. Rupees (1,100) one thousand and
one hundred, and I would now beg to be permitted to state that it was from the anxiety I felt
.to expedite the works entrusted to me as well as to give employment fo those who were out of
work in a time of great trouble and distress that I acted in anticipation of orders, and I confess
1 was wrong in so doing, but when I was declared liable for the losses supposed to have resulted
from what I had done, I would earnestly beg that this material be used for the works (which I
am now given to understand,) have been sanctioned, for should the material be thought unfit

for substantial building purposes they would answer very well for the temporary centrin

g3 that
will necessarily be required for all the Bridges. '

IX. .May I therefore in conclusion beg the favor of his Lordship in Council to cancel the
: Minutes of Consultation already passed against me,until such time as the material be used for

the works above mentioned, and until I can prove the expenditure of the Rupees 1,442-8, for
which act of kindness I shall ever feel thankful.

!

No. 129. OrpER THEREON, No, 2123 ; dated 12th October 1838.

Referred to the Officiating Chief Engineer for report.

(Signed) T. PYCROEFT,
‘ . Clicf Secretary.
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